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12 killed when explosion 
rips through oil refinery

JUST STRUCK BY CAR
Police and passersby comfor t Agnes  Paez and her 4- 
year-old daughter ,  JoAn n ,  af ter  the pai r was s truck 
by a car near the Uni ted Nations  Building this 
morning.  A photographer caught  the scene while on

ass ignment  to cover th- 
due for a UN meeting 
Extent  of injuries to ti 
determined

n r y  Kissinger,  
• the accident.  
it immediately 
AP Wirephoto)

C H A L M E T T E ,  La.  (AP) -  An 
explos ion  r i pped  th rough  a 30-s tory 
tower  a t  the Tenneco  Oil Co.  r e f inery  
late T h u r s d a y ,  mas h in g  the men  and  
metal  inside.  Twelve  pe r so ns  were  
kil led a nd  IO o the r s  injured.

The  12th bo d y  was  pul led f rom the  
wrecked  in t er i or  of t he  re f in ing  t ower  
t oday.

S he r i f f ’s off icers  sa id e a r l i e r  t h a t  
an o th e r  pe rson  might  be m i s s i n g  b u t  
c o m pa ny  off ic ia ls  said t hey h a d  a c ­
c oun t ed  for all the  worke rs  in t he  a rea  
of the blas t .

A sp o k e s m a n  for Tenneco  sa i d  t h e  
cause  of  the b l a s t  was not  know n .  One 
w or k m a n  said welding was b e ing  done  
and  t he r e  m igh t  have  been a ga s  leak.

It was  the second exp lo s ion  in t he  
tower  wi thin a week,  the St .  Be rn a rd  
Pa r i sh  she r i f f ’s office said H oweve r ,  a 
Tenneco  sp o kes ma n  sa id t o d a y  t he r e  
had  been  no explos ion  las t  week and  
the  m en  were doing rou t i ne  m a i n ­
t ena nce  work.  A t  leas t  two do zen  men  
were work ing  in and a rou nd  t h e  tower  
T h u r s d a y  night ,  the s h e r i f f s  off ice 
said.

“ T h e r e ’s no way of tel l ing if it blew 
at  the top  a n d  eve ry t h ing  j u s t  c ame  
down ins ide  i t . "

“ The  shock o f  the explos ion  was  felt 
a s  far  a s  two mi les  away .  The re  was  no 
fire.

“ Some  of t he  v i c t ims  were j u s t  blow n 
a p a r t , "  said Dr  Hewi t t  Th ian ,  chief  of 
s u r g e r y  a t  C h a l m e t t e  G e n e r a l  
H osp i t a l .  “ I t  was im po s s ib l e  to  
ident i fy  some of  them.  "

The vi c t ims  were emp lo y ed  by 
Tenneco  and Del ta  Field E re c t i on  Co. ,  
a su bco n t r ac to r  a t  the plant .

T he  si lo-l ike tower,  or  “ v e s s e l , "  is 
used in the  ref in ing  proces s  to s ep a r a t e  
pe t r o l eum into heavy  l ub r i ca t i n g  oil 
and  l i ghter  fuels.  The re f inery  is abo u t  
IO mi les  down the Miss i s s i pp i  River  
f rom the  cente r  of  New Or leans .

T he tower  in which t he  men died is 
on e of a field of s imi la r  s t r u c t u r e s  
j a m me d  t oge the r  an d l inked by  c a t ­
walks  and  p ipes  in a complex  t ha t  
s t re t che s  a ha l f  mi le a long the r iver .

HE DOESN T BARK

‘Sweet Lips’ wants justice too
VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. (AP) — Drewry Little. 55, wants  justice.  

He says his 150-pound pet pig. "Sweet  Lips. '  is cleaner than some of 
his customers.  But the city is s tanding by its eviction order.

Little was fined S25 in .June for violating a city ordinance.  He 
keeps  "Sweet Lips"  at his combinat ion home, res taurant  and 
marina ,  which is zoned for commercial  use to a t t ract  tourists.

Judg e Constantine  A. Spanoulis .  who usual ly hears traffic cases,  
told Little, "The law is the law. "  The regular presiding judge had 
disqual if ied himself. He knows "Sweet  Lips."

Defense a t torneys  argued tha t  the purpose of the law " is  to protect  
citizens, too. Mr. Little is keeping a household pet, not rais ing 
l ives tock."

Little is appeal ing the evict ion order for Sweet Lips to a higher 
court.  His a ttorneys,  who are working without pay. had considered 
seeking a change of venue,  possibly to Smithfield,  but said later they 
had abandoned those plans.

The at torneys  said they have appealed to Virginia Beach Circuit  
Cour t  and a trial date has  been set for Sept.  20. Little will ask  for a 
jury  trial,  lawyers said.

" I ’m hell-bent for justice,  said Little. "The  whole thing boils 
down to a mat ter  of principle It s not a joke."

The principle he intends  to fight for " to  the Supreme Court ,  if I 
have  to"  — is tha t  while other residents of the area can have pet 
dogs,  cats or even snakes , the city feels his pig. well ... stinks.

" I  give him three baths  a week and put  after shave lotion on him."  
he said. " H e 's  cleaner than a lot of people I know and he d o es n ’t 
bother anyone. He doesn ’t bark,  he doesn ’t run loose."

Valley annex 
petitions called in

T h os e  p a s s in g  p e t i t i ons  for the  
va l l ey  an n e xa t i o n  d r i ve  a r e  a sk e d  to 
cal l  one of  thr ee  places to a r r an g e  
t u r n in g  t he m in by poon  Mon day .

D on Riley,  an a n n ex a t i o n  organi zer .  
is a sk i n g  pe rs o ns  wi th pe t i t i on s  to  call  
h im  at 782 46%. Ri t a  C lea ry  at  783 1720 
or  B a r b a r a  Pa d ge t t ,  anne xa t i o n  c l e rk  
at the Dept  of C o m m u n i t y  I m ­
p r o v e m en t .  at  782-1491. A r r a n g e m e n t s  
will  be m a de  to pick t hem up.

O r  the pe t i t i ons  c an  be d r o p p ed  of f  to 
M rs .  Pa d g e t t  at t he  Dept ,  of C o m ­
m u n i ty  Im pro ve m en t .  302 3rd St 

Ri ley sa id  those d i r ec t i ng  the d r i v e  
will  t hen  meet  wi th Mrs .  P a d g e t t  
M o nd a y  to e v a lua t e  the pe t i t i ons  in

a t  the fi rs t  c i t y  counci l  m ee t i n g  in 
Sep te mbe r .  At  t h a t  t ime,  the  c i ty  can 
begin im p lemen t ing  t he  im p ro v em en t  
d is t r i c t ,  he said

Krey reported 
to have resigned

Wes Krey,  d i r ec tor  of Socia l  and  
Leisure Ser vi c es  for t he  ci ty of Y uma ,  
ha s  r epor t ed ly  res igned.

His  r e s ig nat i on  will r epo r t ed ly  t ake 
effect  Oct .  I.

Krev was  un ava i l ab l e  for c omm en t .
term*
da r i e s  will be r e d r a w n  t o  shr i nk  t he  
or i gina l  a nn e xa t i on  m ap

T he  an n ex a t i on  d r i v e  for the res t  of 
t he  val ley will not  be s t opped ,  Ri l ey  
s a i d .  T he  c u r r e n t  pe t i t i ons are  b e ing  
g a t h e r e d  t o  b e g in  a n n e x i n g  El  
P u e b l o c i t o ,  M e a d o w b r o o k ,  V i l l a  
H e r m o s a  I and p oss ib ly  H e t t o m a  
E s t a t e s  a n d  Villa H e rm o s a  ll  T h i s  is 
so an i m p r o v em en t  d i s t r i c t  c an  get 
s t a r t e d  in t hos e  a r ea s  where  needed.

Ri ley said he h o pe s  for f i rst  r e a d i ng  
of an  o rd inanc e  ann ex ing  t ho se  a r e a s

The weather
no
so
%

n e a r  107 
m id  70s 

n e a r  102

H ig h  y e s t e r d a y  
L ow  th i s  m o r n i n g  
T e m p e r a t u r e  a t  l l  a rn to day  
t i  igh to d a y  
Low  to n ig h t  
H ig h  S a tu r d a y  
R e le t  ive h u m i d i t y  a t  11 a rn 
A v e r a g e  h ig h  th i s  d a t e  105
A v e r a g e  low th i s  d a t e  #2

F o r e c a s t  for  Y u m a  a n d  v ic in i ty  S u n n y  a n d  not
q u i t e  so w a r m  th i s  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  S a t u r d a y  C le a r
a n d  mild  to n i g h t
S u n s e t  7 26 S u n r i s e  6 OI

T h e  tower  was par t i t i oned  by 200 
me ta l  p la tes  18 inches  a p a r t  l ike the 
f loors  of a hotel .  Men were wor k in g  
fr om the  t op  to the bot tom of t he  t ower  
repa i r i ng  and  repl ac ing the p l a t e s  when 
t he  b l a s t  occurred 

P a u l  Mont elepre .  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of 
t he  Ch a l m e t t e  hospi ta l ,  sa id  t h e  n am es  
of t h e  dead  would not  be re le ased  unt i l  
po s i t ive  ident i f icat ion could be m a d e  of 
all of  t hem.  He de scr ibed  t h a t  t a sk  as  
“ a lm os t  imposs ible  "

“The i r  c lothes  were blown off. M an y  
of t hem were bare ly recogni zabl e  as  
h u m a n . "  he said.

Dr.  Th i an  said t hr ee  of thos e  b r ou gh t  
to Cha lm e t t e  Gene ra l  were in cr i t ical  
condi t ion  with b u rns  of the lungs.

“ A ppa re n t l y  s ome th i ng  in the  t ower  
i gn i t ed , "  he said.  “ An exp lo s ion  
d o e s n ’t have  to las t  long to c ause  b u r n s  
of the  luhgs.  The  job  now is to get  t h em 
th r ou gh  the fi rst  24 hours .  They ' l l  h a v e  
a chance  if t hey can h ang  on tha t  l o ng . "

good evening
Yuma
A WATER SHORTAGE looms in Somerton,  and residents are being 
asked to take special precaut ions.  Page 14

LAETRIL E SUCCESS is reported by Yuma relative of I iv er cancer 
victim. Page 5

FOR TH E FIRST time, the severely handicapped in Yuma are 
gett ing an opportuni ty to be gainfully employed. At the Yuma 
WORC center,  the Yumans are assembl ing ballpoint pens under a 
contract  from the state. Page 3

Arizona
U.S. SENATE candidates  Sam Steiger, John Conlan,  Carolyn 
Warner and Dennis DeConcini appear at four different meetings 
with four different things to say. Page 6

T H E  TRIAL OF JOHN ADAMSON has been set back to Oct. I in 
response to lawyers’ arguments tha t  an adequate defense could not 
be prepared by the earlier date.  Page 2

nation
REPU BLICA N PLATFORM writers today endorsed the immediate 
lifting of price controls from oil and newly discovered natural  gas.

Page 3

H E A L T H  OFFICIALS in Toronto.  Canada, are hunting for h u n ­
dreds of people who may have been exposed to the deadly African 
Lassa  fever, Page 2

P R E S ID E N T  FORD S campaign managers  contend it would be poor 
politics for him to tip his vice presidential  hand in advance,  despi te 
signals of Republican unrest  about  some of the names in his catalog 
of prospects.  Page 15

sports
SAN DIEGO PADRE rookie Rick Sawyer fired an eight-hit shutout  
to beat the New York Mets and Tom Seaver 3-0 yesterday.  Page IO

KANSAS CIT^ ROYAL players point to hitting coach Charlie Lau 
as one of the key reasons for their success this year. Page 11
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SEAT

The question is: “With 
the G O F  convention 
starting next w eek, 
do you feel there 
should be more or less 
coverage on televi­
sion. Will you be 
w atching?"

MARTIN ELDR IDGE

" I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  
R e p u b l i c a n  c o n v e n t i o n  I 
wa n t  to watch  it I 'm a 
c o nse rva t i v e .  I d o n ’t like 
Fo rd ,  bu t  I t h ink  he ll get  the 
n o m i n a t i o n , "  s a i d  t h i s  
Wel l ton  r a i l road  emp loy e.  
“ T hey  s h o u l d n ’t h ave  the  
conve n t i o n  on all tin* t ime,  
t h ou g h  They  s houl d cover  it, 
b u t  l eave  an hour  for s po r t s

FRA NC ES  BUTLER

" I  plan to  watch it th i s  is 
t h e  co n ven t i on  t ha t  s going to 
be i n t e re s t in g  I wan t  to see 
w h a t  the o u t come  will be, 
s a i d  this  Y R M C  n urse.  T he  
D em o cr a t i c  co nven t i on  was  
so bo ri ng  it was r i diculous .  
T h e  Repub l i c a n s  a re  going to 
h a v e  a ba t t le  be tween two  
m e n -  t he r e  s boun d  to be 
so m e  exc i t emen t

IDA GARCIA

“ I w o n ’ t  w a t c h  t h e  
Repub l i can  convent i on.  It s 
j u s t  a big bore.  I would get 
no th i ng  o u t  of i t . "  sa i d this  
Yuma  nat i ve ,  a housewife  
and  mo t he r  o f  seven.

J O E  DEVESCONI

‘ I ’m a Repub l i c an  —1 11 be 
wa t ch ing  the convent i on .  It 
may  be o vercove red ,  t hough.  
O n e  s t a t i o n  w o u l d  be 
e n o u g h . "  s a id  t h i s  pes t  
cont rol  emp loye  who has  
Ii \ cd in Yu ma  seven  mon t h s .  
" I  hop e  it is mo re  i n t eres t ing 
t h an  t he  D emocr a t s  were  I 
t h i nk i ts going to be a real 
knock -down ,  d rag-ou t  f i gh t . "

JOHN BRUNSTEIN

" T h e  Repub l i can  conven t i on  
is a big e v e n t —the cove rage  
it g et s  won t be too m u c h . "  
s a id  this  Ar izona West e rn  
Col lege s t u den t .  “ I wat ched 
t he  Democra t i c  convent i on ,  
bu t  I won t be wa tch ing  the 
Repub l i c a n  one.  I d o n ’t c are  
a bo u t  it —I ’m for J i m m y  
C a r t e r  all t he  way . "

PAMELA PENSKY

" T h e  conven t i o n  c a n ’t be 
overcove red  I t ' s  l ike the  
O l y m p i c s  —i t ’s s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  only  h ap pen s  eve ry  four 
y e a r s , "  said this  ha i r  salon 
r e c e p t i o n i s t .  " E v e r y b o d y  
who  is pol i t ical ly m inded will 
be i n t eres t ed  in it. If it w a s n ’t 
cove red  ext ens ive ly ,  I would 
wonde r  w h y . "


