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coverage on televi-
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CHALMETTE, La. (AP) An
explosion ripped through a 30-story
tower at the Tenneco Oil Co. refinery
late Thursday, mashing the men and
metal inside. Twelve persons were
killed and 10 others injured

The 12th body was pulled from the
wrecked interior of the refining tower
today

Sheriff's officers said earlier that
another person might be missing but
company officials said they had ac
counted for all the workers in the area
of the blast

A spokesman for Tenneco said the
cause of the blast was not known. One
workman said welding was being done
and there might have been a gas leak

Tt was the second explosion in the
tower within a week, the St. Bernard
Parish sheriff's office said. However, a
Tenneco spokesman said today there
had been no explosion last week and
the men were doing routine main
tenance work. At least two dozen men
were working in and around the tower
Thursday night, the sherriff's office
said

There's no way of telling if it blew
at the top and everything just came
down inside it

The shock of the explosion was felt
as far as two miles away. There was no
fire

Some of the victims were just blown
apart.” said Dr. Hewitt Thian, chief of
surgery at Chalmette General
Hospital. "It was impossible to
identify some of them.""

The victims were employed by
Tenneco and Delta Field Erection Co
a subcontractor at the plant

The silo-like tower, or “vesse
used in the refining process to separate
petroleum into heavy lubricating oil
and lighter fuels. The refinery is about
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The tower was partitioned by 200
metal plates 18 inches apart like the
floors of a hotel. Men were working
from the top to the bottom of the tower
repairing and replacing the plates when
the blast occurred

Paul Montelepre, administrator of
the Chalmette hospital, said the names
of the dead would not be released until
positive identification could be made of
all of them. He described that task as
“almost impossible

.12 killed when explosion
rips through oil refinery

Their clothes were blown off. Many
of them were barely recognizable as
human,” he said

Dr. Thian said three of those brought
to Chalmette General were in critical
condition with burns of the lungs

Apparently something in the tower

ignited” he said. “An explosion
doesn't have to last long to cause burns
of the luhgs. The job now is to get them
through the first 24 hours. They'Il have
achance if they can hang on that long

Yuma

A WATER SHORTAG
asked to take special precautions

LAETRILE SUCCESS is reported
victim

FOR THE FIRST time, the seve
getting an opportunity to be gai

contract from the state.

Arizona

with four different things to say
THE TRIAL OF JOHN ADAMSO!

response to lawyers arguments thz
be prepared by the earlier date

nation

oil and

lifting of price controls fr.

HEALTH OFFICIALS i
dreds of people who may
Lassa fever

Toronto.

have been

PRESIDENT FORD'S ca
signals of Republican unrest about
of prospects

sports

to beat the New York Mets and Tom

KANSAS CITY ROYAL players pc

Movies .

[ good evening

U.S. SENATE candidates Sam ¢

Warner and Dennis DeConcini appear at four different meetings

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM writers today endorsed the in

politics for him to tip his vice presidential hand in

SAN DIEGO PADRE rookie Rick Sawyer fi

as one of the key reasons for their suc

2 looms in Somerton, and residents are being

Page 14

by Yuma relative of liver cancer
Page 5

rely handicapped in Yuma are
nfully employed. At the Yuma

WORC center, the Yumans are assembling ballpoint pens under a

Page3

Steiger, John Conlan, Carolyn

Page 6

N has been set back to Oct. 1 in

at an adequate defense could not

Page 2

diate
newly discovered natural gas
Page 3

Canada, are ing for hun
n exposed to the deadly African

Page 2

gers contend it would be poor

vance, despite
some of the names in his catalog

Page 15
ight-hit shutout
Seaver 3-0 yesterday Page 10

oach Charlie Lau

Page 11
Parker .. 14
Somerton . e
Sports 1011
Weather ... .22
Women . 7

FRANCES BUTLER JOE DEVESCONI IDA GARCIA JOHN BRUNSTE
wa 1 Republican—I'll be I won't watch the The Republican convention
S watching the convention. It Republican convention. It's is a big event—the coverage
v be overcovered, though just a big bore. I would get it gets won't be too much
0 tation would be  nothing out of it,” said this  said this Arizona. Western
b Yuma native, a housewife College student. ‘I watched
and mother of seven the Democratic convention

but T won't be watching the
Republican one. I don't care
about it—I'm for Jimmy
Carter all the way

PAMELA PENSKY

The convention can't be
overcovered. It's like the
Olympics—it's something
that only happens every four
years," said this hair salon
receptionist. 'Everybody
who is politically minded will
be interested in it. If it wadn't
covered extensively, I would
wonder why




