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Area COVID-19 by the numArea COVID-19 by the numbersbers
Ware CountyWare County                             Pierce CountyPierce County     Brantley CountyBrantley County

If you develop these Emergency warning signs, 
seek medical attention immediately.  

Note: This list is not all-inclusive, and individuals 
should consult a medical professional for any  

severe or concerning symptoms.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

5/16/22        5,976 / 223          3,037 / 153           

5/17/22        5,979 / NC         3,041 / NC         

5/18/22        5,982 / NC             NC / NC                

5/19/22           NC / NC           3,044 / 153           

5/20/22        5,983 / NC          3,046 / NC 

5/21/22        5,984 / NC          3,048 / NC 

5/22/22        5,985 / NC             NC / NC  

Note: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus sinceNote: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus since  

the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

5/16/22         2,780 / 103            1,276 / 44             

5/17/22            NC / NC            1,278 / NC          

5/18/22        2,781 / NC               NC / NC         

5/19/22         NC / NC               1,279/  NC 

5/20/22       2,782 / NC                 NC / NC       

5/21/22       2,783 / NC              1,280 / NC   

5/22/22           NC / NC                 NC / NC   

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

5/16/22         2,496 / 90              946 / 32               

5/17/22            NC / NC              NC / NC 

5/18/22         2,497 / NC              947 / NC 

5/19/22           NC / NC               949 / NC 

5/20/22        2,498 / NC              NC / NC   

5/21/22           NC / NC               950 / NC 

5/22/22        2,499 / NC               951 / NC

By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Staff Writer 

Tim Ford remembers as a young boy his 
mother inviting him to pray with her. At 
the time, it didn’t seem such an important 
event. 

Fast forward to 2022 —Ford is now on 
a mission of his own to get folks to pray. 
Pray with intensity. Pray without ceasing. 
Pray fervently. 

Ford began a ministry On December 
28, 2021, that would take him across 
America, pointing people to Christ, to 
earnestly pray for their families and 
friends, for each other and for those in au-
thority. 

He’s riding in a wagon drawn by three 

horses, “Ar”, “Kan” and “Sas.” 
“It started about a year ago,” said Ford, 

a rice farmer from Ashdown, Ark. 
He’s taken II Chronicles 7:14 as his mis-

sion statement: “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” 

He’s painted on the side of his wagon, a 
camper he built from the ground up, that 
he’s riding across the country, meeting 
and talking with people about their eter-
nal destiny. 

“God’s still answering prayers today 
(see FORD, Page 5)

Ford brings prayer on 
his wagon journey east

Photo By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Horses need water, especially on a hot day in south 
Georgia. Tim Ford provides refreshment for his on 
Brunel Street Thursday morning.

Staff Report 
The Ware County Board of Elec-

tions and Registration will meet 
Friday, May 27, to certify the votes 
cast for Tuesday’s General Primary. 

If early voting was an indication, 
the five-member board will have 
plenty of ballots to consider at the 
5 p.m. session. 

According to data released by Su-
pervisor of Elections Carlos Nelson, 

a total of 2,102 ballots were cast 
during the 17-day early period that 
closed Friday, May 20. That num-
ber represents about 11 percent of 
the county’s 19,532 registered vot-
ers. 

Of that record total of early votes 
for the county, more than half 
(1,109) came in the final week, in-
cluding a period-high 390 on the 

(see VOTE, Page 2)

Early voting ends with flurry of ballots cast Friday

Photo by CARLOS NELSON 

Ware County registered voters wait patiently in line to cast their ballots during Friday af-
ternoon’s final day of early voting for Tuesday’s General Primary.

Brantley Co. 
Class of ’22 
enters field 
under dark 
sky, lightning

Pierce County 
beats weather 
threat moving 
up graduation 
90 minutes

By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Staff Writer 

CANEY BAY — Bolts of 
lightning streaked across a 
blackened sky Friday evening 
just as the Brantley County 
Class of 2022, 226 strong, 
began to march onto Heron 
Field to receive their coveted 
diploma. 

While Mother Nature 
threatened the crowd, gradu-
ating seniors took their jobs 
seriously and performed like 
champions during the cere-
mony. 

Kailey Stephenson belted 
out an impeccable rendition 
of the National Anthem, 
bringing cheers and a rousing 
round of applause from the 
crowd of proud parents, 
grandparents and friends. 

Brisk winds and the loom-
ing threat of downpours con-
tinued as senior after senior 
participated in the cere-
mony, Marissa Diem leading 
in the pledge, Angelique Fer-
rari offering a stirring invo-
cation and Rhianna Herrin 
welcoming the crowd of sup-
porters. 

Dean Horne introduced 
the Board of Education and 
was to announce the winners 
of the Dewitt Moody Scholar-
ship, Corbin Mobley, and the 
William Roberson Scholar-
ship, Emily O’Berry, but with 
the rush of the ceremony did 
not get to make the an-
nouncement. They were con-
tacted individually after the 
ceremony. 

Salutatorian Ray Johns 
began his presentation by 
thanking his friends, family, 
teachers and classmates for 
their support through the 
years. 

“Today is no small feat,” 
said Johns. “It is perhaps the 
most significant achievement 
most of you can claim to this  
(see BRANTLEY, Page 15) 

By RICK HEAD 
Publisher 

BEARVILLE — Screams, 
laughter, reminiscing, hugs 
and tears. 

The Pierce County High 
School Class of 2022, consist-
ing of 211 members with 40 
honor graduates, experi-
enced it all Friday night 
under a soft breeze blowing 
through a packed Bears Sta-
dium. 

The graduation exercise 
was moved up 90 minutes 
from its original 8 p.m. start 
with threats of severe thun-
derstorms predicted. 

Following the processional 
of the Class of 2022 to 
“Pomp and Circumstance” 
onto the aritficial surface of 
the stadium, senior class of-
ficer and valedictorian Harri-
son Fisher Crews welcomed 
everyone. 

In his address to his fellow 
classmates later, Crews re-
flected back on their four-
year progression in reaching 
the point of recognition pass-
ing through two high school 
buildings and surviging the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Class of 2022, we actually 
did it!,” he said. “Four years 
ago, we nervously walked 
into Pierce County High 
School as freshmen, but 
tonight we leave more confi-
dent, more resilient, and 
ready to face what our futures 
hold.   

(see PIERCE, Page 15)

Photo By CHRIS LANE 

A lightning bolt was captured during Brantley 
County’s commencement exercise.

Photo By RICK HEAD 

Pierce County Valedictorian Fisher Crews leads 
his classmates to their seats.

BCHS, PCHS hold graduations

Photo By RICK NOLTE

Splash pad joy
Smiles and screams of joy were prevalent Thurs-
day evening at the dedication of the splash pad in 
Pernell Roberts Memorial Park in downtown Way-
cross. Dozens of children enjoyed the squirts, 
sprays and dumps of water from the handful of 
water features at the 1,500-square foot facility. In 
addition to the debut of the pad, the city held a 
community cookout in the adjacent picnic shelter. 
The $150,000 pad was made possible through city 
funds, the recreational allotments of Commis-
sioner Henry Strickland and former commission-
ers Marian Solomon-Gaines and John Threat, as 
well as private donations. Enviva, the world’s 
largest wood pellet producer, earned the naming 
rights with a $15,000 gift.


