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No. 1 Gators claim Region 1-AAAAA title
Ware County head coach Jason Strickland hoists the Region 1-AAAAA trophy Friday night after the 
top-ranked and unbeaten Gators whi[pped fourth-ranked Coffee High 31-6 in Jardine Stadium end-
ing the Trojans’ seven-game winning streak. The championship hardware is the second straight for 
Ware County and third in four years. An extra bonus was claiming the “Border War” trophy for the 
third consecutive year. To read about Friday’s dominating win, turn to Page 1B. To learn more about 
the Gators first round playoff matchup with Jones County, turn to Page 2B.

Director 
of shelter 
resigns 

By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

Jamie Knudsen has resigned 
as Director of the Waycross 
Animal Control shelter in the 
wake of an investigation into 
the operation. 

Acting City Manager Marc 
Hawkins confirmed Knudsen’s 
departure Monday, November 
6. He said the resignation came 
Thursday, October 27.   

Hawkins said Knudsen had 
been director of the facility for 
about a year after being hired 
as an animal control officer in 
August, 2019. 

Hawkins stated the city is 
seeking an animal control offi-
cer, rather than another direc-
tor to fill Knudsen’s position at 
this time. He said the city is 
studying all aspects of the ani-
mal control operation, thus the 
decision to seek an officer 
rather than a director immedi-
ately. 

The investigation of the shel-
ter being conducted by the 
Waycross Police Department is 
ongoing, said Hawkins. That 
probe began following the eu-
thanization of a female dog and 
her four week-old puppies on 
September 9-10 while in the 
care of the shelter. 

A bite on the arm of the 
young daughter of the dog’s 
owner on September 6 set off a 
chain of events that included a 
visit to Memorial Satilla 
Health’s emergency room, re-
port of the bite to animal con-
trol, the dog and her litter 
being picked up ad taken to the 
shelter and later euthanized. 
Animal rights advocates have 
said the county’s procedure for 
handling animals involved in 
bites and the possibility of ra-
bies was not followed. 

The deaths of the mother, an 
8-year-old boxer-pitbull mix, 
and her puppies, captured the 
interest of people across the 
country once the story was 

(see SHELTER, Page 4A)

Third time is a charm for SPLOST
By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

The third time was a charm for 
Waycross and Ware County in 
their attempt to get a Special Pur-
pose Local Option Sales Tax ap-
proved by county voters. 

Unlike the municipal elections in 
2019 and 2020, the referendum’s 
appearance on Tuesday’s General 

Election ballot was approved.  
There were 5,613 votes for the 

issue and 4,936 against, according 
to unofficial returns from the 
Ware County Board of Election 
and Registration for the county’s 
12 precincts, three of which are in 
the city. 

In 2020, the one-cent tax was 
voted down 6,319 to 6,037. The 

year before there was a similar 
margin of just fewer than 300 
votes, but this time with only 14 
percent of the county’s registered 
voters casting a ballot (1,511 to 
1,248). 

“That’s great,” City Commis-
sioner Henry Strickland said 
shortly after the vote was in. “It 
will definitely help us and the 

county. I know there are a lot of 
naysayers to (SPLOST) out there, 
but it will make a big difference in 
what we can do.” 

The SPLOST is a joint city-
county issue with each benefitting 
from the one-cent sales tax pro-
ceeds based on population from 
the 2020 Census. 

The governments were seeking 

to share in not more than $55 mil-
lion on a 60-40 (county-city) basis 
over the six-year  term of the ref-
erendum. 

“One of the things I’m excited 
about this (passing) is that the city 
and county came together to dis-
cuss and hammer out projects to 
work together on,” Strickland said. 

(see SPLOST, Page 4A)

WPD probe of 
facility ongoing

City holds 
interviews 
for manager 
candidates
By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

The second installment 
of the search for the next 
City Manager in Waycross 
took another step this week 
with executive sessions by 
the Waycross City Commis-
sion. 

Commissioners had 
called meetings at 8 a.m. 
Tuesday, November 8 and 
today (Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9). After the meetings 
were called to order, they 
were adjorned to executive 
sessions for the purpose of 
interviewing candidates for 
the position that has been 
vacant since Tonya Parrish 
resigned in December. 

The interviews follow the 
close of the application 
process October 4. A total 
of 23 candidates applied for 
the postion, Human Re-
sources Director Marissa 
Hendrix said when applica-
tions closed. 

The commission began 
seeking candidates in Janu-
ary after Parrish’s depar-
ture to become City 
Manager in Flowery 
Branch, Ga. That version of 
the search drew 47 candi-
dates. 

Just as this week, city of-
ficials used two called 
meetings early in May for 
executive sessions to con-
duct in-person interviews 
of selected candidates from 
the original pool. That 
group of interviews led to 
three finalists being named 
June 3. 

Commissioners voted to 
reopen the application 
process when they failed to 
reach a  consensus on any 

(see CITY, Page 4A)

Nicole likely ‘rain event’ for area
By HUNTER THOMAS 
Staff Writer 

Tropical storm Nicole was ex-
pected to make landfall as a Category 
1 hurricane somewhere along the 
southeast coast of Florida in the early 
hours of Thursday morning and im-
pact Southeast Georgia a day later, 
the National Weather Service said. 

“The storm should be gone from 
our area by the end of the week, 
which will put a damper on the fair, 
but it shouldn’t impact the Ware 
County football game scheduled for 
Saturday,” said Jonathan Daniell,  

Ware County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Director. 

Nicole is expected to move west-
ward toward south/central Florida 
today  (Wednesday, November 9) 
and is anticipated to strenghten to a 
hurricane right before landfall.  

Tropical storm force winds were 
expected over  Northeast Florida and 
Southeast Georgia’s Atlantic waters 
beginning Tuesday evening and per-
sisting through the end of the week. 
Significant impacts will be focused 
along the Atlantic Coast, the NWS 
said.  

Local impacts will bring two to 
three inches of rainfall to the Way-
cross area late Thursday through Fri-
day evening with Georgia’s coastal 
areas receiving three to four inches of 
rain.  

“It will mainly be a rain event for 
our area,” Daniell said. “It shouldn’t 
be a big threat.” 

That’s not the case in Florida, 
much of which is still reeling from 
Ian. That Category 4 hurricane 
slammed into the Gulf Coast of the 
peninsula south of Fort Myers about 

(see STORM, Page 4A)

Kemp, Walker easily carry Ware
34 percent of 
county eligibles 
cast early ballot
Staff Report 

More than 34 percent of 
Ware County’s 19,213 regis-
tered voters cast a ballot in ad-
vance of Tuesday’s Election 
Day voting. 

According to the final daily 
reporting form released by the 
county elections office, 6,554 
votes were received during the 
17-day early period that ended 
Friday, November 4 account-
ing for 34.11 percent of the 
county’s eligible voters. Of that 
total, 5,858 ballots were cast in 
person at the Board of Elec-
tions Office and Ware County 
Administration Building. 

The final day attracted 532 
voters, the highest during the 
early period. Of that number, 
389 voted at the elections of-
fice. 

The next highest was 471 on 
Tuesday, October 18, the sec-
ond day of voting. That was 
among five days during the pe-
riod when votes exceeded 400. 

Elsewhere locally through 
Friday’s final day, 4,666 votes 
were cast in person in Pierce 
County, 2,881 in Brantley 
County and 2,632 in Bacon 
County. 

(see EARLY, Page 4A)

Governor holds lead in state; 
Herschel trailing Warnock
Staff Report 

Ware County helped 
Brian Kemp on the way to a 
second term as Georgia’s 
Governor handing the Re-
publican 73.1 percent of the 
vote in Tuesday’s General 
Election. 

Kemp collected 7,852 
votes to easily outdistance 
Democrat 
challenger 
S t a c e y  
A b r a m s  
(2,822) in 
the county. 
He held a 
lead of 8.5 
percentage 
p o i n t s  
around the 
state with 
84 percent of the vote 
counted at 11 p.m. 

When the two met in 
2018, Kemp won by fewer 
than 50,000 votes. 

Republican Herschel 
Walker easily carried Ware 
County, but held a 
statewide lead of just one-
half percent over Democrat 
incumbent Raphael 
Warnock with 84 percent 
of the vote reported in the 
U.S. Senate race. In Ware, 
Walker garnered 7,563 

votes to 2,968 for 
Warnock. 

Ware County backed Re-
p u b l i c a n  
Earl L. 
“ B u d d y ”  
Carter in 
the District 
1 House of 
Represen-
tatives race 
with De-
m o c r a t  
Wade Her-
ring. Carter 
had 7,851 in the county to 
2,790 for Herring.  

A number of candidates 
were running unopposed 
locally so their seats were 
assured following the Pri-
mary Election in May. 

In Ware County, those 
were Commissioners 
Leonard Burse Jr. (Democ-
rat, District 1) and Timothy 
“Timmy” Lucas (R-Dist. 2). 
Burse collected 1,632 votes 
and Lucas 2,075. 

In the Statehouse, Sena-
tors Mike Hodges (R-Dist. 
3) had 1,948 and Russ 
Goodman (R-Dist. 8) had 
6,957. In the House of 
Representatives, John L. 
Corbett (R-Dist. 174) had    

(see VOTE, Page 4A)
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A poll worker directs two voters to the next 
station during General Election voting Tues-
day afternoon at Memorial Stadium. 

Kemp

Walker


