
2025 PACEMAKER AWARDS 

Deming Division 

1.  General News Story 
1.   Powell Tribune, “Temple battle ends, as Supreme Court rejects suit”, CJ Baker. 
2.   Cody Enterprise, “Community donations feed those in need”, Buzzy Hassrick –“This is a 
solid story in every way. Good read, despite the topic.” 
HM.   Casper Star-Tribune, “Conspirator in Bobby Maher's deadly stabbing pleads guilty”, 
Dylan Farrell –“This is a well-written story, albeit very sad.” 
 
2.  Spot News Story 
1.   Powell Tribune, “Dog saves owner’s life: Powell resident loses everything in Friday fire”, 
Mark Davis –“What could have been just a quick, generic breaking piece on a house fire is made 
more by the reporter's efforts to lay out the life of the man most impacted by the incident.” 
2.   Riverton Ranger, “One dead from suspected exposure”, Sarah Squires –“Good use of a 
breaking event to highlight a systemic problem.” 
 
3.  In-Depth Reporting 
1.   Casper Star-Tribune,” Natrona County schools address gun policy”, Allison Allsop –“Allison 
Allsup has a very readable style, and carries through this subject from its beginning through to 
the conclusion, presenting all the nuances and arguments while preserving an eye for the full 
story. Great leads that capture the reader from jump.” 
2.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle, “LCSD1 name change policy spurs confusion, backlash”, Ivy 
Secrest –“Ivy Secrest takes a controversial subject, one laden with emotion and pulls off an in 
depth examination of the subject. An examination from all angles and especially from the ones 
who matter then most, the students involved. The lead was a great hook and the intensity never 
let up, while also being respectful of wildly divergent viewpoints.” 
HM.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle, “Against the grain”, Milo Gladstein. 
 
4.  Government Issue Reporting 
1.   Riverton Ranger, “County's secret library vote, County doubles down, New vote, new 
board”, Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin, Austin Beck-Doss –“Diligent reporting on transparency 
and the conduct of elected officials that has made a local impact and underscores the importance 
of open meetings laws.” 
2.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Government issue reporting on immigration”, Staff –“Detailed 
and humane reporting on the shifting landscape of immigration policy vs. law and how different 
agencies, elected bodies and community organizations intersect under the second Trump 
administration.” 
HM.   Cody Enterprise, “Public Lands”, Victoria O'Brien –“A fine job of explanatory reporting, 
making clear what the local impacts of a public lands agenda set in Washington, with local 
sourcing that brings  the stakes home for readers.” 
 
5.  News-Feature Story 
1.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Dancing with the banda at the Teton County feria”, Alex 
Viveros –“Alex made this article come alive! I loved this piece for a number of reasons. I was 



hooked right from the beginning with beautiful descriptions of the fair, anchored by a sobering 
current day reality for many, detailed with heart. Well done!” 
2.   Riverton Ranger, “What lies beneath”, Austin Beck-Doss –“I was hooked from the very 
beginning, thanks to Austin's wonderful lead and intro. This kind of writing makes learning fun- 
I was captured until the very end and learned so much along the way. Nice work!” 
HM.   Cody Enterprise, “Nubs stars in cougar documentary by Buzzy Hassrick”, Buzzy Hassrick 
–“This piece is fun, heartwarming, and superbly written. Buzzy has such a great journalistic 
voice, but his piece about Nubs stole the show this year! Nice work!” 
 
6.  Feature Story 
1.   Riverton Ranger, “Fear unlike anything else”, Austin Beck-Doss –“Wow! I loved that this 
was not just another historical piece with dates and facts. The writer takes us into the heart. mind 
and humanity of a young man at the most trying time of his life giving us a peek into what would 
be unimaginable fear for most of us. Well done! This was an extremely competitive category. 
There was so much outstanding work.” 
2.   Gillette News Record, “A Camblin Man”, Susan Monoghan –“What a great lede! I couldn't 
wait to hear what happened next. This is a great piece that embraces the stories of the generations 
of cowboys that built the Wyoming of today.” 
HM.   Casper Star-Tribune, “Casper artist communes with watch parts”, Dylan Farrell –“This is 
an example that subject matter does not need to be heavy to be a good story. This was a very 
interesting and artistically written piece. I enjoyed it very much.” 
 
7.  Column Writing 
1.   Riverton Ranger, “Squires columnist”, Sarah Squires –“Sarah Elmquist Squires did indeed 
grow up to be a writer. Thank you for sharing your lessons learned through both humor and 
sorrow.” 
2.   The Sheridan Press, “Columnist”, Amy Albrecht. 
 
8.  Sports News Story 
1.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Alix caps thrilling comeback”, Kyle Leverone –“The reporting 
creates a vivid picture that immerses the reader in the story and keeps them hooked. Incredible 
details throughout.” 
2.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Man dies following 'Everest' contest”, Kyle Leverone –“A 
tremendous amount of research went into this well-reported story.” 
HM.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle, “Money time: Mayfield qualifies for semis despite injury”, Matt 
Atencio –“The writer skillfully weaves event details into a well-reported recap.” 
 
9.  Sports Column 
1.   Gillette News Record, “I dreamed that an Olympic gold medalist stabbed me.”, Jonathan 
Gallardo - 
“That was some dream. Glad you survived and wrote about it. More please.” 
2.   The Sheridan Press,” Brendan Tries”, Brendan Saunders.-“"Only 25 meters." Good one, 
Brendon. Thanks for trying. Great idea, great series. Especially loved the swim race.” 
 
10.  Sports Feature Story 



1.   Douglas Budget, “Defeating the Disease”, RJ Morgan –“This is a story that was told with so 
much care and cooperation with the athlete and their relatives. Well made from start to finish, 
from the photos to the words.” 
2.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Student car rattles through Figure 8s”, Kyle Leverone –“Long 
story, but worth the read with many interviews. The reporter followed the action and described it 
well.” 
HM.   The Sheridan Press,” Brown redefines exercise with cerebral palsy”, Brendan Saunders –
“Brown's story gives us an insight on cerebral palsy. Inspiring story and well written.” 
 
11.  Outdoors-Environmental Reporting 
1.   Douglas Budget, “Outdoors-Environmental Reporting”, Cinthia Stimson –“Nice job 
following a story and reporting updates along the way. It was easy to understand, and now I want 
to know the outcome of the lawsuit and the project!” 
2.   Cody Enterprise, “Bill bans choppers in wild horse roundups”, Buzzy Hassrick –“Interesting 
topic. Nice job taking a national issue and localizing it.” 
HM.   Cody Enterprise, “Trumpeter swans wing into Yellowstone”, Victoria O'Brien –“Well 
written. Strong lead.” 
 
12.  Education Reporting 
1.   Buffalo Bulletin, “JCSD1 prepares; Ready for kindergarten; School district navigates AI”, 
Jackie Galli –“Captivating writing sets this education coverage apart. The reporter's use of 
scenes, details and human interactions made the stories a delight to read. Strong first sentences 
lead readers into the stories, which show a grasp of relevant topics. Stories exhibit a wise use of 
quotes (avoiding over-use) and thoughtful selection of compelling subjects. Considering the 
impacts of guns in schools through the eyes of a school custodian, for example, shows how 
policy crafted in Cheyenne hits home in school hallways.” 
2.   Riverton Ranger, “Diploma dilemma deepens, Job Corps staff ..., Transparency 
transgressions”, Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin –“Crisp writing propels readers through these 
highly-relevant stories at a fast clip. The reader learns a lot along the way as the author spells out 
what's at stake in stark terms with clear, simple language. Powerful quotes conveyed the life-
altering impacts of the Job Corps closure.” 
HM.   Powell Tribune, “School reporting”, Braden Schiller –“These clips show real skill in 
examining emotionally-charged personal and political conflicts. The reporter provides a clear, 
even-handed and thorough account of the disputes, educating readers about policies at play and 
giving fair treatment to all involved.” 
 
13.  Business-Energy Reporting 
1.   The Sheridan Press, “Business reporting”, Georgia Lodewyk –“This article found a 
Wyoming issue and brought great reporting and context to the local level. Well researched, 
current status and possible next steps.” 
2.   Buffalo Bulletin,” Childcare in demand; Construction industry growth; Rent increases”, 
Jackie Galli –“Identified statewide topics but then did great local interviewing to identify the 
extent of an issue in the Buffalo area. Brings great insight for locals.” 
HM.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle,” Business-Energy Reporting”, Noah Zahn. 
 
14.  Agriculture Reporting 



1.   Buffalo Bulletin, “Bullish on tariff; Going once, going twice; Trump plan sends markets 
tumbling”, Jen Sieve-Hicks –“Pieces were written well and easy to read.  Appreciated the topics 
that had impacts in the immediate community. The pictures were bright, emotional and 
captivating.” 
2.   Buffalo Bulletin, “Breaking down the farm bill; Fire Recovery; Green grass, calves”, Alex 
Hargrave –“Pieces were well written, detailed and knowledgeable.  Each piece was accurate, 
progressed well and was captivating for the reader.  Also the pictures were great.” 
 
HM.   The Sheridan Press, “Agriculture package”, Georgia Lodewyk –“Pieces were very well 
written with significant detail. These were hard and complex topics to describe and relate to the 
average reader. All the pieces offered great detail on the subject with an emotional component 
throughout.” 
 
15.  Arts-Entertainment-Culture Reporting 
1.   Riverton Ranger, “To make and record meaning, connection at play, it felt surreal”, Austin 
Beck-Doss –“You did a very thorough job reporting on a variety of topics. I found all your 
articles to be informative and engaging.” 
2.   Gillette News Record, “The portals of Christopher Amend”, Susan Monaghan –“Excellent 
deep dive! I enjoyed your article very much.” 
HM.   Cody Enterprise, “OBrien_Arts Entertainment Culture Package”, Victoria O'Brien –“Very 
good reporting! I liked the variety of topics you chose to submit. For what it's worth it was a 
tough decision to rank the top three finalists.” 
 
16.  Obituary Writing 
1.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Attorney Spence, 'Warrior for justice,' dies at 96”, Mark 
Huffman –“A tremendous example of an obit package that works because the writer lets us know 
right away what drove the subject. The writer also used a greybox to offer summaries of the 
cases that made Spence famous instead of letting those cases take away from others' memories of 
the Spence personality. A well-considered approach to news coverage of Spence' passing.” 
2.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle, “From city girl to farmer’s wife to public servant”, Hannah Shields 
–“It's easy to see a First Lady of a State as a title, but the writer takes us into some deeply 
personal places in this obit to reveal Mrs. Gehringer's personality. We see the First Lady's 
devotion to helping others, her philosophy of family, and even a woman of faith ready to make 
her final journey. Those who didn't know her, truly got to meet the person, and not just "The 
First Lady."” 
HM.   Gillette News Record, “Same old Samantha”, Susan Monaghan –“Obits of public figures 
on the section fronts are normal. This obit is powerful for multiple reasons. The photography 
helps tell the story, but the writer went above-and-beyond to find multiple sources who told the 
story of a grocery store employee who was beloved in the community. the backstory of 
Samantha was well-written. The stories told by her co-workers at Albertsens were powerful and 
drew the picture of who Samantha was.” 
 
17.  Headline Writing 
1.   Gillette News Record, “Nov. 30, 2025 edition”, Staff –“Some great headlines. "Enter the 
Amazon" sealed the deal for me.” 



2.   Riverton Ranger, “Riverton Ranger headlines”, Staff –“There is a growing trend in our 
business to write mile long headlines, so I appreciate that yours are concise. Keep it up.” 
HM.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “JHNG headlines”, Staff –“I liked your July 30 issue. A few 
artfully written ones in there.” 
 
18.  Special Section Or Supplement 
1.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle, “On the Beaten Path (I-80 Travel and Tourism Guide)”, Staff –
“Great job!  Strong cover, smart consistent typography with changeups to keep the reader 
engaged. Overall a clean cohesive look with strong ad support.” 
2.   The Sheridan Press, “Destination Sheridan: Rodeo 2025”, Staff –“Playful typography and 
changeups. Nice energy. Strong ads. I like the bold fearless approach to the layouts, although 
some of them are a bit over the top. I was pulled along through the book to see what I would find 
next.” 
HM.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle, “Wyoming Basketball Preview 2024, WyoSports” Staff. 
 
19.  Use Of Graphic Elements 
1.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Dating in Jackson”, Andy Edwards –“A light-hearted topic 
represented so well graphically. Even if you've never used one of these forsaken apps, you 
instantly know the interface.” 
2.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Family subdivisions”, Andy Edwards –“Great use of aerial 
photos and overlays to show exactly where the subdivisions will be placed. Love the map with 
the pins to show the scope.” 
HM.   Riverton Ranger, “Small Pantry Big Impact”, Staff –“Great use of the close up photos of 
the food. Using them graphically gives the piece an interesting visual depth instead of a single 
photo of an array of food.” 
 
20.  Information Graphic 
1.   Riverton Ranger, “Diploma dilemma”, Anita Duran –“Super fun and clever way to call 
attention to a serious subject. Graphically very appealing.” 
2.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Rendezvous Fest map”, Doug Sanders –“The details draw me 
in. It has a sober tone with a dash of playfulness.” 
HM.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Tull properties map”, Andy Edwards –“Elegant and clean. A 
handsome infographic.” 
 
21.  Front Page Design 
1.   Riverton Ranger, “Riverton Ranger front page design”, Anita Duran –“I love these magazine 
style newspaper designs.  Punchy, well-balanced, and fun. Awesome job.” 
2.   Powell Tribune, “Powell Tribune Front Page Design”, Steve Johnston, Staff –“I should have 
guessed from the strong special sections that the Powell Tribune A1 pages would impress. I find 
these really elegant and well-balanced for such a densely packed editorial space. Well done.” 
HM.   Buffalo Bulletin, “Buffalo Bulletin”, Stacy Bronson –“Nicely balanced and varied, 
particularly the 02/27/2025 edition.” 
 
22.  Open Page Design 
1.   Powell Tribune, “Powell Tribune Sweet forecast for sugar beets”, Steve Johnston, Staff “-I 
really love this page design. Feels local and authentic. Wonderful balance of elements.” 



2.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Spring cleaning”, Andy Edwards –“Modern and striking with a 
back country vibe, as well as a sense of humor.” 
HM.   Powell Tribune, “Powell Tribune Mountain Modern”, Gary Staebler, Staff –“Another 
elegant layout from the designers at Powell Tribune. Really pulls you into the content.” 
 
23.  Small Ad 
1.   Gillette News Record, “CC Most Wanted”, Mallory Schenach –“Really liked this ad, using 
mugshots is great, bet readers look for this ad because of mugshots! Also like use of QR code.” 
2.   Buffalo Bulletin,” Luxurious Diamonds/ Legacy Diamond and Gems”, Stacy 
Bronson,Maggie Boydston –“Ad is very clean, diamonds graphic is great, its like a  black/white 
ad but in color!” 
HM.   Powell Tribune, “The Ding Pro, Have a safe hunt!”, Gary Staebler, Toby Bonner –“Great 
graphic - caught my eye immediately.” 
 
24.  Institutional Ad 
1.   Buffalo Bulletin,” Historic downtown Buffalo/Buffalo chamber”, Stacy Bronson –“The 
colors and mood of this ad really caught my eye and made me want to visit this place. What 
more could you ask an ad to do? Well done.” 
2.   Cody Enterprise, “WYDOT”, Jana Cardew and Mallory Schenach –“Clever ad design. I love 
the large soft focus translucent copy at the top, how it makes the ad more interesting without 
adding noise, and helps to emphasize the main message just below it.” 
HM.   Buffalo Bulletin, “Horse racing/Wyoming Council on problem gambling”, Stacy Bronson, 
Maggie Boydston –“Strong ad with a straightforward message, nicely designed.” 
 
25.  Merchandise Ad 
1.   Cody Enterprise, “Beartooth Floral and Gifts”, Megan Barton –“Love coupons in ads, really 
works for this category.” 
2.   The Sheridan Press, “Wyoming Cartridge Co”, Deb McLain –“Great ad, graphic of bullet 
pulls you in, information on company is conveyed just right.” 
HM.   Powell Tribune, “Blair's Pet Food”, Steve Johnston, Toby Bonner –“Great graphics - 
shows what merchandise is available which the whole point of the ad.” 
 
26.  House Ad 
1.   Buffalo Bulletin, “Hunting for News”, Stacy Bronson –“Professional looking ad, headline 
pulls you in - not your typical house ad.” 
2.   Buffalo Bulletin, “Made you look”, Stacy Bronson –“Great graphic - takes your eyes right to 
ad - no pun intended!” 
HM.   Cody Enterprise, “Cody Enterprise-Shout About Your Love From the Mountain Tops!”, 
Staff –“Photo graphics nice touch.” 
 
27.  Best Use Of Color In Ad 
1.   Douglas Budget, “Arrow Electric”, Donald Wlliams –“Cant get more colorful than this ad! 
Great use of color!!” 
2.   Cody Enterprise, “Canyon Real Estate”, Jana Cardew and Mallory Schenach –“Starbursts 
make you feel like your actually seeing them in real time - great ad.” 



HM.   The Sheridan Press, “Honoring our Heros - Allure Boutique”, Denim Lind –“Colors in 
contract to silhouette really works well in this ad.” 
 
28.  Best Designed Ad 
1.   Jackson Hole News&Guide, “Abi Garaman Celebration of Life”, Staff –“Beautifully 
designed ad. Perfect use of crisp, simple colors that add to a great photo, rather than distract. 
Font chosen is a cherry on top. Unlike some other entrants this year, this designer used simplicity 
which is always the most powerful.” 
2.   Cody Enterprise, “Ace Hardware-We Wish You a Merry Christmas”, Megan Barton and 
Mallory Schenach –“A lovely use of a historic photo. The decorations add to design without 
being distracting. Also good font choices for a celebratory and vintage feel. A true Christmas 
card to the community. 
HM.   Cody Enterprise, Builders First Source, Megan Barton and Mallory Schenach -A 
strikingly simple design. Well done!” 
 
29.  Public Service Award 
1.   Buffalo Bulletin, “The Pemmican student newspaper”, Staff –“A wonderful project 
combining education, journalism in the schools, a venue for students to be heard, a bridge 
between generations and outreach for the newspaper.  An example worth following.” 
2.   The Sheridan Press, “Public Service Award: Dia De Los Muertos”, Hector Martinez, Georgia 
Lodewyk, Aria Heyneman –“Many newspapers talk about Spanish translation but never figure 
out how to get it going. The Sheridan Press has embarked on that commitment for its 
community. Felicidades.” 
HM.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle,” "Wyoming Watch" weekly podcast”, Staff –“A fine venture 
into the podcast medium, reaching people who might not be interacting with the print paper and 
involving members of the community in your reporting in a new way.” 
 
30.  First Amendment Award 
1.   Riverton Ranger, “Riverton Ranger first amendment”, Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin, Austin 
Beck-Doss –“Congratulations to the Riverton Ranger staff for taking on the fight for 
transparency and accountability and reporting through it with front-page stories educating the 
public about the importance of public information and open meetings.” 
2.   The Sheridan Press, “First Amendment Award”, Joseph Beaudet, Staff –“Reporting that 
holds local government accountable, illuminates abuses of public record access fees, and 
educates readers on why it matters to them.” 
 
31.  Website 
1.   The Sheridan Press, “The Sheridan Press website”, Staff –“Simple, strong organization. Like 
the home page online poll. Good use of text headlines instead of trying to do too much with 
photos on home page.” 
2.   Gillette News Record, “News Record Website”, Staff –“Again, simple organization and 
layout. Gets a little busy towards the bottom of the home page.” 
HM.   Wyoming Tribune Eagle, “WyoSports.net”, WyoSports Staff –“Overall site organization 
is good, but it's not always easy to navigate with inconsistency in headers at the top vs. middle of 
pages.” 
 



32.  Plus Business Advertising Idea 
1.   Gillette News Record, “2025 Local Historic Calendar”, Staff –“This is a wonderful product. 
Love the coherent use of color and style throughout. Using historic photos that also had 
something to do with the featured advertiser is very clever and fun. What a great marriage of 
history, design, and advertising.” 
2.   Gillette News Record, “Ads By Kids”, Staff –“What isn't there to love about this fun ad 
campaign! Great way to help teach kids about advertising and build relationships between the 
business community and youth.” 
HM.   Powell Tribune, “Paint The Town Red”, Staff –“Great idea but could be executed cleaner. 
Would recommend some space between the featured business ads. Also, a map may be a fun way 
to help new students find the participating businesses.” 
 
 
Hanway Division  
 
1.  General News Story 
1.   Uinta County Herald, “Lyman man sentenced up to 120 years”, Amanda Manchester –“This 
story hooked me from the lede and kept me engaged throughout. In a single story, I learned all 
the necessary details of this case and found it compelling. Fantastic job.” 
2.   Lander Journal, “A different kind of election”, Marit Gookin –“You handled a very complex 
issue well, explaining the election process to people who are often unfamiliar with the specifics. 
Great job.” 
HM.   Laramie Boomerang,” 'It's always production over safety': Mountain Cement plant 
workers to vote for unionization”, Rachel Finch –“I found this story to be interesting, and felt it 
shined a light in a place where there is often darkness. Well done.” 
 
2.  Spot News Story 
1.   Lander Journal, “LPD, city face federal suit”, Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin –“Storytelling 
that illustrates how tactical training in use of force and emphasizing purposes and ethics of law 
enforcement are equally important.” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “The big bang”, Mary Stroka –“Well written and solidly 
constructed for a longer article. There is a great deal of information about the overall impact of a 
refinery explosion on the community.” 
HM.   Lovell Chronicle, “Mom shoots children, then self in Byron”, Patti Carpenter –““Tragedy 
at the Tunnel” and “Woman shoots children, then self in Byron” were both hard stories to report. 
While both entries were very good efforts, the murder-suicide was more heartwrenching because 
of the sheer senselessness of such acts, especially against one's own children.” 
 
3.  In-Depth Reporting 
1.   Laramie Boomerang, “New era in U.S. rare earth mining: American Rare Earths launches 
development of Cowboy State Mine”, Rachel Finch –“This reporting provided easy-to-
understand information about why this type of mining is important to the U.S. industries that rely 
on these materials as well as Wyoming and Albany County. And did so without being boring.” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Ballot errors”, Alexis Barker –“An unsettling local 
situation made worse with state-level Republican political infighting between the governor and 



secretary of state. This reporter has also avoided the urge to portray the clerk as someone 
deserving sympathy.  Good work.” 
 
4.  Government Issue Reporting 
1.   Lander Journal, “Legality of a letter, Behind the curtain”, Sarah Squires, Marit Gookin –
“That you got to publish this during Sunshine Week is *chef's kiss*Love the excuse that it wasn't 
a real decision so it wasn't a real violation. That's not how it works.” 
2.   Uinta County Herald, “Lind blasts mayor / Council seeks resolution / Heated council 
meeting”, Kayne Pyatt –“Unfortunately, sometimes reporting on the disfunction of a government 
board is the only way to demonstrate why it's so important for the public to be aware of what 
their elected officials are doing.” 
 
5.  News-Feature Story 
1.   Lovell Chronicle, “Natural Trap Cave”, John Bernhisel –“Nice lede; making the reader 
question how falling 100 feet into a dark cave could possibly be good. The imagery is nice as 
well in the second graph. Well organized story. The fact the cave is always cold, the bones go 
back 100,000 years and the window to enter is so small all feel like they could have been worked 
into the first couple of paragraphs to really drive interest. Overall one of the better feature stories 
in the competition.” 
2.   Lander Journal, “A good man”, Marit Gookin –“A nice visual lede. I think a more poignant 
lede may have been; "The little red car normally parked in front of Lander City Hall isn't there 
today. Mayor Monte Richardson passed away unexpectedly Wednesday morning."Overall a 
great, heartfelt dedication to a public servant. And highlighting both his service and the trials and 
tribulations as a public servant. Great use of photo package to capture the life of the man.” 
HM.   Northern Wyoming News, “Missing In The Forest”, Kat McMahon –“Story is very 
interesting, but needs a good lede to hook me in. It reads like a breaking news story at first 
before rolling into the really indepth stuff. About 20 years ago the AP had a huge story that was 
about a missing hiker on Everest and the story went into a lot of known missing person cases and 
talked to people who saw the missing man before he disappeared. This reminded me of that, but 
it needs some subheads and a little tightening/reworking to keep the flow. A good lede may have 
been about how close he was to not being found, followed by how people are easily lost on the 
mountain etc, then roll into cases of other lost hikers, then the details of this hikers story and 
finally wrapping it up with the other hiker still missing.” 
 
6.  Feature Story 
1.   Uinta County Herald, “There's a better life out there”, Amanda Manchester –“An amazing in-
depth story of life with addiction and how hard it is for people to recover. This is a story that 
shares how important it is to have "wounded healers" who have been through their own struggles 
who can then help others. A well written story that didn't just focus on the painful parts of 
Fickner's journey, but also how she has succeeded in battling addiction.” 
2.   Northern Wyoming News, “To The Top”, Sean Mortimer –“This is a really well written story 
about the outdoors. The reader feels like they are actually on the trip with Albright and his niece. 
Perfect length and use of detail.” 
HM.   Torrington Telegram, “A Voice on the line_9-19-25”, Jess Oaks –“This is a truly amazing 
story and is well told from the dispatcher's perspective and the family's. Only critique is it could 



have been edited down slightly. Some paragraphs were a bit repetitive. Still, a great piece of 
journalism.” 
 
7.  Column Writing 
1.   Torrington Telegram, “AnEyeForAnEye, Guardian angels and broken mirrors, Finalwords”, 
Jess Oaks –“"Guardian angels and broken mirrors" This was brilliantly written with excellent 
metaphors and connections.” 
2.   Lovell Chronicle, “Many memories, An exploding toilet, Dinosaurs come”, David Peck –
“"Dinosaurs come with much roaring" was very heartwarming. Being a grandfather sounds 
wonderful.” 
HM.   Lovell Chronicle, “When faith, Our communities, Did you know?”, John Bernhisel –
“"Our communities step up for those in need" had such a wonderful message, sounds like a great 
place to live.” 
 
8.  Sports News Story 
1.   Laramie Boomerang, “Strength in numbers: Wicks prioritizes mental health with Cowboys”, 
Alex Taylor –“Great approach to storytelling and getting into the story. Good information.” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Who's playing?”, Mary Stroka –“Different kind of sports 
story. Stands out because it's not just a gamer, but a deeper discussion.” 
HM.   Torrington Telegram, “Capturing gold – the path to the state title”, Robert Galbreath –
“Great photos complement really good writing.” 
 
9.  Sports Column 
1.   Northern Wyoming News, “Hear Me Out”, Alex Kuhn –“Makes solid arguments against 
salary caps and uses clever analogies to back them up. A fun read.” 
2.   Laramie Boomerang, “What's your favorite Josh Allen memory as a Cowboy?”, Alex Taylor 
–“It was a tough call and this was a close second. I like how you took such a deep dive on 
Allen's stats and overall record. This must've been a satisfying read for Cowboys fans to 
reminisce on memories of their former star quarterback.” 
HM.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, Karpe Dogie, Sonja Karp –“Raised some important 
questions about declining participation in athletics. I think your arguments could've been 
stronger with statistics to back up some of your claims, but still a good column.” 
 
10.  Sports Feature Story 
1.   Laramie Boomerang, “Brotherly Love: Wyoming's Wicks, UNC's Smiley forge unbreakable 
bond”, Alex Taylor –“The writer found and angle and went all in on the story. Well done. An 
interesting story to read even if you don't know who the people are.” 
2.   Sundance Times, “In it for the long haul”, Sarah Pridgeon –“A story on a unique sport. Well 
told. Will enlighten a lot of folks!” 
HM.   Laramie Boomerang, “Hupp's Heart: UW rodeo coach conquers adversity en route to 
Laramie”, Adam Engel –“Very well told feature story; good progression in the story telling. 
Great quotes.” 
 
11.  Outdoors-Environmental Reporting 
1.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “City water”, Alexis Barker –“Writing demonstrates a strong 
command of AP Style, and the stories are excellently well-written, with varied sentence 



structures and vocabulary. The author is always thorough in their reporting, covering the issues 
from multiple angles and consistently answering just about any question I can think a reader 
might have. I also appreciate how the writer explains the work to the water infrastrucutre in ways 
that are easy to understand without ever feeling overly simplified.” 
2.   Green River Star, “Changes to the RMP”, Hannah Romero –“Writing is clear and to the 
point, with a great command of AP Style. The author is also thorough in their reporting, with 
each story incorporating a nice variety of sources, and I always felt like the articles answered all 
questions a reader could be left with. Good work following an ongoing issue and tackling it from 
several angles over time.” 
HM.   Star Valley Independent, “Environmental Issues”, Aubrey Hale –“The stories on oil and 
gas and public lands were both cleanly written and effectively laid out, though the public lands 
story does refer to Rep. Harriet Hageman as a senator. The story on septic waste, however, falls 
back on some repetitive sentence structures that begin to become obvious as the story goes on. 
For example, of the seven paragraphs on the first page, three begin with the sentence structure of 
"Source said/explained/etc., 'quote.'"” 
 
12.  Education Reporting 
1.   Uinta County Herald, “Education reporting by Kayne Pyatt”, Kayne Pyatt –“Kayne Pyatt 
demonstrates the strongest overall command of education reporting among the entries. Her 
coverage of school finance, legal rulings, and staffing challenges reflects a deep understanding of 
statewide education policy and its local impacts. Pyatt’s writing is clear, well-structured, and 
supported by strong sourcing from administrators, education experts, and others. Each article 
provides substantial educational value to readers by translating complex funding and legal topics 
into accessible, relevant reporting. Her work stands out not only for its depth and analysis, but 
also for her professionalism in approaching complex issues with balance, clarity, and authority.” 
2.   Sundance Times, “Mill levies, firearms and a long-time mascot”, Sarah Pridgeon –“Sarah 
Pridgeon excels at breaking down complex school district issues into clear, readable reporting 
that highlights both policy implications and community impact. Her coverage of a proposed mill 
levy, a district firearms policy, and a mascot debate shows versatility and strong relevance to 
educational governance. Pridgeon consistently contextualizes decisions so readers understand not 
only what is happening, but why it matters for students, families, and taxpayers. Her writing is 
polished, engaging, and informative, earning her a close second place.” 
HM.   Lander Journal, “Dialing policy, guns for videos, talks expulsion”, Marit Gookin –“Marit 
Gookin offers sharp, well-explained reporting on school policy topics including cellphone 
restrictions, transparency initiatives, and student discipline. Her articles demonstrate a solid 
grasp of governance processes and effectively present multiple perspectives from board 
members, staff, and community stakeholders. Gookin’s writing is clear and thoughtful, providing 
strong educational value by helping readers understand how policy decisions directly affect 
school environments. While her scope is more localized than the top two entries, the quality and 
clarity of her reporting earn her a strong third place.” 
 
13.  Business-Energy Reporting 
1.   Green River Star, Planes, “nuclear power, and cups of coffee”, Hannah Romero –“Stories 
were thorough, of local interest and had good quotes and strong ledes.” 



2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Economy, Races, Partnership”, MIchael Alexander –“I 
liked the larger theme of keeping the mayor accountable to his campaign promises. The stories 
were thorough with strong sources and local interest.” 
HM.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “RER”, Mary Stroka –“I appreciated your concise 
reporting and attention to defining jargon for the common reader.” 
 
14.  Agriculture Reporting 
1.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Ewe, Fair, FFA”, Josie Smith. 
 
15.  Arts-Entertainment-Culture Reporting 
1.   Lander Journal, “An invitation to art, Shoshone elder, Homegrown harmony”, Austin Beck-
Doss –“Beautiful writing. Each piece created a unique story that drew me into the lives of these 
people. The engaging tone made me want to read more.” 
2.   Northern Wyoming News, “Arts and Entertainment”, Sean Mortimer –“The writing clearly 
shows a love of the subjects, and a desire to ensure the audience knows these people and their 
stories. Strong work with stories that otherwise could have easily been castoffs.” 
HM.   Green River Star, “Stories that need to be told”, Hannah Romero -The reporter's love for 
theatre comes through in each of these features.” 
 
16.  Obituary Writing 
1.   Lander Journal, “A good man”, Marit Gookin –“This obit story had the strongest lead and 
was the most comprehensive coverage of a man who was remembered for all he did in and for 
the Lander community.” 
2.   Green River Star, “Dr. Jeff Wilson: A community remembers”, Danielle Salas –“This obit 
story includes many great anecdotes  about Jeff Wilson that made hm the man his friends and 
family knew as a productive community member.” 
HM.   Green River Star, “Roy Lloyd honored and remembered”, Hannah Romero –“This obit 
story primarily focused on Lloyd's service to the Sweetwater County Commission and memories 
of those who served with him.” 
 
17.  Headline Writing 
1.   Lander Journal, “Lander Journal headline writing”, Staff –“The front page of your February 
12 edition had some truly excellent headlines. I love a good pun. Nice work.” 
2.   Uinta County Herald, “Headline Writing-UCH”, Staff –“These headlines were very 
informative.” 
HM.   Northern Wyoming News, “Northern Wyoming News”, Staff –“Some of your headlines 
could be a little more concise.” 
 
18.  Special Section Or Supplement 
1.   Sundance Times, “Graduation”, Stan Horning –“Loved all the photos of the graduates!” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “Summer Guide”, SVI Staff –“Photos and stories were laid out very 
well, made it easy to read.” 
HM.   Laramie Boomerang, “UW Welcome Back special section”, Laramie Boomerang –“Color 
scheme and photos flowed very well.” 
 
19.  Use Of Graphic Elements 



1.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Fair results”, Amy Menerey –“The vibrant pop art/Warhol 
vibe of this design really sings. Well done!” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “Posters feature”, Aubrey Taylor, Amanda Nelson –“Very nicely 
executed and successful without being too busy! Nice work!” 
HM.   Lovell Chronicle, “LC - 12-12-24 Front”, Carla Wensky –“This cover page really stood 
out for both the juxtaposition of imagery along with the wonderful horse and desert up atop. 
Well done!” 
 
20.  Information Graphic 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “Girls Wrestling”, Amanda Nelson –“The design is dynamic, with 
jubilant imagery that matches the team's accomplishment. Readers will surely feel the spirit of 
victory when viewing it. This info graphic is the champion in its class.” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “State Football”, Aubrey Taylor –“A strong design that pays 
homage to the full team's efforts and accomplishment. It's one the school and each member of the 
team will surely cherish. Very well done.” 
HM.   Star Valley Independent, “Off to the next level”, Amanda Nelson –“Strong concept using 
graphics and photographs to allow readers to quickly match athletes to where they are headed. 
Well done.” 
 
21.  Front Page Design 
1.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “News Letter Journal”, Amy Menerey –“Love all the white 
space. Love the kicker heads. Easy to read. Fun look.” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “Star Valley Independent front page”, Aubrey Taylor, Amanda 
Nelson –“Creative uses of those flags. Must have taken a lot of time and it shows ... Halloween 
treatment made me laugh.” 
 
22.  Open Page Design 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “Mount Vernon”, Aubrey Taylor –“Very creative! I love the font 
and overall page layout.” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “State Football”, Aubrey Taylor –“Nice use of photos to fill out the 
number three. The design is eye-catching yet easy to read.” 
HM.   Star Valley Independent, “Growing Up Osmond”, Amanda Nelson –“Very groovy! The 
font and colors complement the overall theme.” 
 
23.  Small Ad 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “First Bank Christmas”, Amanda Nelson –“Very clean. Graphics 
are fun.Nicely done.” 
2.   Lander Journal, “Village”, Kim Draper –“Graphics very much suit the ad. Like the wording 
and the graphics are cozy which I think matches the ad.” 
HM.   Star Valley Independent, “Fall Festival”, Amanda Nelson –“Good ad placement. Looks 
cool the way it's floating and the colors are nice and bright.” 
 
24.  Institutional Ad 
1.   Lovell Chronicle, “No Chickens”, Carla Wensky –“Very blunt and to the point. Love it.” 
2.   Sundance Times, “Drawn to the library”, Wes Pridgeon –“Very nicely done.” 



HM.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Cheers for the home team”, Amy Menerey –“Love the 
Team Spirit. Good Job.” 
 
25.  Merchandise Ad 
1.   Lovell Chronicle, “Thanksgiving Turkey Deal Alert”, Karlie Hammond –“I love the cuddly 
Grandma in this Ad. When I looked at this ad it immediately brought a smile to my face. 
Wonderful Job.” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “Spring Craft Show”, Amanda Nelson –“I love the Spring colors 
and flowers that match the season. Way to bring it all together.” 
HM.   Sundance Times, “Give the gift of knowledge”, Wes Pridgeon –“Love the rustic and cozy 
look of the ad. good job.” 
 
26.  House Ad 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “Hello”, Aubrey Taylor –“You got me at hello! Great use of white 
space and combining with the QR code made for a very effective house ad.” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “Dan and Kim Dockstader”, Amanda Nelson –“Nothing says 
community quite like this ad. It speaks to the heart of what we do: connecting with the 
community. Keep up the great work Dan and Kim!” 
HM.   Star Valley Independent, “Weekday Wake-up,” Aubrey Taylor –“Some times all you need 
is an angry cat to make a great full page ad.” 
 
27.  Best Use Of Color In Ad 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “Fall River Propane”, Aubrey Taylor –“Very clean looking ad, 
colors are well balanced, pleasing to the eye.” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Serendipity”, Tera Stevens –“Colors in graphics really 
mesh well with each other.” 
HM.   Lovell Chronicle, “Off We Go Again”, Carla Wensky, Kyler Martinez –“Colors used go 
well together.” 
 
28.  Best Designed Ad 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “Hello”, Aubrey Taylor –“Very effective ad, made me scan the QR 
code to see what ad was about.” 
2.   Star Valley Independent, “Did You Hear?”, Aubrey Taylor –“Unique graphic definitely pulls 
in reader!” 
HM.   Lovell Chronicle,” Lovell Mustangs - Thank You,” Carla Wensky –“Colors really meshed 
well in this ad.” 
 
29.  Public Service Award 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “Food Bank”, SVI Staff –“This is clearly a topic that is important to 
the staff of this newspaper, as the food bank topic was highlighted numerous times throughout 
the year in stories. It is tackled through various angles, and is never allowed to be forgotten. A 
real public service for their community.” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Dust Off for the Dogies”, Bob Bonnar –“This newspaper 
did a good job of drumming up public interest in this topic, and did good follow-up with ads and 
photos. Good job.” 



HM.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Kozisek Aquatic Center”, Bob Bonnar –“A good topic to 
pursue. I enjoyed the follow-up advertisements and the conclusing story. Nicely done.” 
 
30.  First Amendment Award 
1.   Lander Journal, “Premature publication, Legality of a letter, Behind the curtain”, Sarah 
Squires, Marit Gookin –“The Lander Journal clearly takes transparency in government to the 
next level in reporting on these important issues within the city government and school board. 
Excellent storytelling!” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “Election records”, Alexis Barker –“The News Letter 
Journal is doing a superb job of asking the right questions and keeping the public informed about 
the actions of county clerk. This is an important story not just in Wyoming but for the nation, 
when county clerks cannot be trusted with the election process.” 
 
31.  Website 
1.   Sundance Times, “Sundance Times”, Staff –“Simple layout is easy to explore because it isn't 
a super busy overall look. There is a lot of material and a good mix of choices. Wish the body 
copy font was a little darker and that there was an easily accessible staff list with contact 
information. The advertisements are there, but nicely arranged and not distracting. There wasn't 
information provided to access the paid content.” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal, “News Letter Journal website”, NLJ Staff –“Overall layout 
is neat and colorful without overdoing it. The advertisements that change content are distracting 
but not overwhelming. There's plenty of material to read and look at. The content is easily 
accessible. The top of the splash page has light text that's hard to see in the orange bar, for 
example.” 
HM.   Star Valley Independent, “SVInews.com,” Dahl Erickson, SVI Staff –“The photos at the 
top of the page are good quality and shouldn't have printing on top of them. The title of the 
publication should be larger. There is a lot going on when you look at the top of the splash page. 
Bold but a little too dark. There is plenty of white space and the story listings, with a striking 
headline color and font, are easy to read and find what one is looking for. Plenty of content in a 
variety of forms. The staff directory is friendly but should be more prominent. There was no 
username or password provided for login to see any content behind the paywall.” 
 
32.  Plus Business Advertising Idea 
1.   Star Valley Independent, “Hello”, Aubrey Taylor –“Love the simplicity of this. Very smart 
and convincing.” 
2.   Newcastle News Letter Journal,” Reunion”, Staff –“Smart use of that funding proves that 
community and connection has a value much greater than the sum of its parts.” 
HM.   Star Valley Independent, “Thayne Community Food Bank Month of Thanks”, Amanda 
Nelson –“The ads are jazzy, and I can see how the recurrance of the message could be more 
effective at driving home the bank as a community hub than a single full page ad which includes 
everyone but runs only once.” 
 
 
Biggs Division  
 
1.  General News Story 



1.   Rocket Miner, “A case of 'betrayal and broken trust”', Ann Jantz –“Solid storytelling of a 
very compelling story. This story was the whole package from headline to the end. It stood out as 
the clear leader.” 
2.   Rawlins Times, “Procedural snafu”, Ann Jantz –“Excellent storytelling and nice layout. 
Good use of quotes.” 
HM.   Rawlins Times, “Rawlins City Council draws line”, Ann Jantz –“Solid story with clean 
concise writing.” 
 
2.  Spot News Story 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Learning in the dark”, Joshua Wood –“Great Story!” 
2.   Pinedale Roundup, “Local man killed in shooting on Main Street”, Cali O'Hare –“Could have 
used more details regarding what happened.” 
 
3.  In-Depth Reporting 
1.   Rocket Miner, Reliance “Fire Service”, Trina Brittain, Ann Jantz –“This series felt like a true 
success story on why local journalism is important. It was great to see the community of 
Reliance rally around their Fire Service when it was threatened, and also how town members 
took time to educate themselves on why the issue was happening. The editorial also did a good 
job of calling out the Rocket Miner for not keeping a closer eye on the issue, while also not 
letting the two fire services who were involved off the hook.” 
2.   Rocket Miner, “I-80 tunnel tragedy”, Trina Brittain –“The star of this series is the interview 
with Andrea Domhoff. What an amazing story of the survivors working to support each other in 
the aftermath of the crash. Main critique is to share a brief note at the beginning of the first 
article printed on what time the incident took place etc. Totally understand that everyone in the 
community was probably aware, but it would be good to help others from outside who wanted to 
learn more about the incident, even if specific details were not yet available.” 
HM.   Saratoga Sun,” Seminoe Reporting”, Elliott Deins –“Glad to see how the story developed 
to include what the possible ramifications for the Seminoe Pump project, while also sharing the 
perspective of the people advocating for more engird security. Wanted to learn what happened to 
the project in the end!” 
 
4.  Government Issue Reporting 
1.   Greybull Standard,” Line break leaves users high and dry”, Nathan Oster –“This story made 
reading about a line break interesting. The community perspective added to the compelling 
storytelling.” 
2.   Basin Republican Rustler, “County cuts libraries, slashes staff hours”, Avery Howe –“Solid 
storytelling on an important topic. Good use of quotes and nice presentation.” 
HM.   Rocket Miner, “Wylie, Larson vs Freedom PAC”, Ann Jantz –“Good reporting that 
included all necessary information to keep the reader up-to-date and informed on the topic.” 
 
5.  News-Feature Story 
1.   Basin Republican Rustler, “Local author's book shares a look into the American rehab 
machine”, Avery Howe –“Great article. More people need to become aware of the issues raised 
in the Authors book.” 
2.   Saratoga Sun, “No Guarantee”, Joshua Wood –“Needed Topic. Well written.” 



HM.   Glenrock Independent, “Digging Deep Into Converse's Clovis Roots”, Cinthia Stimson –
“Interesting as well as awe inspiring.” 
 
6.  Feature Story 
1.   Pinedale Roundup, “Big Piney murder victim considered suspects his ‘closest, most trusted’ 
friends”, Cali O'Hare –“It takes a balance of sensitivity, accurate hard news reporting and the 
ability to weave the two together to make a successful article like this one. Well done!” 
2.   Dubois Frontier, “A Mighty Long Bushwalk”, Christine Snow –“The success in this article 
was in the storytelling and flow. It was a tough competitor for first place but ultimately I wanted 
more quotes from Lucy.” 
HM.   Greybull Standard, “The tale behind the tombstone”, Marlys Good –“I appreciated the 
deep dive into this man's tombstone and his story. Overall great writing, for me the most exciting 
part was about the ghost sightings and the article would have been more engaging if started with 
that.” 
 
7.  Column Writing 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Deins Columns”, Elliott Deins –“Deins success was the engagement and 
natural flow of his writing. It also felt genuine.” 
2.   Rocket Miner, “Thinking Out Loud columns”, Trina Brittain –“Brittan shared raw stories and 
her vulnerability showed bravery. I believe her columns could really help someone. A little more 
clarity and story flow would go a long way.” 
 
8.  Sports News Story 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Pickleball Drama”, D'Ron Campbell, Elliott Deins –“Great information, 
depth, reporting in this feature. Stands out as a news story that's not a game story.” 
2.   Glenrock Independent, “Hard Work Pays Off”, RJ Morgan –“Good complementary 
photography, very good game coverage news journalism.” 
HM.   Kemmerer Gazette, “Lady Rangers repeat as 2A State Track and Field Champs!”, Don 
Cogger –“Good photography to complement. Well written event coverage.” 
 
9.  Sports Column 
1.   Rocket Miner, “Sports Poseur and Outdoor columns”, Ann Jantz. 
 
10.  Sports Feature Story 
1.   Kemmerer Gazette, “Walker named finalist for 2025 Milward Simpson Award”, Don Cogger 
–“This profile immerses the reader in a unique athlete's world; it felt like I was spending an 
afternoon with Laynee.” 
2.   Saratoga Sun, “The Most Fun You Can Have With Your Pants On”, Elliott Deins –“Skijoring 
sounds like a good time, and this story captured that essence of this sport.” 
 
11.  Outdoors-Environmental Reporting 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Outdoors”, Elliott Deins –“Good spectrum of stories and nice effort to write 
outside of the box.” 
2.   Rawlins Times, “Seminoe Pumped Storage”, Ann Jantz –“Lots of details and kudos to the 
writer for keeping her readership informed about a project that could change a major recreation 
destination.” 



 
12.  Education Reporting 
1.   Platte County Record Times, “Data breach, bullying awareness, and Purple Star School”, 
Lisa Phelps –“These stories went beyond the surface-level reporting that's become all-too-
common with education reporting as a result of increased privacy laws and school district all too 
eager not to return phone calls. The Purple Star School story, in particular, had several voices 
sharing viewpoints from several angles.” 
2.   Rocket Miner, “Education reporting”, Trina Brittain –“It can be all too easy to report on 
homeschooling from the district's point of view, so it was good to see that dive into the 
homeschooling side of the conversation. The records story also was nicely told. I felt the 
mother's struggle.” 
HM.   Saratoga Sun, “Education”, Elliott Deins –“Great coverage of the events at the schools, 
but also a nice in-depth piece on the teacher returning to his childhood school.” 
 
13.  Business-Energy Reporting 
No entries. 
 
14.  Agriculture Reporting 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Agriculture package”, Elliott Deins. 
 
15.  Arts-Entertainment-Culture Reporting 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Arts”, Elliott Deins –“Really phenomenal writing. You can tell by the quotes 
that the questions, themselves, were thoughtful and engaging. Each story had an energy to them 
that not every newspaper has. Photos were great too.” 
2.   Pinedale Roundup, “Portfolio for Arts/Entertainment/Culture reporting”, Cali O'Hare –
“Photos were excellent (especially of the Wind River Dancers -- the photo of the man jumping 
was exceptional). I just wish there was more 'story' to the stories.  I'm sure it's due to space 
limitations, but each story could have benefit from a little more room. Great, all around though. 
You should be proud of your work!” 
 
16.  Obituary Writing 
No entries. 
 
17.  Headline Writing 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Headline Writing”, D'Ron Campbell, Elliott Deins, Hillery Ingleby. 
 
18.  Special Section Or Supplement 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “Hats Off To Ag”, Staff .  
2.   Greybull Standard, “2025 Hunting Edition”, Staff. 
HM.   Pinedale Roundup, “Green River Rendezvous Special Section”, Cali O'Hare. 
 
19.  Use of Graphic Elements 
No entries. 
 
20.  Information Graphic 
No entries. 



 
21.  Front Page Design 
1.   Glenrock Independent, “The Glenrock Independent / Front Page Design entry”, Cinthia 
Stimson, RJ Morgan, Clifford Smith –“A nice, solid mix of art and copy. It's easy to read and 
does a good job differentiating and calling attention to separate stories.” 
2.   Greybull Standard, “Front Page Design”, Nathan Oster –“Close second, ranked lower 
because some of the spacing feels a little tight. Nice look overall.” 
HM.   Rocket Miner, “Rocket Miner front pages”, Staff –“Definitely different. Liked the photo 
fade and headline overlap with the 'We are builders' story. All that white space is like candy corn 
-- love it or hate it. I didn't care for it, but my boss loved it.” 
 
22.  Open Page Design 
1.   Dubois Frontier, “From Candles to Incandescents”, Christine Snow –“Simple, strong focal 
point with the singular image. Nice work.” 
2.   Bridger Valley Pioneer, “Evanston Rodeo Series photo page”, Sue Bruynes –“Even though 
it's a little busy, the continuity of images covering the same event make it work nicely. Some 
strong photos in her too.” 
HM.   Platte County Record Times, “A tribute to America’s Heroes”, Lisa Phelps. 
 
23.  Small Ad 
1.   Dubois Frontier, “Tom's 100th”, Christine Snow –“It is the fact of what an amazing life Tom 
has been able to live. Also it is the only color ad in this division and class.” 
2.   Moorcroft Leader, “Women's Wellness Clinic”, Stan Horning –“Good amount of information 
in the space.” 
HM.   Dubois Frontier, “Town Garbage Rates”, Christine Snow –“Nice graphics and good 
amount of information listed in the ad.” 
 
24.  Institutional Ad 
1.   Dubois Frontier, “Weed & Pest”, Christine Snow. 
 
25.  Merchandise Ad 
1.   Moorcroft Leader, “Biesheuvel Auction”, Stan Homing. 
 
26.  House Ad 
1.   Dubois Frontier, “Frontier Awards”, Christine Snow. 
2.   Platte County Record Times, “We salute you veterans”, Lisa Phelps and Bailey Ervin - 
“It's tough to design a narrow column space but you were able to tell a whole story!” 
 
27.  Best Use Of Color In Ad 
1.   Dubois Frontier, “First Baby 2025”, Christine Snow –“Warm and fun use of color!” 
2.   Dubois Frontier, “Fourth of July Events”, Christine Snow –“People often get carried away 
with the red, white and blue but you managed to use it in a very tasteful and effective way.” 
HM.   Moorcroft Leader, “61st Annual Jubilee”, Stan Horning –“I enjoyed the simplicity of color 
in this ad and how it was used to break up the text.” 
 
28.  Best Designed Ad 



1.   Basin Republican Rustler, “Holiday Gift Guide”, Staff –“I know personally how challenging 
it is to put together ad pages that have the same theme with a lot of elements without it looking 
chaotic. The balance created was impressive. Well done!” 
2.   Moorcroft Leader,” 61st Annual Jubilee”, Stan Horning –“I use of color, typeface and 
hierarchy makes this a standout ad.” 
HM.   Dubois Frontier, “Veterans Tribute”, Christine Snow –“Nice balance of image and text.” 
 
29.  Public Service Award 
No entries. 
 
30.  First Amendment Award 
1.   Saratoga Sun, “First Amendment”, Elliott Deins. 
 
31.  Website 
1.   Pinedale Roundup, “Best Website Pinedale Roundup”, Cali O'Hare –“A nice splash page 
with big photos and plenty of white space. The changing main story views aren't moving too fast. 
Big selection ofweb extras. Staff list is also easy to read but it would be more accessible with the 
choice located at the top of the page instead of the bottom.” 
2.   Saratoga Sun, “Saratoga Sun Website”, Staff –“he splash page is very calm and easy on the 
eyes. Nice placement of advertisements without that paid content overwhelming the news, 
features, photos and other material. The photo gallery preview photos are a little small and so 
many together per page is hard to look at. And where is the staff directory? There was no 
password or username to access content behind the paywall.” 
HM.   Rocket Miner, “Rocket Miner website”, Staff –“Lots of white space and good photos. The 
publication's name at the top of the splash page is too small and should be enlarged so people 
don't forget their news source's name so they can come back to see the good stuff. A lot of 
elements with motion or changing views make focusing on the editorial content difficult. The 
staff directory should be a more prominent feature on the splash page. There was a password but 
no username. I tried a couple of options but couldn't access content behind the paywall.” 
HM.   Rawlins Times, “Rawlins Times website”, Staff –“Lots of white space and good photos. 
The publication's name at the top of the splash page is too small and should be enlarged so 
people don't forget their news source's name so they can come back to see the good stuff. A lot 
of elements with motion or changing views make focusing on the editorial content difficult. The 
staff directory should be a more prominent feature on the splash page. There was a password but 
no username. I tried a couple of options but couldn't access content behind the paywall.” 
 
32.  Plus Business Advertising Idea 
No entries. 


