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• Decking & Railings
• Windows & Doors
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• Pine & Oak

• Cherry, Walnut 
• Maple
• Tools & Hardware
• Country Furniture

• Milwaukee Tools
• Moldings & Trim
• Ship Lap
• 8ft. & Shorter Shop
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Designing an ideal backyard 
space requires forethought 
and an eye for style. Knowing 

which features to include in a yard 
often boils down to what homeowners 
want to achieve in the space. Will it be 
a relaxing oasis or a central entertain-
ing focal point? 

People often look to various struc-
tures to add height and visual interest 
to outdoor spaces. Homeowners will 
likely come across structures like ar-
bors, gazebos, pergolas, and even trel-
lises as they wade through the variety 
of features they can incorporate into 
backyard plans. Each of these struc-
tures can add appeal, but they also can 
offer shelter from the sun and privacy 
when enjoying the yard. There are 
significant differences between each 
structure, so here’s an in-depth look at 
what sets them apart.

ARBOR
 An arbor is one of the more simple 

garden structures. It is usually a frame 
that is arched or square-cornered. 
Most homeowners use it as an entry-
way to a garden or even the front of 
the home. Those with green thumbs 
may cover the arbor with climbing and 
trailing plants. The Spruce says arbors 
date back to early Egyptian and Ro-
man gardens and were used through-

out Europe by the late 16th century.

PERGOLA
The words arbor and pergola are 

often used interchangeably, but to 
suggest the two structures are the 
same would not be accurate. Pergola 
comes from the Italian word “pergu-
la,” which means “projection.” Pergo-
las were once projected from exterior 
walls and supported on one side by 
pillars or columns. Today, arbors are 
usually freestanding units with two or 
four posts. Pergolas may be connect-
ed on one side to a home or another 
structure. Some are freestanding units 
supported by four posts. Pergolas 
tend to be larger and offer more pri-
vacy and shade than arbors.

GAZEBO
Gazebos are more defined gar-

den buildings, states the contractor 
referral site Network. Gazebos are 
freestanding units that can be built in 
various shapes. Some are octagonal, 
others are square. Like a pergola, a 
gazebo is supported by columns and 
may have low railings or built-in 
benches. Gazebos also may have a 
more solid roof than arbors or pergo-
las, providing sun and other weather 
protection. The roof may have added 
architectural appeal, like a cupola.

TRELLIS
A trellis is a simple, geometrical-

ly-shaped structure that provides a 
surface for climbing plants. A trellis 
also may support fruit-bearing trees. 

Trellis work may be used in conjunc-
tion with an arbor or pergola, or be 
installed on fencing.

Incorporating structures into back-
yard designs can provide functionality 
and appeal.

A do-it-yourself mentality has taken hold in millions 
of households across the globe. Popular television 
channels like HGTV and DIY Network as well as 

accessible home improvement content on apps like YouTube 
has inspired many homeowners to tackle renovation projects 
around their homes. Taking such initiative is admirable, 
though it also can prove costly if homeowners end up biting 
off more than they can chew.

Home improvement videos and television shows have 
a tendency to oversimplify renovation projects, potentially 
giving homeowners a false sense of confidence in their DIY 
abilities. A concerted effort on the part of homeowners to 
determine if it’s best to renovate on their own or hire a pro-
fessional should always be the first step of any renovation 
project. No two homeowners are the same, but the following 
three questions can help homeowners determine if DIY is 
their best option.

1. CAN I AFFORD TO DIY?
Professional home improvement projects are costly for 

a variety of reasons. Materials can be costly, but so are the 
tools and labor necessary to do the job right. Homeowners 
may not have the tools necessary to complete complicat-
ed projects. Specialty tools can be expensive to purchase 
or even rent, and the cost of acquiring such tools should 
be included in any DIY project cost estimates. Labor also 
factors heavily into professional projects, and for good rea-
son. Talented contractors have unique skills that have been 
developed and perfected over many years. Those skills can 
ensure projects are completed quickly and correctly. Labor 
may seem costly, but such costs may ultimately prove to 

be a bargain compared to the cost of fixing DIY mistakes. 
Projects that are minor in scope and don’t require the use 
of potentially costly specialty tools may be better suited for 
weekend warriors than more complicated renovations.

2. DO I HAVE THE TIME? 
Homeowners must determine how much time they have 

to complete a project before deciding to do it themselves. 
No one wants to spend months staring at an unfinished 
renovation project. Homeowners who are already pressed 
for time may not be able to complete projects in a timely 
fashion, which can make homes less comfortable and even 
less safe.

3. CAN I PULL THIS OFF?
DIY projects can instill homeowners with a sense of 

pride in their homes, but it’s imperative that homeowners 
considering the DIY option conduct an honest assessment 
of their skills. A lack of renovation experience does not 
necessarily mean a homeowner cannot successfully com-
plete a DIY project. But in such instances, it may be best to 
start with small, straightforward projects and then gradually 
move up to bigger, more complicated projects as skills are 
fine tuned. And homeowners who have never been at their 
best with a hammer in hand should not be ashamed to leave 
the work to the professionals.

Television shows and online tutorials can make reno-
vations appear easier than they actually are. Homeowners 
considering DIY renovations can ask themselves a handful 
of questions to determine if they’re ready for the challenge 
of renovating their homes on their own.

SHOULD I D.I.Y.?
3 questions to determine if it’s best to renovate on your own

Exploring different backyard structures


