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Roza Drough Year Waer Supply FAQ

The Yakima Basin has a unique waer righs sysem which is very dieren rom mos o he Wesern
Unied Saes. Roza’s waer comes rom he Yakima River under a May 10, 1905 waer righ or up o
375,000-acre ee held by he Unied Saes or he bene o he Roza waer users, which is a
comparavely junior righ, and is subjec o pro-raoning in waer shor years. The Bureau o
Reclamaon reserved all unappropriaed waer in he Yakima Basin as o ha dae.

The Disric can irrigae up o 72,000
+/- acres rom April 1s o Oc. 31s

(Oc. 20h under he USBR conrac).
Roza also has an 18,000 AF senior
oodwaer righ romMarch 15h o
March 31s. The UBSR conrac has a
season end dae o Oc. 20h, while
he waer righ has an Oc. 31s

season end dae.

The “proraable” irrigaon disrics include Roza, KRD, WIP and KID. The Ciy o Yakima, SVID and YTID
also have smaller amouns o proraable waer. Jus over hal o he WIP waer righs are senior.

➢ Acquavella adjudicaon- The Acquavella lawsui resolved all 4,000+ surace waer righ claims in he
Yakima Basin. Roza was he only major claiman o no lose waer hrough he adjudicaon. The
process began in 1978 ollowing he 1977 drough and ended in 2019 afer 6 rips o he Supreme C.

➢ TWSA (Toal Waer Supply Available)- The sum o he rain, snow and acve reservoir sorage in he
basin. The concep was ormalized in he 1945 consen decree. TWSA does no include he inacve
sorage in he sorage reservoirs (Keechelus, Kachess, Cle Elum, and Bumping). The waer year sars
and reses on Ocober 1s and waer allocaons canno be carried over o he ollowing year.

➢ 1945 Consen Decree- The documen which resolved a lawsui by KRD agains SVID in 1945 and
esablished he concep o TWSA and he proraable waer righs holders in waer shor years
receiving reduced waer supply. The lawsui was a byproduc o he 1941 drough.

✓ 35.7% Roza Irrigaon Disric o he proraable allocaon
✓ 32.9% Wapao Irrigaon Projec o he proraable allocaon
✓ 31.8% Kitas Reclamaon Disric o he proraable allocaon (oals more han 100%)

➢ Why isn’ Roza resricng deliveries or shutng he sysem down in April or early May when i is
cooler in order o move hawaer o he peak season or o exend he irrigaon season?Waer
canno be moved o laer in he season unl he supply is governed by proraoning as deermined
by he USBR’s Yakima Field Oce Manager. Proraoning occurs when susained releases are required
o mee he ederal esablished ow arges a Parker, immediaely downsream o Sunnyside Dam.
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➢ Wha is Sorage Conrol? Two condions sar he Sorage Conrol period:
✓ Condion 1: Minimum ow a he Yakima River near Parker is susained by reservoir releases; &
✓ Condion 2: Yakima reservoirs combined oulows are greaer han combined inows.

➢ Wha is Proraoning of Roza’s Waer Supply? Occurs when he ow arge a Parker is being me
wih releases o sored waer. Proraoning can occur when some o he reservoirs are sll lling, bu
combined inows exceed combined oulows. Proraoning means ha he waer supply is reduced
or he disrics wih May 10, 1905 righs.

➢ Why didn’ we carryover more waer in he reservoirs from 2023 in ancipaon of he Super El
Nino and poenal shorages? The waer year ends on Sepember 30 each year and he waer
accounng sars over on Ocober 1. Sored waer ha is unused is no carried over o he ollowing
waer year. Roza is 35.7% o he proraable supply as measured in acre-ee pursuan o he 1945
Consen Decree. For each 1,000-acre ee o Roza’s waer ha is unused a he end o he season,
Roza will receive 35.7% o i he ollowing year.

➢ How much waer does Roza ypically diver in a full supply year? Around 300,000-acre ee. Waer
usage has dropped seadily over he pas 40 years due more ecien on arm irrigaon sysems, in-
canal conservaon measures and an ever-changing crop mix.

➢ Does a 54% supply forecasmean ha I will receive 54% of my waer allomen? No! The ull
monhly allocaon is aviable rom April 1 unl he dae o proraoning. When he waer supply is
orecas a 54% hameans ha Roza is expeced o receive 54% o is remaining 375,000-acre oo
enlemen rom he dae o proraoning o Sep. 30. The supply percenage is based on Roza’s
375,000-acre oo enlemen raher han acual diversions.

Roza usually divers around 300,000-acre ee each season (80% +/- o he ull enlemen) which
means ha 54% o he ull Roza enlemen equaes o 67.5% o ypical April 1 o Ocober annual
diversions.

Also, beore he dae o proraoning/sorage conrol, he ull scheduled allomen is available based
on naural ow in he Yakima River being able o mee all irrigaon demands. This means ha in a
54% year, and i sorage conrol sars in mid-May, a Roza waer user will be able o receive around
70% -75% +/- o heir normal waer allomen, depending on how he season unolds.
Leases/purchases by Roza add o his amoun. An Ocober allocaon also adds o his amoun.

➢ Key differences beween 2024 and 2015- Proraoning began on April 15, 2015 and will no occur in
2024 unl a leas laer May.

➢ Wha are he arge flows and how were hey esablished?Minimum ows or sh were
esablished by Congress in he 1994. They are measured a Parker and a Prosser Dam. The amoun
varies on a sliding scale rom 300 cs in dry years o 600 cs in ull supply years.

➢ Is here waer sll available o lease from oher Roza waer users? Yes. Small amouns generally
and he price is usually higher during a drough year. Roza is no involved in he price negoaons.
Roza sa keeps a lis o waer users a he Roza oce who are willing o o lease heir waer
allomen or he season.


