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County 
certifies 
election 
voting
Special to the WJH 

The Ware County Board of 
Elections and Registration cer-
tified the November 8 General 
Election results during a meet-
ing Monday. 

Before the November 14 cer-
tification vote, cured ballots, 
UOCAVA (overseas military) 
ballots, and provisional ballots 
had to be added to the count. 
There was one cured ballot, 
zero UOCAVA ballots (there 
were eight received and they 
were counted on the 8th), and 
nine provisional ballots. Of the 
nine, only three were accepted. 

After running these ballots, 
the Board voted to certify the 
results. 

Ware County underwent its 
risk-limiting audits (RLA) 
Thursday, November 17. The 
audit matched exactly the same 
number of votes as the ma-
chine count produced Election 
Day. 

RLAs are statistically based 
audit techniques which cut cut 
down on the number of ballots 
that need to be audited, while 
also providing statistical confi-
dence that an incorrect election 
result is not certified (i.e., 
made official).  

As the name suggests, an 
RLA is designed to limit the 
risk that a contest is certified 
with the wrong winner. It does 
this by increasing the initial 
sample when discrepancies are 
found until either the level of 
confidence has been met or a 
full recount has been per-
formed. 

RLAs are an incremental 
audit system. If the margin of 
an election is wide, very few 
ballots must be reviewed. If the 
margin is narrow, more will be 
reviewed up to the point that 
enough evidence is provided to  

(see COUNTY, Page 2)
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The display of props and other items in the historical exhibit from the movie “Till” that cur-
rently is in theaters around the country, including Waycross, will be at the Waycross-Ware 
County Public Library, 401 Lee Avenue, through Friday, November 25.

Exhibit details U.S. tragedy
Emmett Till death 
played key role in 
civil rights growth
By RICK HEAD 
Publisher 

A mini-documentary and a 
movie depicting the death of Em-
mett Till and his mother’s courage 
to see justice are giving notice to 
racial injustice black Americans 
faced for many years. 

Till, 14 at the time of his death 
on August 28, 1955, was tortured 
and lynched by a mob of white 
men in Money, Miss., while visit-
ing family from Chicago for the 
summer.  

He was beaten and mutilated 
before being shot in the head by 
assailants who sunk Till’s body in 
the Tallahatchie River wrapped in 
barbed wire around a 75-pound 
cotton gin fan. Three days later, 
the boy’s mutilated and bloated 
body was discovered and retrieved. 

The reaction of his mother, 
Mamie Till-Mobley, to his violent 
murder galvanized the nation and 
forever changed the course of the 
civil rights movement in the 
United States. She has been la-
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Iman Ali, who had a close relationship with Mamie Till from 
Ali’s work as a journalist in Chicago, curated the exhibit of 
props, including this cotton gin fan used to weigh down Em-
mett Till’s body in the Tallahatchee River after he was mur-
dered, and other items from the movie.

beled the mother of the civil rights 
movement. 

For Emmett’s funeral in 
Chicago, Mamie Till insisted the 
casket containing his body be left 

open, because, in her words, “I 
wanted the world to see what they 
did to my baby.” 

“Her courage and determination 
(see EXHIBIT, Page 4)

Staff Report 
The Ware County Board of 

Education heard an update on 
the progress of facility projects 
in the system during its meet-
ings last week. 

Director of Maintenance and 
Facilities Robert Benchoff and 
architect Doug Neal provided 
the  update to board members, 
who met for a work session  
Monday, November 7 and 
Tuesday, November 8. 

Neal informed board mem-
bers the system’s Rifle Range 
project is on schedule and 
should be completed by the 
end of January, 2023. 

Ware County High School’s 

(see BOARD, Page 5)

Ware BOE 
hears status 
of projects 

By SANDY HEAD 
Staff Writer 

“I am passionate about ensuring 
that pregnant women in our commu-
nity know their options regarding 
adoption and that couples who desire 
to adopt know their options as well.”  

Loren Rae Grace, LPC, Assistant 
Director, Covenant Care Adoptions, 
also is passionate about raising 
awareness for the brave, selfless act 
women do for their children. 

“Birth mothers love their children 
very much and make a sacrificial 
choice to plan a life for their child 
that they are not able to provide,” she 
said. 

(see ADOPT, Page 4)

SPECIAL PHOTO 
Loren Rae and Rusty Grace stand behind their children Juliet 
(11), Ransom (9), Isabel (6), Ephriaim (4) and Max (3).

5 streets 
OK’d by 
city for 
upgrade
By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

Help is on the way for a 
handful of Waycross streets 
following the approval 
Tuesday of a paving con-
tract for $1.88 million by 
the City Commission during 
its bi-monthly meeting at 
City Hall. 

The resolution for the 
agreement with Thrift 
Brothers LLC of Waycross 
was for repair and resurfac-
ing to Beville, Crawford and 
Jane Streets, as well as 
Hanover Drive and Rich-
mond Avenue. It was one of 
three measures passed by 
commissioners. 

They also approved two 
ordinances, one on second 
reading and another on first 
reading. The commission 
also okayed 21 privilege li-
censes for city establish-
ments for the sale and/or 
consumption of beer, wine 
and liquor. 

All commissioners and 
Mayor Michael-Angelo 
James were present except 
Sheinita Bennett. There was 
no executive session. 

The contract for the road 
improvements will be paid 
with funds from the county 
Transporation Special Pur-
pose  Local Option Sales 
Tax (T-SPLOST). The roads 
were next on the city’s pri-
ority list for upgrades that 
was determined four years 
ago, officials said. 

Purchasing Director 
Mamie Jackson said five 
vendors asked for plans for 
the project and two submit-
ted bids. She said the Way-
cross-based firm was the 
lowest and best of the two. 

Discussion of the road 
improvements during the 
commission’s planning and 
information session Mon-
day sparked conversations 

(see CITY, Page 3)

Awareness 
of adoption? 
Just check 
Grace family


