
The House has begun preparing fiscal year 2021 spending bills. Included 
in one of the 12 bills is $72 million in funding for sage-grouse conserva-
tion. Pictured here, two male greater sage-grouse strut in the Mountain-
Prairie Region. Photo by Stephen Torbit/USFWS.
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 INSIDE WLJ
BEEF EXPORTS SLOWBEEF EXPORTS SLOW — The 
U.S. Meat Export Federation re-
ports U.S. beef exports recorded 
the lowest monthly volume in 10 
years in May due to interruptions 
in slaughter and processing.  
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PPP LOANS RESUMEPPP LOANS RESUME — After 
running out of funds in the spring, 
the Small Business Administra-
tion reports the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program still has about 
$131.9 billion available. The 
deadline to apply is Aug. 8. 
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORYTHIS WEEK IN HISTORY

“If you own a radio or television 
set,” WLJ Publisher Nelson Crow 
wrote 68 years ago this month, 
“or when you read a daily news-
paper, you are constantly kept 
aware of the fact that this is an 
election year. And being a good 
citizen, you are attempting to 
acquire all the information pos-
sible about the various candidates 
and the issues involved. Gov. Dan 
Thornton of Colorado pointed 
out, in the June issue, that only 
52.1 percent of the potential vot-
ers even took the trouble to go to 
the polls in the 1948 presidential 
election. The right to vote is a 
priceless heritage; it is also a 
duty to be sufficiently familiar with 
the issues involved so that we 
know who and what we are voting 
for.”
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5 AREA WEEKLY WTD 
AVERAGE STEER PRICE

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT

WEEK ENDING: 7-9-20

CME FEEDER
$133.69

DRESSED STEERS
$158.32

LIVE STEERS
$95.87

— MSLF intervenes  
for ranchers

Mountain States Legal Founda-
tion (MSLF) was granted the 
motion to intervene on behalf of 
J. Paul Brown and the Colorado 
Farm Bureau (CFB) in a lawsuit 
filed by environmentalists seek-
ing to protect bighorn sheep in 
Colorado. 

In what MSLF calls, “a long 
string of attacks on livestock pro-
ducers across the West, using al-
leged threats to protected species 
as a pretext,” WildEarth Guard-
ians and Western Watersheds 
Project (WWP) filed a lawsuit in 
2019 concerning the Wishbone 
allotment near Creede, CO. 

The Wishbone allotment is com-
posed of seven pastures near 
Highway 149 from Coller State 
Wildlife Area to 6 Mile Flats; the 
South River area from Marshal 
Park Campground to Ivy Creek 
Campground; and the Shallow 
Creek and Crystal Lake areas.

The lawsuit asserts “The Rio 
Grande National Forest knew the 
risk that domestic sheep would 
cause to bighorn, yet authorized 
grazing anyway.” The groups 
state domestic sheep carry a 
pathogen that causes pneumonia 
and is transmitted to bighorn 

sheep through their mutual attrac-
tion.

“Evidence shows that proper 
livestock management can miti-
gate the very minor risk of disease 
transmission to bighorn sheep,” 
said MSLF attorney Brian Gregg.

The Wishbone allotment is ad-
jacent to the Snow Mesa allot-
ment, which the United States 
Forest Service (USFS) determined 
was too high of a risk for the big-
horn sheep. The groups state, “The 
new Wishbone allotment does 
nothing to reduce the risk to big-
horns, and the Forest Service’s 
reasons for reducing the risk rat-
ing of the allotment and allowing 
grazing there were arbitrary.” 
They also assert that telemetry 
data was not considered, which 
shows the bighorn near the Wish-
bone allotment.

“Not long ago, in Idaho, environ-
mentalists used similar claims to 
strike a devastating blow against 
public lands livestock operators in 
the Northern Rockies,” explained 
MSLF attorney Brian Gregg. “And 
they’ve dusted off tactics from the 
same playbook to go gunning for 
sheep ranchers in Colorado and 
the Southern Rockies. Anti-graz-
ing groups are extending their 
attacks on ranchers. Another court 

Greens sue to  
protect CO bighorns 

See GREENS on page 12

— Spending increases 
over FY 2020

After months of delay as a re-
sult of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
House of Representatives law-
makers are working on fiscal year 
(FY) 2021 appropriations bills. 
The House Appropriations Com-
mittee began releasing its 12 
spending bills July 6.

The committee approved allo-

cations totaling $1.298 trillion 
July 9. “Higher allocations for all 
12 subcommittees in fiscal year 
2021 will allow us to make his-
toric investments in the [Veterans 
Affairs], support working fami-
lies, rebuild our nation’s infra-
structure, improve access to safe, 
affordable housing, and expand 
opportunities for the people,” said 
House Appropriations Committee 
Chairwoman Nita M. Lowey (D-

NY-17) in a released statement. 
House Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer (D-MD-5) has expressed 
his desire for all appropriations 
bills to be passed by the end of the 
month, a process which usually 
takes months. Things are un-
likely to proceed so smoothly, 
however, with partisan tie-ups in 
the Senate.

Appropriations for ag
The House Agriculture Appro-

priations Subcommittee approved 
the Agriculture-Rural Develop-
ment-Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) bill earlier in the week 
without any amendments. Full 

committee markup of the bill be-
gan after WLJ press time Thurs-
day, July 9. 

The bill provides $23.98 billion 
for total discretionary funding, an 
increase of $487 million above FY 
2020 funding. In total, the bill 
allows for $153 billion in discre-
tionary and mandatory funding, 
more than $330 million above FY 
2020.

The legislation funds agencies 
and programs within USDA, the 
Farm Credit Administration, 
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) and the 
FDA. 

“The coronavirus pandemic has 

FY 2021 bill could fund ag at $23.98B

See FUND on page 5

— Allow interstate 
sales

More help is on the way for small 
meat processors impacted by the 
pandemic. 

A bill called Requiring Assis-
tance to Meat Processors for Up-
grading Plants (RAMP-UP) Act 
would help meat processors make 
facility upgrades and move to fed-
eral inspection to sell across state 
lines.

The bill is sponsored by House 
Agriculture Committee Chairman 
Collin Peterson (D-MN-7), former 
Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK-3), 
and Reps. Sanford Bishop (D-
GA-2), Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE-1), 
Chellie Pingree (D-ME-1), G.T. 
Thompson (R-PA-15), Jim Costa 
(D-CA-16), David Rouzer (R-
NC-7), Angie Craig (D-MN-2) and 
Robert Aderholt (R-AL-4).

The legislation would amend the 
Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946 by inserting a new section: 
SEC. 298 Grants for improve-
ments to meat and poultry facili-
ties to allow for interstate ship-
ment. The amendment would al-
low the secretary of agriculture to 
make grants to meat and poultry 

processing facilities for funding 
facility upgrades, planning activi-
ties, or other necessary improve-
ments in order to become a feder-
ally inspected establishment.

Currently, state inspected and 
custom exempt processors may not 
sell meat across state lines and the 
process to become federally in-
spected can be a costly one. 

Under the bill, grants could not 
exceed $100,000 and recipients 
must repay the amount in full if 
they do not become a federally 
inspected plant within 36 months. 
The secretary would require grant 
recipients to match federal grant 
funds on a dollar-per-dollar basis, 
but this requirement would be 
waived for fiscal years 2020 and 
2021.

The secretary must also provide 
an annual report to the House 
Agriculture Committee, Senate 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry Committee, and the House 
and Senate Appropriations Com-
mittees on any grants made. 

The secretary would also report 
on possible improvements to the 
Cooperative Interstate Shipment 
program and submit to the before-

Bill would increase 
processor capacity

See BILL on page 12

Cattle trade was a bit slower last week, but prices were a bit 
stronger on fed cattle. Feeder cattle markets are doing well. Last 
Thursday, Superior Livestock Auction sold 500-600-lb. steers all 
day around the $145 mark for October delivery; the market appears 
to be set for fall calves. 

Cattle slaughter was a bit slower; the estimated slaughter 
through Thursday was 474,000 head, 10,000 head behind last 
week’s pace, which saw 665,000 head run through packing houses. 
Analysts were expecting 680,000 head that week. Carcass weights 
were down 1 lb. from the week before—they averaged 874 lbs., 
which remains 38 lbs. over last year. Carcass weights are record 
setting as the backlog of finish cattle increases. 

Beef markets were a little softer as Choice boxed beef fell 24 cents 
to $203.59 and Select fell 69 cents to $194.83 on 163 loads. The 
Choice-Select spread was $8.67. The grinding markets were stable 
with fresh 90 percent lean beef trading at $244 and the 50 percent 
lean a bit higher to $56.64. The latest cow beef cutout was $196.16.

As of Thursday, 78,037 fed cattle traded on the negotiated cash 
market with prices ranging from $90-100 live and $155-160 dressed. 
Packers were bringing in a lot of formula cattle last week, reducing 
demand on the cash market. The weighted average on live steers 
was $95.87 and dressed was $158.32. 

Thursday, trade was slow on moderate demand in Nebraska. A 
few purchases were reported from $96-97 and $155-157, however 
there was not enough trade for an adequate market test. Trade was 

The summer doldrums 
are starting to begin

See MARKETS on page 9


