
DOI secretary makes special 
appearance at Klamath Project
— Says Trump will 
“expect results” 

The Klamath Basin water crisis 

was brought into sharp focus on 
Thursday, July 9 when U.S. De-
partment of the Interior (DOI) 
Secretary David Bernhardt and 

Bureau of Reclamation Commis-
sioner Brenda Burman made an 
in-person appearance to talk with 
stakeholders. The purpose of the 

trip, according to Bernhardt, was 
to “get a good understanding of 
our own” about the decades-old—
but still contentious as ever—fight 
over water in the Klamath Project. 

The officials came to the Basin 
after local farmers held multiple 
protests this year regarding water 
shut-offs. The secretary said he’d 
received numerous phone calls 
from U.S. Reps. Doug LaMalfa 
(R-CA-01) and Greg Walden (R-
OR-2), asking him to come to the 
Basin. 

The DOI oversees agencies such 
as Bureau of Reclamation and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service—
both big players in the Klamath 
Project conflict. The last time an 
interior secretary came to the 
Klamath Basin was 2002, the year 
following Reclamation’s infamous 
water shut-off for project farmers. 

On Thursday’s visit, Bernhardt 
and Burman met with local agen-
cy officials in the morning, fol-
lowed by a meeting with the local 
Native American tribes; a meeting 
with irrigators; and finally a “walk 
and talk” event held in a dusty 
field, fallowed due to Reclama-
tion’s handling of Klamath Project 
water this year. In the background 
were parked tractors and rows of 
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rebound in the U.S. economy is 
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORYTHIS WEEK IN HISTORY

This week in 2002, a front-page 
news story in WLJ reported: 
“Smithfield Foods led the charge 
last week when three processing 
companies filed suit against the 
state of Iowa for its law restricting 
packer ownership of livestock. 
The event was part of the continu-
ing onslaught of lawsuits filed 
regarding captive supplies. The 
company, along with Murphy 
Farms, LLC, and Prestage-
Stoecker Farms, Inc., filed its 
complaint against Thomas J. 
Miller, attorney general for the 
state of Iowa, last Tuesday, July 
9, in the U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of Iowa. The 
court was asked to find Iowa’s 
ban on packer ownership of live-
stock unconstitutional. According 
to the plaintiffs, the law unfairly 
singles out the company and 
unlawfully removes the compa-
ny’s ability to do business in a 
profitable manner.”
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5 AREA WEEKLY WTD
AVERAGE STEER PRICE

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT

WEEK ENDING: 7-16-20

CME FEEDER
$135.68

DRESSED STEERS
$157.64

LIVE STEERS
$96.22

DOI Secretary David Bernhardt (far left) hears from a Klamath Project farmer about his decades of water woes. 
The last time an Interior secretary visited the area was 18 years ago. Also pictured here are U.S. Reps. Greg 
Walden (R-OR-2) (fourth from left) and Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1) (second from right). Photo courtesy of Theodora 
Johnson.

See DOI on page 5

— 9th Circuit Court upholds ESA
It is on again and off again with the listing of the grizzly bears 

around Yellowstone and Grand-Teton National Parks as protected 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

Earlier this month, Judge Mary M. Schroeder of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 9th Circuit ruled the bears living in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE)—which includes 34,000 square miles 
in parts of Montana, Idaho and Wyoming—are protected under the 
ESA after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) removed 
protection in 2017.

Schroeder affirmed the 2018 district court ruling which found 
three important deficiencies in the USFWS’ analysis of delisting the 
bears in 2017. 

“First, the district court held that the USFWS failed adequately 
to consider the impact of delisting on the remnant grizzly population.

“Second, the district court held the USFWS acted contrary to the 
best available science when it determined that the Yellowstone griz-
zly bear was not threatened by a lack of genetic diversity and that 
the translocation and connectivity assurances contained in the 2007 
rule were no longer necessary.

“Third, the district court faulted the USFWS for failing to include 
a commitment to recalibration in the event a different population 
estimator were to be adopted. The district vacated the 2017 rule and 
remanded for further agency consideration.”

A spokesman for the USFWS told the New York Times the agency 
is disappointed in the ruling and “continues to believe, based on the 
best available science, that grizzly bears in this ecosystem are bio-
logically recovered and no longer require protection under the ESA.”

Earthjustice, representing the Northern Cheyenne Tribe, Sierra 
Club, Center for Biological Diversity, and National Parks Conserva-

Greater Yellowstone 
grizzlies remain protected

See GRIZZLIES on page 7

— Streamlining 
the process

Back in January, President Don-
ald Trump announced he was 
rolling back regulations for the 
National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). At an event in At-
lanta, GA, July 15, Trump final-
ized the rollbacks, calling NEPA 
reviews the “single biggest obsta-
cle” to construction projects.

Describing the rollbacks as a 
“top to bottom overhaul,” the 
changes would help speed up the 
NEPA review process by eliminat-
ing environmental and commu-
nity considerations before approv-
ing projects on federal lands. The 
new rules would set a two-year 
limit for agencies to issue environ-
mental impact statements (EIS).

“So we’re cutting the federal 
permitting timeline for a major 

project from up to 20 years or 
more—hard to believe—down to 
two years or less,” Trump said. 
“And our goal is one year.” 

NEPA background
NEPA was signed into law by 

President Richard Nixon in 1970. 
The act was created in order to 
establish a national policy for 
evaluating the impacts of proposed 

projects on the environment. Many 
have argued the NEPA process is 
slow and bureaucratic, with the 
average review time taking about 
four and a half years. However, 
critics contend the new rules will 
disproportionality affect disadvan-
taged communities and have det-
rimental effects on the environ-
ment. 

NEPA review rollbacks finalized

See NEPA on page 4

It was a good week in the cattle 
markets last week. Futures mar-
kets followed the feeder cattle cash 
market to the $140 zone. Western 
Video Market had a remarkably 
good sale last week and led the 
industry to a new trading level on 
feeder cattle and calves for fall 
delivery.

As usual, the program cattle—
NHTC, verified natural, GAP and 
other attributes—provided premi-
ums to those producers who went 
through the extra production 
stages. Premiums were as high as 
$30/cwt for those detailed cattle.

ShayLe Stewart, DTN market 
analyst, said, “Feeder cattle con-
tracts continue to spring forward 
as half of the complex trades over 
$2 higher. August feeders are up 
$3.17 at $142.60, September feed-
ers are up $3.20 at $142.75 and 
October feeders are up $2.70 at 
$143.20. As the market rallies to 
prices not seen since early this 
spring, the industry is pushing this 
rally as feeder cattle prices rolled 
far stronger than assumed this 
spring/early summer. 

“With Western Video Market’s

sale concluding this week, buying
interest was evident especially on
weaned calves and on programmed
(NHTC or GAP) yearlings. As the
week starts to near the finishing
line, producers are anxious that
the market can keep its strength
not only through Thursday but
through the end of the week.”

Fed cattle markets were steady
to slightly stronger in some situa-
tions, but the weighted average
was down. Live fed negotiated
trade ranged between $95-100, but
ended up with a weighted average
of $96.33, 50 cents higher than last
week. Dressed trade was down a
dollar with trades ranging be-
tween $157-160 and had a weight-
ed average of $157.64. There were
65,379 head that traded hands as
of Thursday afternoon.

Slaughter levels have relaxed a
bit now that the cutout is down
and packer margins are threat-
ened. There were 117,000 head
processed Thursday and 470,000
head for the week through Thurs-

Fed cattle markets 
trade sideways

See MARKETS on page 9


