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Teen dead from
another’s hand
after shooting

Communication,
cooperation by
host of agencies
key pilot rescue
By RICK NOLTE
Staff Writer
Communication and cooperation among
a group of first responders along with utility
and government workers last week led to
flawless execution in the rescue of a pilot
who crashed his small plane alongside
McKinley Road near the Ware County Airport.
The biplane was dangling from a power
line by its tail wheel when members of the
Ware County Fire Department and Sheriff’s
Department arrived around 10:20 a.m.,
Thursday, September 23. The single-engine
plane had broken off the top portion of the
pole holding the power line, and was held
aloft nose pointing down by only the rest of
the pole and its line connected to another
pole some 150 yards away.
Authorities identified the pilot as Rob
Weyder, 78, of Palm Coast, Florida. Weyder
was on his way to South Carolina as part of
a group of private planes for a “fly in,” according to flight information of the Federal
Aviation Administration.
Weyder was suspended in the plane’s
cockpit suffering from cuts on his arms and
head, but able to communicate with authorities before he was extricated from the aircraft about 12:35 p.m. by a two-man team
operating from a Georgia Power bucket
truck.
Before the rescuers harnessed Weyder
and lowered him to the ground to a team of
Emergency Medical Technicians waiting
with a litter, the power had to be cut off to
the line holding the plane as well as to other
(see PILOT, Page 7A)
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By MYRA THRIFT
Staff Writer
One teen is dead and another behind bars charged
with homicide in the shooting death, said Waycross
Police Capt. Greg Young, of
the Criminal Investigations
Section.
Police were dispatched
to a home
in the 700
block
of
Hurley
Street at
9:54 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept.
22, in reference to a
shooting
Rawls
with
the
victim having been shot in
the face with a handgun,
said Young.
“After officers arrived,
they found the body of a
male in the living room on

the floor, unresponsive,”
Young said.
Gabriel Smith, 17, was
pronounced dead at the
scene by Ware County
Coroner Atha Lucas.
Other officers and detectives arrived and secured
the scene.
The investigation into
the shooting led to the arrest of Reginald Rawls, 17,
of Waycross. Young said he
was booked into the Ware
County jail.
“These two have known
each other for years, went to
school and worked together,” Young said. “It is
my understanding that they
have been in an ongoing argument for the last two
weeks or so and the disagreement just escalated.”
Young said Smith lived
with his mother and siblings and that a child witnessed the shooting.

Ware BOE votes to return
students to full-week class
Photo by RICK NOLTE

Rob Weyder sits injured in the cockpit of his biplane as it
hangs on a power line by only its tail wheel after he
crashed short of the Ware County Airport.

‘The good Lord blessed him,’
Ware Fire Chief told Weyder
By RICK NOLTE
Staff Writer
The call was unlike any other the Ware County 911
Center had ever received.
The caller said a plane had crashed near McKinley
Road and was hanging from a power line by only its tail
wheel.
It was 10:15 a.m., Thursday, September 23, and the
county’s first responders and other personnel with area
(see RESCUE, Page 7A)
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Ware County Fire Chief Dee Meadows explains
the procedure that will be used to rescue Weyder from his plane.

Staff Report
The Ware County Board
of Education elected Monday to return to a full instructional
schedule
beginning Wednesday, September 29.
The decision was made
due to a decrease in the
number of active COVID-19
cases impacting the school
system and the desire to get
students back in school,
said Superintendent Bert
Smith.
“Although we anticipated
staying on a hybrid schedule through October 7, all
students enrolled in face-toface instruction will return
to school on Wednesday,
September 29,” Smith said.
“Tuesday, September 28
will be the final day of hy-

brid instruction.”
The decision was reached
and during a called noon
meeting of the board Monday, September 27, and announced at its conclusion.
Masks will continue to be
required on Ware County
Schools buses and are
highly encouraged in all facilities throughout the district, Smith said.
“We look forward to welcoming all traditional students back on campus on
September 29,” said Smith.
Face-to-face classes were
canceled on Sept. 7 after a
monumental increase in the
number of COVID-19 cases
wer reported throughout
the system.
Beginning September 7,
(see WARE, Page 7A)

Police probe possible link to theft, death of Florida deputy
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By MYRA THRIFT
Staff Writer
Waycross police are investigating the theft of a vehicle at Rice
Yard in Waycross on Friday, September 24, that may or may not be
connected to the shooting of the
Nassau County (Florida) Sheriff’s
deputy the following day.
Chief Tommy Cox said the vehi-

cle, a 2015 Toyota Tundra stolen at
Rice Yard was recovered in Brantley County by lawmen with the
Brantley County Sheriff’s Department. The truck was returned to
Waycross and is being combed for
evidence.
“We were called about 9 p.m. on
Friday about the vehicle stolen on
CSX property,” said Cox. “We put

out lookouts, and on Saturday, the
truck was recovered in Brantley
County by Sheriff’s Department officials there.
“We do have a suspect in the
theft but because of the proximity
and the time frame of the deputy’s
shooting, we’re being very thorough and making sure no stone is
unturned. There’s enough doubt

Area COVID-19 by the numbers
Ware County
Date
9/20/21
9/21/21
9/22/21
9/23/21
9/24/21
9/25/21
9/26/21

Cases/Deaths
4,346 / 185
4,348 / NC
4,360 / 186
4,378 / 187
4,388 / 188
4,397 / 189
4,406 / NC

Pierce County
Last Year

Date

1,463 / 53
1,465 / NC
1,472 / 54
1,475 / 56
1,479 / 59
NA / NA
NA / NA

9/20/21
9/21/21
9/22/21
9/23/21
9/24/21
9/25/21
9/26/21

Cases/Deaths
2107 / 69
2,114 / 70
2,118 / NC
2,125 / NC
2,130 / NC
2,136/ NC
2,139/ NC

Brantley County
Last Year

Date

591 / 17
592 / NC
594 / NC
595 / NC
604 / 19
NA / NA
NA / NA

9/20/21
9/21/21
9/22/21
9/23/21
9/24/21
9/25/21
9/26/21

Cases/Deaths
1,854/ 54
1,863 / NC
1,874 / 56
1,880 / 58
1,884 / NC
1,886 / NC
1,851/ 59

Last Year
342 / 10
NC
NC
NC
NC
NA / NA
NA / NA

Note: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus since
the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.
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that we want to keep on looking
and investigating.”
Cox said authorities are “very
sure” the suspect is no longer in the
local area.
“We have been and are in contact with Florida law and are looking at the person we believe stole
the truck, trying to be as thorough
(see LINK, Page 2A)

If you develop these Emergency warning signs,
seek medical attention immediately.
Note: This list is not all-inclusive, and individuals
should consult a medical professional for any
severe or concerning symptoms.

