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Staff Report 
Celebrating the 245th birthday of the United States can be a two-day affair 

if you’d like. 
Festivities around Waycross begin at mid-morning Saturday, July 3  and re-

sume in the evening Sunday, July 4 to commemorate our nation’s birth. 
The observances begin at Laura S. Walker State Park at 9 a.m., Saturday and 

conclude with a fireworks show at Bit Tanner Field on Sunday to cap off the an-
nual celebration sponsored by the City of Waycross.  

Friends of Laura S. Walker State Park will hold a Old Fashioned Fourth of 
July Celebration until noon on Saturday at the park, 5653 Laura Walker Road. 

(see FOURTH, Page 11A) 

Weekend of celebrations include 
old-fashioned fun and fireworks

Forum gives 
lawmen view 
of issues prior 
to domestic 
violence
By MYRA THRIFT 
Staff Writer 

Family violence. Stalk-
ing. Men killing women. 
Murder suicides. 

These were just a few of 
the issues addressed Thurs-
day, June 24 during the an-
nual Law Enforcement 
Training Session hosted by 
the Magnolia House Shelter 
for Abused Persons. 

The center serves resi-
dents in Bacon, Brantley, 
Coffee, Pierce and Ware. 

Waycross Judicial Cir-
cuit Superior Court Judge 
Jeffrey Kight, thanked each 
of the approximately 100 
o f f i c e r s  
who took 
time to at-
tend the 
event and 
learn about 
the issues 
involved in 
d o m e s t i c  
violence. 

“I do ap-
p r e c i a t e  
your service,” said Kight. 
“You are all partners in the 
areas of domestic violence. 
Y’all are the front and cen-
ter in tough situations and 
you never know what you’re 
getting into. It’s very im-
portant that you have these 
training sessions every 
year, get a good refresher 
course. It’s mostly emo-
tional but there are a lot of 

(FORUM, Page 10A)

Commission 
to consider 
next budget 
at meeting
By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

The Waycross City Commis-
sion considers a $36.754 budget 
for Fiscal Year 2021-22 when it 
holds a special called meeting at 
4 p.m. today (Wednesday, June 
30) in City Hall. 

It is the final day to approve 
the proposed budget before the 
start of the fiscal year on 
Thursday, July 1. The fiscal 
year runs from July 1 to June 
30, 2022. 

This year’s budget is  nearly 
$2 million less than the one for 
FY 2020-21. Last year’s budget 
of $38.406 million was 
boosted by a one-cent Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax, an extension of which was 
defeated twice in voting in 
2019 and 2020.  

Commissioners received cit-
izen input on the budget at a 
public hearing Tuesday, June 
15, prior to their scheduled bi-
monthly meeting. 

The bulk of the budget is 
funded by nearly $11.4 million 
in city taxes and licenses with 
another $5.3 million in water 
and sewer fees. Waste manage-
ment  pumps another $2.45 
million onto the ledger. 

TSPLOST (2018 fund) rev-
enues offer $7.6 million while 
SPLOST (2014 fund) adds an-
other $2.04 million. The Re-
gional TSPLOST adds 
$745,000. 

Anticipated revenues from 
hotel/motel taxes are 
$472,000. 

In addition to considering 
the budget on Wednesday, 
commissioners also will name 
a person to Post 7 on the Way-
cross-Ware County Planning 
Commission. They approved 
returning Jim Brown (Post 5) 
and Joe Skinner (Post 8) to the 
panel at the June 15 meeting.  

The Post 7 position rotates 
annually between the city and 
county with this being the fis-
cal year for a representative 
chosen by the city.

Photo By MYRA THRIFT 

The flames of conservatism and Republican fire were burning high Fri-
day as gubernatorial candidate Vernon Jones delivered a burning mes-
sage of current politics and blistered the Democrat party for leaving the 
American people behind.
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“The Rink” of Waycross will open for business Friday, July 2, offering roller skating and roller 
blading to the young and young-at-heart.

Remember when?
McQuaig aims to return ‘Rink’ to past popularity
By MYRA THRIFT 
Staff Writer 

A new and welcoming gathering 
place, “The Rink” of Waycross, will 
open Friday for those who like to 
strap on a pair of 
roller skates or 
roller blades and 
move to the music. 

Jamie McQuaig 
purchased King’s 
Roller Rink from 
Ruth King and has  
renovated the fa-
cility with new 
flooring, new 
lighting, new party 
space and all of it done with the 
safety of the customers in mind. 

The rink and the adjacent bowl-
ing alley at 4033 Memorial Drive 
was “the place to be” when it 
opened in 1976. There was a snack 
bar serving hamburgers, hot dogs, 
microwaved pizzas, French fries, 
chips, candy bars and fountain 
drinks. There were a handful of 
pool tables and nearly a dozen pin-
ball machines and arcade video 
games.  

After owning Jon’s Sport Park in 
Douglas and spending a lot of time 
on the road, McQuaig decided she 
wanted something closer to home 
for herself and her 10-year-old 
daughter, Lauren. With a heart for 
her home county, McQuaig pur-
chased the roller rink and the adja-

cent bowling alley, the renovation 
of which will come after the skat-
ing rink opens. 

The 12,000-square-foot building 
has a totally refinished surface for 
skating with bumper pads on the 
walls to prevent injuries.  

“It needed a lot of cleaning,” Mc-
Quaig said of the old rink. “It’d 
been closed for nine years. Mrs. 
King wanted to sell to someone 
who’d keep it as a roller rink and a 
bowling alley.  

“That was their heart. It was all 
about kids. She knew they enjoyed 
it. They had the Firestone store and 
skating rinks in other nearby 
towns.” 

(see RINK, Page 10A)

By MYRA THRIFT 
Staff Writer 

Georgia gubernatorial can-
didate Vernon Jones brought 
his fiery brand of conserva-
tive politics to Waycross last 
week, addressing a packed 
banquet room at Captain 
Joe’s about his hopes for the 
state in the future. 

Telling those in attendance 
he stands for banning politi-
cal and social indoctrination 
from schools, banning health 
care professionals from per-
forming transgender medical 
procedures on minors and 
plans to require all public 
schools in Georgia to recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance 

daily, Jones rallied Republi-
cans on Friday, June 25. 

And that was just the be-
ginning! 

Walking in with a broad 
smile and a friendly greeting 
for everyone, Jones could’ve 
passed for a local car dealer, 
his popularity evident among 
the crowd of voters who were 
disappointed with the elec-
tion of 2020. 

Jones pushed his agenda 
for almost an hour, telling his 
supporters that if President 
John F. Kennedy were alive 
today “… he would be 
ashamed of what the Demo-
cratic Party has become.” 

(see JONES, Page 11A)

Jones offers vision 
for Georgia’s future

McQuaig

Kight


