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Laser strike seen from aircraft near the Yakima Airport in March 2026. Photograph courtesy of Central Washington University.

DETAILS

Since the beginning of 2026, the airport in Yakima, Washington, Yakima Air Terminal - McAllister Field (YKM), has experienced a dramatic increase of laser
incidents involving arriving aircraft, including reported strikes on private, commercial, medical, and military aircraft. For example, 19 reports have been made to
the FAA from January 1, 2026, to March 31, 2026, but this number is likely underreported. Pilots around the airport have experienced a green laser illuminating
and tracking the cockpit of their aircraft while on approach to land and flying near YKM. Lasers pointed at an aircraft can interfere with landing and can increase
the risk of injury to flight crew, passengers, and citizens within the local area.

The FBI is working with multiple local and federal agencies to identify and locate the individual(s) responsible for these laser strikes and is seeking information
from the public regarding these incidents. If you are a pilot and have experienced a laser strike in the vicinity of YKM, any information you can provide would be
helpful in this investigation. Information includes: your name, phone number, elevation, heading, coordinates, approach, and any reference toward where the laser
may have come from such as landmark or relative bearing and distance or coordinates. Any photo or video evidence of the event may also prove helpful.

If you have been struck by a laser or have any information concerning the individual(s) responsible for these laser strikes, please contact the Yakima
Police Department’s non-emergency line at (509) 575-6200. You may also contact the FBI's Toll-Free tipline at 1-800-CALL-FBI (1-800-225-5324), your
local FBI office, the nearest American Embassy or Consulate, or you can submit a tip online at tips.fbi.gov.
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