
The market started the week on a later note, with the markets closed 
on Monday due to the new federal holiday, Juneteenth. Cash trade 
was limited compared to a week earlier, but bids were steady to sev-
eral dollars higher. Uncertainty about the economy and the rise in 
input costs has knocked corn prices lower, sending feeders higher.

Live cattle futures saw losses of a couple dollars over the week, with 
the June contract down $2.50 to $135.25 and the August contract down 
$2.43 to $133.87.

Cash trade through Thursday totaled about 62,000 head, about 
20,000 head less than a week earlier. Live cattle sold in a 
wide spread, from $137-150, and were steady to $3 higher 
compared to a week earlier. Dressed steers sold from $230-
240, averaging on the higher end of $230.

Cash trade for the week ending June 19 totaled 107,080 
head. Live steers averaged $143.87, and dressed steers 
averaged $229.85.

“The question on many minds is the future regional 
basis for fed cattle. Packers are purchasing cattle for $240 
dressed rather than buying live. Assuming a 63.50 percent 
carcass yield, the sale is the equivalent of $152 live,” wrote 
the Ag Center in the Cattle Report. 

“The range of prices for fed cattle would be $137-$152 or 

$15/cwt—a historic high. Projecting the same regional basis into the 
future involves assuming a premium to the live cattle futures for 
northern cattle. While grading historically is higher in the north, it is 
not $200/head better.”

The national weekly direct beef type price distribution for the week 
of June 13-20 was the following on a live basis:
• Negotiated purchases: $143.63.  
• Formula net purchases: $141.47.  
• Forward contract net purchases: $148.07.  
• Negotiated grid net purchases: $139.31.  

On a dressed basis:
• Negotiated purchases: 
$229.98.  

See MARKETS on page 9

Feeders capitalize on lower corn; cash trade steady

— Regulating flows 
for coho salmon

Family farmers and ranchers in

Siskiyou County in far-northern 
California will continue to face 
unprecedented groundwater and 
surface water curtailments this 

summer and next if the drought 
continues. On June 21, the Cali-
fornia State Water Resources Con-
trol Board readopted a drought 

emergency regulation for the Scott 
River and Shasta River water-
sheds that continues severe cur-
tailments based on new minimum 
flow requirements in the Scott and 
Shasta rivers. 

Some amendments were made 
to the existing emergency regula-
tion, which was put in place by the 
water board last September. Ac-
cording to the Scott Valley Agricul-
ture Water Alliance (AgWA), a lo-
cal grassroots communication 
group that formed in response to 
the emergency regulations, the 
adopted changes added some flex-
ibility to the previous regulation. 

Theodora Johnson, spokesper-
son for AgWA, said water board 
staff have been “very willing to 
talk to us and make fine-tuning 
changes.” But, she added, the re-
adopted regulation still contains 
the major aspects that threaten 
the businesses of the small, multi-
generational farms and ranches in 
the Scott and Shasta valleys.

“The regulation still curtails 
both groundwater and surface 
water irrigation if certain flow 
objectives are not met on either Mel Fletcher

The California State Water Resources Control Board readopted a drought emergency regulation for the Scott River 
and Shasta River watersheds that continues severe curtailments. Pictured here, cattle grazing in Scott Valley.
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CO RIVER CURTAILMENTS CO RIVER CURTAILMENTS — Of-
ficials have warned Colorado River 
water users that they need to cut 
down their water usage drastically or 
face additional mandatory regula-
tions. Page 5Page 5

KS HEAT WAVE KILLS CATTLE KS HEAT WAVE KILLS CATTLE 
— After temperatures above 100 F 
swept through Kansas with little to no 
accompanying wind, thousands of 
cattle in feedlots died of heat stress. 
Page 9Page 9

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORYA LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

Any producer knows that safety prac-
tices on the ranch are of the utmost 
importance, which is why one ranch 
safety booklet issued by the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion in June 1976 drew some criti-
cism: “A government safety pamphlet 
which tells cattlemen how to avoid 
accidents has provoked snickers and 
outright contempt from members of 
Congress and other who believe the 
pamphlet is so over-simplified it in-
sults an average person’s intelligence. 
The booklet’s key advice to livestock 
handlers is to ‘be careful around the 
farm’ and that hazards ‘are one of the 
main causes of accidents.’ Pointing 
out that ‘dangerous gases come from 
manure pits,’ the booklet says ‘be 
careful that you do not fall into the 
manure pits.’”
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— MCOOL and 
mandates left off

The U.S. Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition and For-
estry has moved the Meat and 
Poultry Special Investigator Act 
of 2022 and the Cattle Price 
Discovery and Transparency Act 
of 2022 to the Senate floor for a 
full vote. 

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), 
chairwoman of the committee, 
urged her colleagues to pass the 
bills and thanked them for their 
leadership on these issues, stat-
ing the bills will “make progress 
toward a more competitive, 
transparent and fair supply 
chain that is better for American 
producers.”

Ranking Member Sen. John 
Boozman (R-AR) said the bills 
were “born out of frustration.” 
Boozman was concerned about 
whether the bills were solutions 

to the problems and if they would 
have unintended consequences. 
Boozman expressed that the 
Meat and Poultry Special Inves-
tigator Act will burden small 
processors, while large packers 
have the means to comply with 
the law. Boozman said USDA 
already has a Packers and Stock-
yards Division; if funding is an 
issue, the committee should ad-
dress that, he said. 

Boozman went on to say he 
thinks “the industry, our ranch 
families and our rural communi-
ties will all suffer if we insert the 
federal government into day-to-
day business decisions.” 

The committee unanimously 
passed the Meat and Poultry 
Special Investigator Act of 2022 
after Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 
offered an amendment to make 
the special investigator a senior 
USDA employee and direct the 
special investigator to coordinate 

Market, investigator bills 
pass out of committee

See BILLS on page 7

Following National Livestock 
Credit Corporation’s acquisition 
of the Western Livestock Journal
(WLJ) earlier this year, the leader-
ship reins of the highly-esteemed 
agriculture publication have been 
turned over to Logan Ipsen. 

Ipsen, who joined WLJ in 2012, 
has worked primarily in the West-
ern region, serving as a territory 
manager in California, Nevada, 
Utah, Idaho, Oregon and Wash-
ington, but he has also repre-
sented the company at many 
events across the country. In his 
tenure, he has worked with a 
multitude of accounts, including 
seedstock producers, commercial 
ranchers and corporations of all 
sizes.

“Over the course of 100 years, 
the WLJ has sustained itself as a 
staple in agriculture information. 
We plan to uphold that standard 
by continuing to provide excep-
tional editorial, dedicated cus-
tomer service and respected lead-

ership,” Ipsen said. 
“Producers have long relied on 

the WLJ’s information, and we 
plan to maintain that responsibil-
ity while bridging the gap between 
print and digital media. I’m ex-
cited for this opportunity, thankful 
for National’s trust and ready to 
take on today’s challenges with a 
fantastic team around me.”

Prior to working for WLJ, Ipsen, 
who graduated from Utah State 
University, served as a regional 
manager for the American Angus 
Association. Ipsen resides in New 
Plymouth, ID, with his wife, Ste-
vie, and their three children, 
where they own and operate a 
cow-calf and Quarter Horse op-
eration.

“At National Livestock, we have 
long admired the great service 
WLJ has provided to the entire 
industry,” said Danny Jones on 
behalf of the National Livestock 
family of businesses. “We con-
gratulate WLJ on their success 

and look forward to supporting 
their continued service and 
growth as we move forward to-
gether. 

“We congratulate Logan for his 

See WLJ on page 6

Logan Ipsen named president of 
Western Livestock Journal LLC

Logan Ipsen has been selected to 
lead Western Livestock Journal 
LLC as president.

CA water board readopts precedent-setting 
groundwater regs in Shasta, Scott watersheds

See WATER on page 12

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT

WEEK ENDING: 6-23-22

CME FEEDER
$165.23

DRESSED STEERS
$237.69

LIVE STEERS
 $140.62

5 AREA WEEKLY WTD
AVERAGE STEER PRICE


