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City Manager finalists determined

Lloyd being 
remembered 
as a ‘sweet 
person’ after 
her death in 
ATV accident

By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

Three men have been selected as final-
ists for the job of Waycross City Manager, 
including one already working in City 
Hall. 

Patrick Simmons, Executive Director of 
the Waycross Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau, is among the trio of finalists to re-
place Tonya Parrish. The other two are 
Joseph Cason of Brunswick and Chandler 
Williamson of Wellington, Fla. 

Cason is County Manager in White 
County, Ga., while Williamson is Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Penguin 1 & Associates, 
an independent and public relations firm, 

according to resumes included in their ap-
plications. 

A legal advertisement delivered to the 
Waycross Journal-Herald on Thursday, 
June 2, named the three finalists and said 
the City Commission will take action on 
naming Parrish’s successor during its   

(see CITY, Page 4)

Staff Report 
MILLWOOD — Friends of 

19-year-old Brooke Lloyd are 
remembering a sweet person 
gone to soon following her 
death in an ATV accident. 

Lloyd, a passenger in the 
2020 Polaris Ranger side-by-

side, and her 
fiancé, Jacob 
Larry Thomas, 
were east-
bound on 
Sawmill Road 
near Millwood 
when a deer 
darted into the 
path of the 

ATV, reported 
Georgia State 

Patrol Trooper Justin Jones of 
the Sunday morning, May 29 
accident at 2:18 a.m. 

Thomas was unable to avoid 
a collision and the machine 
struck the deer with the front 
eventually overturning and 
rolling onto Lloyd. Thomas was 
transported to a medical facil-
ity for treatment. 

“Very sad time,” posted 
Chris Smith. “I’ve coached so 
many young ladies, but none 
more special than Brooke 
Lloyd. She was just one of 
those kids that never ques-
tioned the game plan or her po-
sition on or off the field. She 
was a doer.  

“She was a great teammate a 
great friend and a great kid all 
around. As a coach you never 
even imagine that you’ll see a 
kid go before you. Brooke, you 
will truly be missed by many!! 
Fly high kid this world will 
never be the same without you  

(see LLOYD, Page 4)

Photo By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Ware County Probate Judge Calvin Bennett (center), 
Chief Clerk Tonya Carter (left) and Clerk Ashley McQuaig 
welcome visitors to the Probate Office in the Ware 
County Courthouse, serving the needs of those dealing 
with wills and other legal matters. 

Serving others is 
a way of life for 
Calvin Bennett
By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Staff Writer 

Calvin Bennett has always been the kind of 
person who wanted to serve people. 

He served in the U.S. Air Force for four 
years, from 1966 through 1970. Bennett at-
tended technical school to learn a trade and 
served at Flanders Photo beginning in 1980. 

He attended Georgia State Patrol Trooper 
School and became a trooper in 1980, based 
first at the Brunswick Patrol Post before 
transferring to Waycross. Bennett served the 
state through the Waycross Post until 2002 
when he retired as a Master Trooper. 

(see BENNETT, Page 7)

Staff Report 
The Ware County Board of 

Elections and Registration cer-
tified the results of last week’s 
General Primary Election dur-
ing a meeting Friday, May 26. 

A total of 5,807 ballots were 
cast in the 17-day early voting 
period and on election day, 
Tuesday, May 23.  

That number represents 
29.73 percent of the county’s 
19,532 registered voters. 

Of the final total, 2,102 bal-
lots were cast during the early 
period that closed Friday, May 
20. That number represented 
about 11 percent of the county’s 
eligible voters. More than of 
that record total of early votes  
(1,109) came in the final week, 
including 390 on the final day. 

Supervisor of Elections Car-
los Nelson said there was a dif-
ference of seven votes from the 
unofficial totals released fol-
lowing Tuesday’s voting, but 
they had no impact on the out-
comes of any races. Five of the 
ballots were provisionals that 
were certified at the meeting, 
he said. 

Nelson said early voting for 
the June 21 runoffs will be held 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-
Friday, June 13-17 at the board 
office, 408 Tebeau Street.  

There is only one local-re-
lated race on the Republican 
ballot — Senate District 3 be-
tween Mike Hodges and Jeff 
Jones. There are a handful of 
state and federal races on the 
Democrat side of the ballot.

Ware voting 
for primary 
certified by 
election panel

By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Staff Writer 

WAYNESVILLE – Henry Clayton 
Rooks has walked through a lot of 
verses from the King James Bible 
and found all of the promises con-
tained therein to be true. 

One particular promise he claims 
for his own — Deuteronomy 5:16: 
“Honour thy father and thy mother, 
as the LORD thy God hath com-
manded thee; that thy days may be 
prolonged, and that it may go well 
with thee, in the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee.” 

Rooks knows that verse to be 
true, he just turned 103 years old a 
month ago. 

Born April 20, 1919, Rooks was 
the fifth child of seven born to Allen 
John and Sarah Isabella Rooks. He 
is the sole survivor of the family 
which included Viola Drury, Alma 
Knight, Chester Rooks, Fred Rooks 
Sr., Frank Rooks and Clarence 
Rooks. 

Through piercing blue-gray eyes, 
Rooks sees his life as a happy expe-
rience for the most part. But he’s 
seen trying times as well. 

Raised in a time when food was 
scarce and was shared by neighbors, 
he learned to be a good neighbor. If 
someone had grits, those grits were 
shared with someone who had eggs 
and vice versa.  

The family’s only trip to the gro-
cery store was to walk several miles 
to a country store in Waynesville. 
Times were hard. But, the family 
had the one thing everyone craves – 
love. They respected one another. 

What little schooling he received 
was in Waynesville. 

(see ROOKS, Page 7)

Henry Clayton Rooks, 103  
From the Great Depression, World War I and II, through a pandemic  
he has witnessed great love, great loss and great transformation in life

Photo By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Henry Clayton Rooks looks back on his 103 years as a good life, explaining his time in WWII to his 
daughter, Glenda Rooks Patterson at their home in the Waynesville community.

‘In the Spotlight’ is a periodic  Journal-Herald feature. To nominate someone for the pro-
file, email society@wjhnews.com or church@wjhnews.com.

‘In the Spotlight’

SimmonsCason Williamson

JUNE 
4: Abraham E. and Annie 

Smith family reunion, 11 a.m., 
Homerville Train Depot, 40 E. 
Plant Avenue. 

5: Lane-Lynn family re-
union, 11 a.m.,  Hoboken Ele-
mentary School. 

6: Waycross City Commis-
sion planning and information 
session, 5 p.m., City Hall. 

7: Patterson Farmer’s Mar-
ket, 2 p.m., Patterson Park 
Pavillion, Highway 32.  

7: Waycross City Commis-
sion bi-monthly meeting, 5 
p.m., City Hall. 

9: TOPS meeting, 6 p.m., 
First Presbyterian Church, 
601 Hill Street. 

11: Merchants of Downtown 
Waycross Flea Market, 8 a.m., 
streets of Waycross. 

11: UGA Extension Office 
Bike Rodeo, 10 a.m., Trem-
bling Earth Sports Complex, 
2110 Recreation Drive. 

11: Film & Digital Camera 
Photo Walk, 11 a.m., Way-
cross-Ware County Public Li-
brary, 401 Lee Avenue. 

11: Father’s Day Forest 
Games, 10:30 a.m., Southern 
Forest World, 1440 N. Au-
gusta Avenue. 

Lloyd

What’s  
on tap 


