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Commission runoff voting Tuesday
Staff Report  

Voters in Waycross will deter-
mine two new city commissioners 
on Tuesday, November 30, in 
runoffs for the seats in District 2 
and 3, respectively. 

Sheinita S. Bennett-McCauley 
and Lonnie A. Adamson III are 
vying for the District 2 seat, while 
Katrena Felder and Akeem T. Clay-
ton seek the post in District 3. The 
runoff was necessary after no can-
didate received more than 50 per-
cent of the votes in the Muncipal 

Election on November 2, leaving 
the top two in the balloting moving 
to Tuesday’s elimination. 

Today (Wednesday, November 
24) is the final day to cast and early 
vote in the runoff. Early voting was 

limited to the first three days of 
this week at the Ware County 
Board of Elections and Registra-
tion, 408 Tebeau Street.  

A fourth day would have been 
held on Friday, Supervisor of Elec-
tions Carlos Nelson said, but it was 
earlier declared a state holiday by 
Gov. Brian Kemp. 

Runoff voting Tuesday will be 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the C.C. 
McCray City Auditorium for both 
districts. Only those with a current 

(see VOTE, Page 11A)

Bennett-McCauley Adamson Felder Clayton

Photo by RICK NOLTE 
The Waycross stormwater utility created through an ordinance in September will help allevi-
ate flooding situations like this one in Pernell Roberts Park in early July following a heavy af-
ternoon rain that brought the canal sytem out of its banks for a few hours, flooding about half 
the facility.  

City handles new utility feedback

By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

The City of Waycross is now two 
cycles into billing for its recently 
created stormwater utility, and the 
fee has generated just a few dozen 
complaints. 

Trey Gavin, the city’s consulting 
engineer, told the City Commission 
last week that his office has fielded  
“30 to 40” calls with questions or 
complaints about the fee. The util-
ity was created through the com-

mission’s passage of an ordinance 
in September. 

The fee appeared on all city util-
ity bills for this month with $4 for 
all residential customers and cost 
to others such as commercial en-
terprises, churches, etc., based on 
the amount of impervious area of 
the property. 

Gavin said most of the issues 
from callers have been with notifi-
cation about the utility and its fee. 

“Summarizing, the complaints 

are them just not knowing about 
it,” Gavin told commissioners. 
“They’ve also wanted to know if 
everyone is involved. Once we’ve 
answered ‘yes,’ for the most part 
they’ve seem satisfied. There are 
not many who are getting off the 
phone irate. 

“Once they understand the util-
ity, what it’s for and that everyone 
is paying, for the most part every-
one is OK.” 

(see UTILITY, Page 11A)

Staff Report 
The delta variant of the COVID-

19 coronavirus began showing up 
in our area in late June when the 
numbers for positive cases began 
to climb for the first time since 
early spring. 

According to numbers on  the 
Georgia Department of Public 
Health’s website tracking the 
spread of the virus, we’ve returned 

to those levels again. 
Monday’s rolling, two-week 

number of cases per 100,000 pop-
ulation was 31 in Ware County. 
That’s the county’s lowest number 
since it stood at 33 back on June 22. 

The following day it began rising 
until topping out at 1,065 on Au-
gust 26. It’s been slowly falling 
since to Monday’s low.  

Ware County’s positive case 

total of 4,563 has held steady since 
Tuesday, November 16. The num-
ber of deaths attributed to COVID-
19 has been revised from 208 on 
November 6 to 207 today. 

The situation is much the same 
for Pierce and Brantley counties, 
where their rolling two-week num-
ber is not applicable because there 
have been so few positive cases re-
ported the past few weeks. 

Pierce has 2,113 positive cases 
and 86 deaths. It has seen an in-
crease of only five cases and no 
deaths since November 10. 

Brantley has had only three 
cases since November 9 to stand at 
1,898, and no deaths since it suf-
fered its 75th October 29. The 
county has not registered on the 
rolling, two-week scale since it’s 
number was at 31 on November 3.

Leadership 
changes at 
Waycross 
GSP post
By MYRA WILLIAMS 
Staff Writer 

Over the last month, the 
Georgia State Patrol Way-
cross post has seen a lot of 
changes. 

From the once-in-a-life-
time promotion of a post 
commander to a lieutenant, 
the hiring of a new post sec-
retary, the 
promotion 
of a trooper 
to post 
c o m -
mander, to 
the ap-
pointment 
of a trooper 
to serve as 
the posts’s 
“Buck Ser-
geant.” 

Sgt. Chad Woods was 
promoted from Waycross 
Post Commander to Lieu-
tenant over the GSP Re-
gional K-9 Task Force 
consisting of drug dogs and 
explosive detecting canines. 
Woods will direct this oper-
ation from Fulton County 
to Ware County, the first 
such promotion ever for the 
Waycross Post. 

Woods had served as 
Post 22 Commander for 
three years, and was known 
as the “darling of the com-
munity” through his work 
with the GSP and in the 
area. 

His promotion created a 
vacancy at the post home 
located along U.S. 1 South  

(see POST, Page 2A)

Woods

Most complaints point to notification process

Area has returned to levels before delta variant arrival

Area COVID-19 by the numArea COVID-19 by the numbersbers
Ware CountyWare County                             Pierce CountyPierce County     Brantley CountyBrantley County

If you develop these Emergency warning signs, 
seek medical attention immediately.  

Note: This list is not all-inclusive, and individuals 
should consult a medical professional for any  

severe or concerning symptoms.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

11/15/21      4,562 / 208           1,835 / 70          

11/16/21      4,563 / NC          1837 / NC         

11/17/21       NC / NC              1,844 / NC             

11/18/21      NC / NC            1,850 / NC            

11/19/21      NC / 206            1,862 / NC 

11/20/21      NC / NC             1,877 / NC 

11/21/21     NC / NC              1,885 / 71  

Note: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus sinceNote: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus since  

the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

11/15/21      2,110 / 86              721 / 26             

11/16/21      2,111 / NC             722 / NC          

11/17/21       NC / NC                NC / NC         

11/18/21       2,112 / NC            724 / NC 

11/19/21       NC / NC             725 / NC       

11/20/21       NC / NC               728 / NC   

11/12/21       NC / NC            730 / NC 

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

11/15/21      1,896 / 75                501 / 14              

11/16/21        NC / NC                 503 / NC 

11/17/21         NC / NC                505 / NC 

11/18/21      1,897 / NC               NC / NC 

11/19/21         NC / NC               514 / 15 

11/20/21         NC / NC               515 / NC 

11/21/21         NC / NC               521 / NC

The Waycross Journal-
Herald’s Christmas tradi-
tion, known as the Empty 
Stocking Fund, a way to 
raise money for those who 
find themselves facing cir-
cumstances whereby there 
is a lack of sufficient re-
sources for their short-
term situation, is off to a 
great start week with three 
donations. 

Contributions for the 
program will be accepted 
through the month of De-
cember. Donations to the 
fund may be delivered from 
8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., 
weekdays to the Journal-
Herald office at 311 Car-
swell Avenue  or mailed to: 

 
Empty Stocking Fund, 

Journal-Herald 
311 Carswell Avenue, 
Waycross, Ga. 31501 

 
 A weekly progress report 

of the fund will appear on 
Page 1 of the newspaper. 
This week’s donations  to-
taled $675. 

 
•$100: Anonymous; 
•$75: Irene Waggoner; 
•$500: Anonymous. 
 
Please, won’t you decide 

to make a difference today? 
Call (912) 283-2244 to 
make a gift.

Empty 
Socking 
receives 
first 
donations


