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Okefenokee Swamp Park observes 75th anniversary 
Special to the WJH 

The Okefenokee Swamp Park is inviting everyone to join in on the swamp fun as it 
celebrates 75 years of preservation of the area that is rich in history, culture, 
wilderness, adventure  and wildlife.  

OSP has packed the month of October with exciting events to immerse lo-
cals, surrounding communities and new visitors to the swamp. This month 
is not only a celebration of the past, but a beacon ringing in what is to 
come for the next 75 years.  

The big birthday celebratory block party will take place Saturday, Octo-
ber 9,  with an official golden ribbon cutting, food trucks, live music all 
day, with some special guests and familiar faces. 

Military, veterans and their families can explore what both loca-
tions, Okefenokee Swamp Park and Okefenokee Adventures in Folk-
ston, have to offer with their 50 percent off multi-entrance, multi-day 
passes for the weekend of October 22-24. 

The weekend is filled with an entire itinerary of activities to honor our ac-
tive and discharged servicemen. 

• DAY 1: The weekend kicks of Friday, October 22,  with a s’mores buffet by the camp-
fire at Laura S. Walker State Park inviting military and veteran families for a special 

meet-and-greet. 
• DAY 2: Enjoy a day exploring at Okefenokee Swamp Park or Oke-

fenokee Adventures and then get ready for a night of rumbling.  
Okefenokee Swamp Park is holding its first Veteran and Military Rock 
and Ride benefit motorcycle ride and southern rock concert Saturday, 
October 23.  

The opening ceremony begins with a Color Guard ceremony, Pledge 
of Allegiance, a few words from the VFW, and a salute to our troops 
who’ve served and continue to serve our country.  

Bring a chair, blanket, and your dancing shoes to enjoy the free 
southern rock concert. Donations are encouraged as they will ben-

efit the efforts of several veteran suicide awareness organizations and 
their dedication to healing America’s veterans and suicide prevention.  

• DAY 3: The Closing Ceremony Sunday, October 24, is for the first 
(see PARK, Page 7A)

By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

Waycross gave a glimpse of its newest recre-
ational area last week when it opened the splash pad 
in a community outing at Pernell Roberts Park. 

Children and adults had about 20 minutes to ex-
perience the features of the $150,000 facility before 
being treated to a cookout by ESG Engineering, the 
company that manages the city’s water/sewer oper-
ation.   

Dozens of adults and children — toddlers through 
pre-teens primarily — were on hand for the debut.  

(see SPLASH, Page 7A)

Students, drivers 
escape injury in 
bus-truck wreck
Staff Report 

No serious injuries were 
reported when a pickup 
truck crashed into a Ware 
County school bus at the in-
tersection of Crawford Street 
and Margaret Street, said 
the Georgia State Patrol. 

Neither of the drivers, 
Abby Lara Hansen, 17, of 
Waycross, nor Mark R. Os-
borne, 65, of Waycross, 
were seriously hurt in the 
Friday, October 1 crash, 
said Alicia Carter, Waycross 
GSP post secretary. 

A school board 
spokesman said there were 
22 children on the bus at 
the time of the crash. 

“There were no serious 
injuries, but a few individu-
als were checked out by 
medical personnel onsite 
and at the ER,” said Paige 
Coker, director of special 

Splash away

Children enjoy the preview of the city’s 
splash pad in Pernell Roberts Park last 

week that includes water features like a 
misting lady bug (above) and water-

dumping buckets (right). 
 

Photos By RICK NOLTE  

City offers preview of new 
water recreational facility

Happy 
100th, 
Jacob 
Special to the WJH 

BLACKSHEAR — Jacob 
Davis, a World War II vet-
eran who served in the U.S. 
Navy on the USS Intrepid, 
will celebrate his 100th 
birthday today (Wednes-
day, October 6). 

At the age of 94, Davis 
revisited the Intrepid in 
New York 
City. 

He re-
tired from 
farming to-
b a c c o ,  
corn, soy-
beans and 
l i terate ly  
put in a 
huge pecan 
o r c h a r d  
which today he still farms 
in Pierce County. Davis has 
his yearly summer veg-
etable garden and helps his 
wife, Janell “Jenny” with 
her massive flower garden. 

Davis works from dawn 
to dusk, which his children 
believe has contributed to 
his longevity. He is not a 
rocking chair man. 

Putting Christ first in his 
life, Davis is a 90-year 
member of Beulah Baptist 
Church where he is a for-
mer deacon. 

Davis also enjoys drink-
ing Dr. Pepper and clean 
living. He believes exercise 
and good healthy food, 
along with always moving 
your body with work, has 
helped to provide him in 
living a long life. 

He and Jenny have been 
married for 75 years. They 
are the parents of five chil-
dren, Jay Davis, Jerry 
Davis, June Davis, Joy 
Strickland O’Gorman and 
Jane Davis Callahan. 

(see DAVIS, Page 7A)

Davis
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projects for the Ware 
County Board of Education. 

Hansen, driving a 2004 
Dodge Dakota, was north-
bound on Crawford Street 
approaching Margaret 
Street and failed to stop at 
the intersection stop sign, 
said Carter. 

The school bus, a 2009 
Bluebird, was headed east 
on Margaret Street. The 
Hansen truck struck the 
front right side of the bus, 
which continued another 
36 feet forward, stopping in 
the eastbound lane of Mar-
garet Street. Hansen’s truck 
rotated clockwise for 10 feet 
after the 2:38 p.m. colli-
sion. 

Trooper Merritt Meeks is 
in charge of the investiga-
tion, which is continuing.

Ware resolution backs 
swamp mining stance
By MYRA THRIFT 
Staff Writer 

Prompted by a request 
from Susan Inman, sup-
porter of the Okefenokee 
Swamp and its eco system, 
Ware County Commission-
ers approved a resolution in 
support of the swamp’s 
stance about mining the 
headwaters of the natural 
wonder. 

Twin Pines is planning to 
extract 1.4 million gallons of 
water a day from the 
Florida Aquifer. Inman said 

the extraction could cause 
serious drought and dam-
age to fish and wildlife. 

Commissioners agreed 
with her sentiments and 
gave approval for the reso-
lution during the mid-
monthly meeting, pointing 
out they’re not against min-
ing itself, but against the 
plans for the land at the 
swamp. 

The swamp itself is cere-
brating its 75th anniversary, 
Saturday, October 9, with 

(see WARE, Page 7A)

Area COVID-19 by the numArea COVID-19 by the numbersbers
Ware CountyWare County                             Pierce CountyPierce County     Brantley CountyBrantley County

If you develop these Emergency warning signs, 
seek medical attention immediately.  

Note: This list is not all-inclusive, and individuals 
should consult a medical professional for any  

severe or concerning symptoms.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

9/27/21     4,409  / 189              1,492 / 59          

9/28/21     4,421 / 190           1,497 / NC         

9/29/21    4,429  / 194             1,501 / NC          

9/30/21     4,435/ NC               1,509 / 60            

10/1/21    4,437 / 195              1,512 / NC 

10/2/21    4,444  / 196             1,516 / NC 

10/3/21    4,448 / NC              1,521 / 62  

Note: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus sinceNote: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus since  

the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

9/27/21       2141 / 70            606 / 20             

9/28/21       2,151 / NC             607 / NC 

9/29/21       2,153 / 71             611 / NC       

9/30/21      2,158 / 73            612 / NC   

10/1/21      2,160 / 74            614 / 19 

10/2/21      2,162/ 76             618 / 22 

10/3/21     2,164/ NC             620 / NC 

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

9/27/21      1,893/ 60               344 / 10              

9/28/21     1,896 / NC                    NC 

9/29/21     1,898 / 61                345 / NC 

9/30/21      NC  / 63                  346 / NC 

10/1/21     1,900 / 65               347 / NC 

10/2/21     1,902 / NC              350 / NC

10/3/21       NC / NC                     NC


