
In the beginning, I built 
Further Review pages, but I 
also designed features front 
covers. I concentrated on 
those covers for my first year.

When the pandemic began, I 
was taken o� Features duty 
and moved fulltime to Further 
Review. This is also when we 
began sharing our pages with 
other papers.

I again 
became a 
fulltime 
Further 
Review 
editor in 
March 2021 
and that’s 
what I’ve 
done ever 
since.

Over the last 
four years, 
we’ve 
settled into 
a pattern of 
running 
Further 
Review four 
days a 
week: 
Sunday, 
Tuesday, 
Thursday 
and Friday. 
That seems 
to be 
working 
pretty well. 
Occasional-
ly, we’ll 
throw in an 
extra page 
— especially 
to help 
promote a 
Northwest 
Passages 
event— or 
pull out and 
update a 
rerun page. 

After a few 
months, I 
resumed 
designing 
features 
pages.

Sources: Um... Pretty much just me this time. But I’m glad you’re checking out my sources! Many folks are losing faith in the news media 
these days. One way to “keep us honest” is to check out our sources and make sure we’re not just repeating internet rumors and whatnot.

...as of today. Of course.

... since March 27, 2019 — not counting rerun pages.

Good morning! Thank you 
very much for turning to 
my Further Review page 
to see what I’ve come up 
with for you today!

However, my topic this 
morning is a little unusual: 
I’m writing about the Further 
Review page itself and my work 
as creator of Further Review.

As I hope you’ve heard by now, we have a hardcover 
Further Review book coming out next month. But 
the real reason I’m writing about my own work 
today: You’re looking at the 1,000th Further Review 
page I’ve built for The Spokesman-Review! 

By Charles Apple  |  THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

1,000 FURTHER REVIEWS

WHAT’S THIS ‘FURTHER REVIEW’ BOOK?
This is a collection of 97 of 
my history-themed Further 
Review pages, reconfig-
ured from a full newspaper 
page to a double-page 
book spread and reprinted 
in a full-color, hardcover 
co�ee table-style book.

Why did we choose history 
for this book? Most of my 
pages are history oriented. 
I felt like this would have 
broader appeal to the 
bookbuying public.

I started working on this 
last winter and pretty 
much had it done by the 
end of March. Since then, 
it’s been edited, processed 
and I’m told the publisher 
will begin printing it on 
Oct. 10. The book ships to 
those who have preor-
dered it on Nov. 15.

My work has appeared in 
books before — I drew maps 
for a Civil War historian once 
and I designed and illustrat-
ed a book by a management 
consultant. And my work has 
appeared in two books this 
same publisher, Pediment, 
created for my former 
employer, the Houston 
Chronicle: one on Hurricane 
Harvey and one on Apollo 11. 

But this is the first book 
where it’s my name on the 
cover and all my material 
inside! I’m extremely excited 
about it! 

Now, if you’re interested in 
ordering a copy, I suggest 
you do it now: Pediment is 
o�ering 25% o� for those of 
you who preorder the book 
— but that o�er expires on 
Oct. 9: that’s Wednesday! 

HOW DO YOU CHOOSE YOUR TOPICS?
When I first started doing the full-page 
thing full time at the Orange County 
(California) Register in 2013, the editor there 
gave me one instruction: “Indulge yourself.”

And so I did. We had a good amount of success at the 
Register with what they called the Focus page. Years 
later, one of my colleagues at the Register, Rob Curley, 
became the editor of The Spokesman-Review and hired 
me to work long-distance from my home near Atlanta to 
create the same sort of page. Rob called it the Further Review 
page. And wisely, I think, he’s given me the same instruction.

I like science. I like history. I like pop culture. I like political science. 
Most of all, though, I like telling an interesting story in an interest-
ing way. As I do my research, I’m always looking for an interesting 
visual “hook” for my story: behind-the-scenes facts that aren’t well 
known. Numbers I’ve never seen charted. I know that when I can find 
something like that, I’m on my way to creating a fun page. 

HOW DO YOU RESEARCH YOUR PAGES?
I worked at the Raleigh, North Carolina, News & 
Observer in the early 1990s, where we were one 
of the first two newspapers to go online and to 
provide internet access to every newsroom 
employee (the 
other was the 
San Jose, 
California, 
Mercury News). 
So I learned very 
early the value of 
internet research 
and how to tell 
between trusted, 
authoritative 
sources and sites 
that weren’t so 
reliable.

Even though I’ve 
been called the 
World’s Fastest 
Googler (trademark not exactly pending), I 
prefer to rely on old-school technology: books!

Yes, I’m a book junkie! As of this writing, my 
home reference library consists of 2,768 books 

in 17 bookcases in the two-room suite where I 
build my Further Review pages. I have three 
entire bookcases on U.S. history. Two entire 
bookcases on political science. Two entire 

bookcases on 
science, NASA 
histories and 
astronaut 
biographies. 
Three entire 
bookcases on pop 
music, movies 
and television.

This is why my 
wife dreads my 
occasional visits 
to Spokane: I’ll 
shop at Auntie’s 
and Page 42 and 
come back with 
so many books 

that we have to buy more shelves!

If you ever wonder what sources I’m using on a 
particular page, check out the list of sources I 
very carefully list — usually at the bottom left. 
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A THOUSAND TIMES
I’VE TOLD YOU

My wife, Sharon, hates this 
two-year-old photo and made me 
promise to tell you that since then, 
she’s bought me a new chair that’s 
not peeling and falling apart.
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U.S. history

Science/tech

Sports

Pop music

Politics/elections

Movies

Television

World history

Holidays

Books/authors

Other entertainment

News media

Food

This is about a third of my home reference library.

$44.95LIST PRICE
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