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History, geography, geometry merge
Special session on redrawing congressional, legislative maps starts Monday
By LACIE PIERSON
lacie.pierson@hdmediallc.com

Population equality and compactness are two key constitutional requirements for any
congressional district map the
West Virginia Legislature adopts
this redistricting cycle.

pactness measurement had the
least population equality.
Friday was the last meeting of
the Senate Redistricting Committee before the special legislative session to complete the redistricting process begins.
The special session, which
lawmakers expect to start

A new challenge in that process arose Friday when, among
the 21 congressional maps proposed to the Senate Redistricting
Committee, the map with the
best population equality had the
least favorable compactness
measurement and one of the
four maps with the best com-

Monday, also will include calls
for the Legislature to allocate
about $1 billion in federal money
from the American Rescue Plan
that President Joe Biden signed
into law in March, Senate Finance Chairman Eric Tarr,
SEE MAPS, 7A
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2 women found shot to death on Charleston’s West Side
Charleston police are investigating what they called a double
homicide after two women were
found shot to death on the city’s
West Side early Friday.
Police responded to a call
around 1:30 a.m. Friday in the
300 block of Hunt Avenue, where
they found Bria Nicole White, 26,
lying with multiple gunshot
wounds on a sidewalk. City medics tried to save her, but they
were unsuccessful, a news release says. White was pronounced dead at the scene.
Hours later, at about 8 a.m.,
police say, they found White’s
romantic partner, Kytiana

see a woman lying by a set of
steps outside a neighboring machine shop. Thinking the wounded person was the machine
shop’s owner, whom she knew,
she ran outside.
“I ran down those steps, went
across the street and was going
‘Robby, Robby,’ and when I
walked around and saw her face,
she’s already dead. Her eyes are
already ... she was hit in the
head,” Woodall said.
Around mid-morning Friday,
as police continued working
nearby, Woodall talked with her
landlord, who had stopped by.
She and her daughter moved to
the West Side from Poca more
than two years ago. After Friday’s
crimes, Woodall said it’s time to

Belcher, 22, dead from gunshot
wounds a half a block away, in
the backyard of a home in the
1000 block of Grant Street.
Police said White and Belcher
lived together. Lt. Tony Hazelett,
chief of detectives for the police
department, said the women are
believed to have been killed
around the same time. Belcher
was lying against a fence and no
one saw her until daylight. A
motive in the case is not known,
but there was no evidence indicating the shootings were a hate
crime, Hazelett said.
Jenny Woodall lives across
Hunt Avenue from where White
was found. Woodall said she and
her daughter heard gunshots at
1:32 a.m. and looked outside to
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Community members and organizers from GoodSpace of Minneapolis paint the underpainting for a permanent mural at the Martin Luther King Jr. Center in
Charleston on Friday. The mural features three people from three generations, and will go up at the Lee Street Lounge. Working on a section of the mural on
the table in foreground are (from left) Tewodros Hgeorges, Hallie Chillag and Matilda Dunlap of Charleston.
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go back. Her lease is up at the end
of the year, and she’ll be out of
the house soon after, she said.
“This is hitting close to home,”
she said. “I’m going to go back
out into the country where I
came from.”
Among her frustrations is that
police didn’t find the second
woman’s body until hours later.
“Apparently, she’d been there
since last night. But, if that’s the
case, then our police officers
didn’t do a good sweep of the
neighborhood,” she said. “I mean,
in my opinion, if that body was
laying there from 1:30 a.m. this
morning, they need to step it up.
They really need to step it up.

As of Friday, 100,000
Kanawha County residents
— 64.5% of those ages 12
and up — are fully vaccinated against COVID-19,
according to a news release
from the KanawhaCharleston Health Department.
The capital county’s vaccination rate is the highest
in West Virginia, according
to the Department of
Health and Human Resources pandemic dashboard, with 561 per 1,000
people fully vaccinated.
“We celebrate this milestone of having 100,000
Kanawha County residents
fully vaccinated against this
terrible virus. From the
beginning of the vaccine
rollout, the Unified Health
Command has made it a
priority to get vaccines into
arms,” said Dr. Sherri
Young, interim health officer at the KCHD. “We have
crisscrossed this county,
covering every mile possible, to make vaccines readily available and accessible
to our residents.”
Ohio is the second-most
vaccinated county, with
63% of eligible residents
fully vaccinated, followed
by Hancock (61%) and Tucker (59%) counties. Mingo
County holds the lowest
vaccination rate, with only
31% of eligible residents
fully vaccinated.
Kanawha County’s milestone Friday comes amid
the state’s worst COVID-19
surge to date. State leaders
said Thursday they believe
the surge is slowing, but the
number of active cases increased slightly in recent
days.
Hospitalizations are
SEE COVID, 7A

Ball Toyota donates
to United Way,
WVCASA, colleges

SEE SLAYINGS, 7A

Delta variant, worker shortage hinder job growth
By CHRISTOPHER
RUGABER
The Associated Press
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This sign at a Nordstrom in Coral Gables, Fla., let job
seekers in May know the store didn’t have enough
workers.

WASHINGTON — U.S. employers added just 194,000
jobs in September, a second
straight tepid gain and evidence that the pandemic has
kept its grip on the economy,
with many companies struggling to fill millions of open
jobs.
Friday’s report from the
Labor Department also
showed that the unemployment rate sank last month
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from 5.2% to 4.8%. The rate
fell in part because more
people found jobs but also
because about 180,000 fewer
people looked for work in
September, which meant
they weren’t counted as unemployed.
September’s sluggish job
gains fell shy of even the
modest 336,000 that the
economy had added in August and were the fewest
since December, when employers actually cut jobs.
The economy is showing
some signs of emerging from

the drag of the delta variant
of the coronavirus, with
confirmed new COVID-19
infections declining, restaurant traffic picking up slightly and consumers willing to
spend. But new infections
remained high as September
began. And employers are
still struggling to find workers because many people
who lost jobs in the pandemic have yet to start looking
again. The persistence of that
trend, with job openings at a
SEE JOBS, 7A
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Here’s hoping WVU can
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West Virginia University President Gordon Gee speaks during
a presentation at Ball Toyota, in
Charleston, on Friday. The Ball
Toyota Family of Dealerships
presented WVU and WVU Tech
with a check for $50,000. The
Ball family also gave $250,000 to
West Virginia Court Appointed
Special Advocates (WV CASA),
which provides support for children being assisted through the
court system, and WV CASA’s
United Way of West Virginia
partners.
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