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Special to the WJH 

The U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers announced Friday it 
has reversed its decision to 
allow mining near the Okefeno-
kee. 

The decision came after a re-
quest from Georgia Sen. Jon 
Ossoff to restore federal protec-
tions of the wetlands in the 
country’s largest blackwater 
swamp due to its cultural and 
historical importance to the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation.  

Alabama-based Twin Pines 

Minerals, as previously re-
ported by Savannah Morning 
News, submitted applications 
in late 2020 for multiple per-
mits from the Georgia Environ-
mental Protection Division 
(EPD) to mine titanium oxide, 
often used in whitening prod-
ucts, as well as other heavy 
metals on more than 500 acres 
of ancient beach dunes called 
Trail Ridge in Charlton County. 
The dunes, which border the 
swamp and help contain it, are 
within three miles of the Oke-
fenokee National Refuge, a U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service prop-
erty.  

“My whole team and I are ex-
hilarated and thrilled to an-
nounce this restoration of 
protection for the Okefenokee 
Wildlife Refuge and surround-
ing wetlands,” Ossoff said.  

According to Ossoff, at his 
request the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service redoubled its 
efforts to analyze the potential 
damage and found the risk the 
mine posed to the swamp was 
extreme. 

(see MINING, Page 14)

US Army Corps reverses  
decision to allow mining  
citing historical importance
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 Saturday, June 11 at  
Trembling Earth Sports Complex
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Area COVID-19 by the numArea COVID-19 by the numbersbers
Ware CountyWare County                             Pierce CountyPierce County     Brantley CountyBrantley County

If you develop these Emergency warning signs, 
seek medical attention immediately.  

Note: This list is not all-inclusive, and individuals 
should consult a medical professional for any  

severe or concerning symptoms.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

5/30/22        5,982 / 223          3,060 / 151           

5/31/22        5,973 / NC          NC / NC         

6/1/22        5,985 / NC           3,061 / NC                

6/2/22           NC / NC           3,064 / NC           

6/3/22          NC / NC              NC / NC 

6/4/22        5,986 / NC            NC/ NC 

6/5/22           NC / NC           3,070 / NC  

Note: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus sinceNote: Chart shows the number of positive cases (first number) and deaths from the coronavirus since  

the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.the GDPH began tracking the spread in March, 2020. NC: No change in data. NA: No data available.

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

5/30/22         2,787 / 103           1,281 / 44             

5/31/22            NC / NC               NC / NC          

6/1/22             NC / NC               NC / NC         

6/2/22         2,788 / NC            1,282/  NC 

6/3/22         NC / NC                 NC / NC       

6/4/22        2,789 / NC              1,283 / NC   

6/5/22           NC / NC               NC / NC   

Date     Cases/Deaths       Last Year 

5/30/22         2,502 / 90              955 / 32               

5/31/22            NC / NC              NC / NC 

6/1/22          2,503 / NC             956 / NC 

6/2/22           NC / NC                NC / NC 

6/3/22           NC / NC                NC / NC   

6/4/22          2,504 / NC             957 / 33 

6/5/22            NC / NC               NC / NC

Cason Simmons Williams

Manager, SPLOST in City Hall focus 
Finalists offer city views
By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

The City of Waycross  
named three finalists to be 
its next City Manager 
Thursday, June 2.  

From a field of 47 candi-
dates, city officials selected 
Joseph “Joey” Cason, 
Patrick Simmons and Chan-
dler Williamson as the top 
choices for the position 
that’s been vacant since the 
resignation of Tonya Par-
rish in December. 

Cason is County Manager 
in White County, Ga., 
Williamson is Chief Execu-

tive Officer of Penguin 1 & 
Associates, an independent 
and public relations firm, 
while Simmons is Executive 
Director of the Waycross 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. 

According to the legal ad 
delivered to the Waycross 
Journal-Herald announc-
ing the finalists, the City 
Commission will take action 
on naming one of the three 
as Parrish’s successor dur-
ing its bi-monthly meeting 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, June 21 
in City Hall. 

Parrish, who had been on 

the job for about 22 
months, resigned to accept 
the role of City Manager in 
Flowery Branch, Ga. She 
was replaced on an interim 
basis, by Waycross Fire 
Chief David Eddins for a pe-

riod of not longer than six 
months. 

With that period ending, 
the City Commission dis-
cussed a resolution at its 
planning and information 

(see VIEWS, Page 4)

City, county agree on referendum
By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

The City of Waycross and 
Ware County will seek to 
have a Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
placed on the ballot for the 
General Election on Tues-
day, Nov. 8. 

Officials from both mu-
nicipalities reached the 
agreement to ask voters for 
the one-cent sales tax dur-
ing a joint meeting Thurs-
day, June 2, in the Ware 
County Administration 
Building. Waycross Interim 
City Manager David Eddins 

said no dollar amount or 
length of time for the refer-
endum was set during the 
meeting, which was at-
tended by most of the key 
administrators from the city 
and county, as well as some 
members of the public. 

Waycross and Ware 
County have been without 
SPLOST funds since June 
30, 2021, when the one 
passed in 2014 ended. The 
issue was placed on the bal-
lot in both the 2019 and 
2020 municipal elections, 
but rejected each time. The 

(see SPLOST, Page 5)

Shots fired in Pierce County road rage incident
Staff Report 

BLACKSHEAR —Residents 
in Pierce County, along with 
the elected sheriff, were dum-
founded this weekend with 
the occurrence of a “road 
rage” shooting in the county 
of less than 20,000 popula-
tion. 

“I don't know what the 

world’s coming to,” said Sher-
iff Ramsey Bennett. “A road 
rage shooting in little old 
Pierce County, Ga.” 

A Burke County woman 
was arrested and charged with 
the incident, Bennett said. 

Peyton Ann Peacock, 23, of 
Keysville, Ga., was appre-
hended by Pierce County and 

Blackshear lawmen following 
the incident on Georgia High-
way 121 at St. Johns Church 
Road. 

“I don't know what pos-
sessed her to come here and 
carry on like that,” said Ben-
nett. “But she will be with us a 
while.” 

Peacock is charged with two 

counts of Aggravated Assault, 
Possession of a Firearm dur-
ing the Commission of a 
Felony, Tampering with Evi-
dence, Possession of a Sched-
ule IV Controlled Substance, 
and Possession of Drugs not 
in the Original Container, the 
sheriff said. 

(see ROAD, Page 2)

Ware, Charlton, Clinch 
combine on Okefenokee 
ecotourism experience
Special to the WJH 

Want to take a walk on 
the wild side? Head down to 
South Georgia, home to one 
of Georgia’s Seven Natural 
Wonders. 

The Okefenokee Swamp 
— 428,000 acres of wet-
lands — hosts 424 animal 
species and 620 types of 
plants and, famously, 
around 13,000 alligators. 
Under a new initiative, the 
swamp’s special attributes 
will be used to protect the 
natural resource and ener-
gize the local community.    

The folks at the Okefeno-
kee Swamp Park (OSP), the 
nonprofit partner to the 
Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge, have 
crafted a plan to bring at-
tention to the region’s 
unique natural attractions 
through tourism, outdoor 
recreation, education and 
research — known as The 
Okefenokee Experience.   

Today, the Okefenokee 
National Wildlife Refuge 
sees more than 600,000 
visitors annually, according 
to the 2017 Banking on Na-
ture report, with $64.7 mil-
lion generated from the 
local recreation. The rev-

enue helped create around 
753 jobs and solicited $5.4 
million in taxes for the sur-
rounding counties. 

Under the Okefenokee 
Experience initiative, the 
tri-county area around the 
swamp — Ware, Charlton, 
and Clinch County — will be 
home to a new interpretive 
center, cultural history mu-
seum and dark sky observa-
tory.  

The Southern Environ-
mental Law Center (SELC) 
is a primary partner for this 
initiative, along with teams 
at nearby state parks — like 
Laura Walker and Stephen 
Foster — and local govern-
ment entities. The idea was 
conceptualized by Allison 
Burdette, wife of SELC Sen-
ior Attorney Bill Sapp, who 
saw similarities between the 
Adirondacks in New York 
and Georgia’s Okefenokee 
and brainstormed a plan to 
follow suit. 

OSP Executive Director 
Kim Bednarek said the goal 
is to bring attention to the 
Okefenokee that’s gener-
ally reserved for the state’s 
coastal attractions, like Sa-
vannah which has many 

(see SWAMP, Page 14)

WJH Pigskin Preview cited by Georgia Press
Staff Report 

Jekyll ISLAND — The Way-
cross Journal-Herald finished 
third in the recent Georgia Press 
Association Magazine Product 
category with its 2021 Pigskin 
Preview edition. 

“This is a great achievement,” 
said Rick and Sandy Head, own-
ers. “This honor could only be 
achieved by our loyal adver-
tisiers, who made this a special 

edition, along with our staff.” 
The 48-page glossy football 

edition covering Ware County, 
Pierce County and Brantley 
County was written by Head and 
staff writer Rick Nolte. Taylor 
Gill was responsible for building 
ads as well as page production. 

“We will continue bringing our 
loyal readers the best in local 
sports coverage,” said Head. 
“Our goal for our 2022 edition is 

to be bigger with the support of 
the community.” 

The Monroe County Reporter 
in Forsyth captured top honors 
while The Post Searchlight Bain-
bridge was second. 

Head Publishing, LLC pur-
chased the Waycross Journal-
Herald in October 2019 turning 
the once daily publication into a 
weekly. The WJH moved to twice 
a week in October 2021. 


