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Fireworks 
spark talk 
about new 
location for 
July 4 fest 
By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

Waycross and Ware County 
have explored partnering on a 
Fourth of July celebration in 
the coming years that would 
include a larger and longer fire-
works display. 

The big question that re-
mains is where to hold it. 

Acting Waycross City Man-
ager Marc Hawkins told city 
commissioners Monday at 
their planning and information 
session county officials are re-
ceptive to joining the city in the 
annual program in 2023. He 
said the county would match 
the city’s event funding, which 
is usually between $22,000 
and $24,000, allowing for a 
bigger fireworks finale to the 
celebration.  

The fireworks display has 
been staged from Bit Tanner 
Field adjacent to Waycross 
Middle School. That site, how-
ever, may not be available next 
year, and certainly not in 2024 
and after, Hawkins said. 

With the passage of the 
Ware County Board of Educa-
tion’s ESPLOST, a new school 
to replace Waycross Middle 
has been dedicated for a por-
tion of the funding. Hawkins 
said plans have it being built 
adjacent to the current school, 
taking away the availability of 
Bit Tanner for July 4 activities.  

“It depends on when they 
break ground,” Hawkins said 
of the new school’s construc-
tion timetable. “We don’t know 
if it’ll be this year, but we’ll for 
sure need another place the 
next year.” 

The muncipalities have been 
exploring locations since the 
talks reached a concrete stage, 
and have developed a plan to 

 (see FOURTH, Page 4)

Salvation Army wants you!  
Charity’s bells ring Nov. 19 
By HUNTER THOMAS 
Staff Writer 

As the holidays approach, so does the need 
for volunteers to ring the bells for the Way-
cross Salvation Army. 

The Red Kettle Campaign started as a local 
San Francisco fundraiser in 1891 featuring a 
single crab pot. The Salvation Army’s Red Ket-
tle Campaign has grown into one of the most 
recognizable and important charitable events 
in the United States.  

“It is our largest fundraiser of the year,” said 
Waycross Post Commander, Major Pam Starr, 
who has been the Waycross Post Commander 
since June 2022 and an officer since 1993. “It 
doesn’t just help us during Christmas, but it 
helps us all year long. This past year was tough 
on us financially. We really hope to get that 
turned around this coming year.” 

More than 5,000 communities rely on the 
money raised from the Red Kettle Campaign 
for assistance during the holiday season and 
year-round services, according to www.red-
kettlevolunteer.org. 

Across the nation, the Red Kettles served 
more than 32 million people last year, accord-
ing to the website.  The Salvation Army of 
Waycross served more than 1,200 men, 
women and children with utilities, food, cloth-

ing, and toys for Christmas.  
“Families are facing challenges due to in-

creased rent and food,” said Starr. “We are 
committed to helping individuals have a warm 
place to live, food to eat and clothing to wear.” 

“We need hundreds of volunteers... well as 
many as we can get, every single one is 
needed,” said Starr.  

There are approximately 12 locations, in-
cluding Food Lion and several Walmart stores 
the Waycross Salvation Army have the kettles 
set up at. The volunteers are needed from Sat-
urday, November 19 through Saturday, De-
cember 24 from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m.  

The only days the kettles are not set up are 
Sunday and Thanksgiving Day.  

Volunteers can register by calling 912-285-
7327 during weekday  hours of 8:30 a.m. until 
3 p.m.  

“We need to increase our volunteer base,” 
Starr said. “The better volunteer base we have, 
the better our net return will be.”    

Volunteers are needed throughout the year.  
“We could use volunteers all year long at our 

family store to help sort, straighten, hang, and 
replenish shelves,” Starr said.  

She said the support from the Salvation 
Army’s advisory board is very helpful in mak-
ing sure the financial status is stable. 

SPECIAL PHOTO 

The Salvation Army begins its holiday 
fundraising effort, the “Red Kettle 
Campaign,” Saturday, November 19 
at a host of retail outlets around the 
area. The charity could use volun-
teers to man the familiar red kettles 
in order to maximize its donations.

By RICK NOLTE 
Staff Writer 

Waycross citizens and businesses will soon begin 
seeing a return on their monthly stormwater utility 
payment as the city starts buying items to use in ad-
dressing its most critical drainage issues. 

The City Commission approved a resolution 
Tuesday, November 1 for the purchase of various 
piping to be used in upcoming projects for stormwa-
ter abatement.  The $62,880 expenditure covered 
more than 1,400 feet of reinforced concrete items in 
three sizes to begin the process of replacing out-
dated, substandard and/or damaged pipe. 

The resolution was one of three the commission-
ers approved during the short session at City Hall. 
Commissioners, all of whom were present along 
with Mayor Michael-Angelo James, also approved 
the second reading of two ordinances and the first of 
another. 

They also renewed four privilege licenses, added 
Veterans Day to the city’s official holiday calendar, 
and recognized Lt. Chase DeLoach of the Waycross 
Police Department as Employee of the Month for 
November. There was an executive session after the 
regular meeting to discuss personnel. 

The contract for the pipe was awarded to Dia-
mond Concrete Products of Rincon, Ga. The firm’s 

(see CITY, Page 4)

Staff Report 
Ware County could see  more than 30 per-

cent of its registered voters cast ballots ahead 
of Tuesday’s General Election. 

Through Wednesday’s close of early voting, 
a total of 5,543 of the county’s 19,213 regis-
trants (28.85 percent) had voted,  the Ware 
County Board of Elections and Registration 
daily vote  reporting form showed.   

If the final two days of the early period for the 
primary in May are an indication, the percent-
age could well exceed 30 percent. On those two 
days in May, 620 people voted in person. All 
total, 2,102 votes were cast in person ahead of 
the primary.  

The 17-day early period for Tuesday’s elec-
tion ended Friday at 5:30 p.m. Voting Tuesday 
begins at 7 a.m. and closes at 7 p.m., but anyone 
in line at that time will be able to cast a ballot.  

The highest day for in-person voting so far 
came Tuesday, October 18 when 472 votes were 
cast, one of four day during the period where 
more than 400 ballots were submitted in per-
son. The first three days of the final week saw 
300, 277 and 280 votes cast in person. 

Through Wednesday, 4,963 votes had been 

(see VOTE, Page 4)

Measure signals 
start of return on 
stormwater fees

Don’t forget to 
change clocks

Daylight Saving Time (DST) 
ends early Sunday morning, 
November 6, so you’ll need to 
set all your clocks back one 
hour before you go to bed 
tonight (Saturday, November 
5). We’ve been on DST since 
Sunday, March 13. We’ll re-
main on Standard Time until 
Sunday, March 12, 2023, when 
the clocks will move forward 
an hour with the return of 
DST. There are bills in both 
houses of Congress to keep 
one time, but haven’t moved 
toward a vote because of inde-
cision on which time to adopt.

Ware County 
early voting 
may top 30% 


