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“TOGETHER”

 

“I want to bridge the gaps within our  

community; young vs old, black,  

Republican vs Democrat. There is a 

spirit of division in our land and I  

recognize it for the enemy that it is. But 

it is not enough to recognize it but to 

fight against it. I want to fight against it 

by providing a listening ear to both 

sides and an attitude of respect so  

everyone will feel they have been heard. 

If elected I will institute quarterly  

meetings so citizens can gather and 

voice their concerns and be heard.”

DDr. Earrl  Maarrtin
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Southern Forest World

Brought to you by: 

TREEmendous TREE Facts

Hospital patients have been shown to 

recover quicker when their room has a 

window view with a tree outside.
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Special to the WJH 
DOUGLAS — Christopher Lane Jones 

was convicted by a jury in Coffee County for 
the murders of Kristian Bell and Steven 
Ward and for subsequently burying their 
bodies in the backyard of a residence. 

The case was prosecuted by Assistant 
District Attorneys Ian Sansot and Jacob 
Kirkland.  Judge J. Kelly Brooks presided 
over the case. 

The evidence at trial showed that in late 
January 2019, the residents of a house in 
Nicholls were moving out after being 
evicted.  Among the residents were Jones 
and the victims.   

While under the influence of copious 
amounts of methamphetamine, Jones be-
came angry with Ward and shot him.  Bell 
came running out of the house where Jones 
shot her six times.  He then placed the bod-
ies underneath the house.   

When two others arrived at the residence 
to assist with moving furniture, Jones con-
fessed to them what he’d done and directed 
them to dig a grave.  After doing so, Jones 
built a firepit over the gravesite.   

One of those who assisted Jones in con-
cealing the deaths had previously been con-
victed after a jury trial in December of 2019. 
The other remains incarcerated in the Cof-
fee County Jail awaiting the resolution of 
his case. 

Afterwards, Jones confided in no less 
than three other individuals about having 
murdered the victims.   

After warrants were secured for Jones’ 
arrest, he was located in California.  While 
in custody there, Jones agreed to speak to 

Coffee County Sheriff’s investigators.   
During a nearly 90-minute interview, 

Jones at no point denied his actions, in-
stead explaining to officers that he was 
“scared” that if he was honest with officers 
he might not see his son again. 

After deliberating for a mere 35 min-
utes, the jury returned unanimous guilty 
verdicts for two counts of malice murder 
and two counts of concealing the death of 
another.   

Brooks sentenced Jones to life without 
the possibility of parole, followed consecu-
tively by life without the possibility of pa-
role, followed by another consecutive 20 
years to serve in prison.   

District Attorney George E. Barnhill 
thanked the excellent work of the Coffee 
County Sheriff’s Office, Levi Harrell, Mar-
cus Dunlap, the GBI, and all other officers 
and witnesses who were instrumental in 
seeking justice for the families of Kristian 
Bell and Steven Ward.

Staff Report 
FOLKSTON — A Florida 

woman who fled from a 
Brantley County deputy 
during a traffic stop at U.S. 
301 and Riverside Road 
was later arrested in Charl-
ton County after a state 
trooper conducted a Pur-
suit Intervention Tech-
inque (PIT) maneuver to 
stop her vehicle. 

Rosalinda Gonzalez, 47, 
of a Lake Hampton Road 
address in Hilliard, 
Florida, was taken into 
custody and transported to 
the Brantley County jail 
where she was booked on 
charges. The charges in-

cluded DUI of .08 or more, 
Failure to Maintain a Lane 
(weaving over roadway), 
Possession of an Open 
Container of Alcohol, Flee-
ing and Attempting to 
Elude Police and reckless 
driving, said Brantley 
County Sheriff Len Davis 
of the 6:35 p.m. incident 
Friday, September 24. 

Responding to a report 
of a car on Riverside Road, 
Deputy Kevin Strickland 
stopped the white Dodge 
car at the intersection with 
Hwy. 301.  

Davis said as the deputy 
went to run a check on 
Gonzalez’s drivers license, 

she sped away heading 
south on the road. 

Strickland continued to 
follow her with his emer-
gency equipment opera-
tional, and was soon 
joined by Georgia State 
Patrol Trooper Jerry Tay-
lor and a Charlton County 
deputy. 

Taylor performed the 
PIT maneuver and got the 
vehicle stopped at the 47-
mile marker in Charlton 
County. 

Davis said Gonzalez re-
fused a blood test and was 
cited for DUI.  

According to Trooper 
Taylor, Gonzalez also will 
have charges on her in 
Charlton County. 

Gonzalez remains in the 
Brantley County jail with 
bond set at $5,442.

Man gets life, no parole for 
double homicide in Coffee

Florida woman arrested after 
car chase through 2 counties  

Church items 
deadline Friday

Deadline for items for 
the Religion Page is 4 p.m. 
on the Friday before publi-
cation on Wednesday.  

Items may be emailed to 
church@wjhnews.com or 
delivered between 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. week-
days to The Journal-Herald 
office at 311 Carswell Av-
enue.   

Announcements appear 
as space allows until out 
they are out of date.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Waycross Jour-
nal-Herald receives reports from local law 
enforcement agencies. We are not at liber-
ty to change any facts in the reports that 
are sent to us. If there is an error in the re-
port, contact the investigating agency: 

 
• Columbus Street arson: A Ware 

County man has been charged with one 
count of first degree arson after Ware 
County Sheriff’s Department responded to 
a call at 6:20 a.m., Tuesday, September 28, 
Captain Neil Skerritt said.  

Upon arrival at the home 
in 800 block of Columbus 
Street, Deputy Jeff Nolan 
saw the mobile home fully 
engulfed in flames, Skerritt 
said. As a result of an inves-
tigation by the Ware 
County Fire Department, 
Det. Clay Carter and the 
State Fire Marshal’s office, 
Ricky Edward Burke, 62, of 
the 900 block of Columbus Street, was 
charged with first degree arson in connec-
tion to the fire, Skerritt said. Burke remains 
in the Ware County Jail after bond was de-
nied. 

 
• Burglary, vehicle entered: A Ware 

County woman has been charged in connec-
tion to a pair of burglaries in September, 
Skerritt said.  

A burglary and entering a vehicle in the 
1700 block of Hampton Street was reported 
Wednesday, September 29. Deputy Dylan 
Howard responded just before 5 p.m., to take 
the report on entry of a Chevrolet Silverado 
pickup truck and the burglary at the home 
that include stolen medication, checks, a jar 
containing coins and various other household 
goods. Howard summoned Det. Carter to the 
scene.  

From review of available video and other 
factors, Nina Rae Benitez, 37, of Waycross, 
was charged with one count of burglary in the 
first degree as as well as one 
count of entering a vehicle. 
From additional informa-
tion, authorities were able to 
develop probable cause to 
charge Benitez with one 
count of burglary in the first 
degree for a theft that oc-
curred between September 
16 and Thursday, September 
30 in the 1800 block of Pine 
Street, Skerritt said. Re-
ported stolen in that incident ws a 55-inch TV. 
In addition to the burglary charge, Benitez also 
was being held for violation of probation, 
Skerritt said. Benitez remains jailed after bond 
was denied.  

 
• Burglary: Ware County Sheriff’s De-

partment personnel are investigating a bur-
glary in the 4300 block of Telmore Dixie 
Union Road that occurred sometime between 
Tuesday, September 15 and Thursday, Sep-
tember 30, said Skerritt. 

Deputy Michael Patterson responded to 
take the report that included an airco brand 
welder and a blue, Rupp mini bike. A door to 
an outside building was found open. Det. Scott 
Manning was assigned to follow up. 

 
• Burglary: Ware County Sheriff’s De-

partment personnel are investigating a bur-
glary in the 3600 block of James Howell Road 
between Sunday, September 26 and Saturday, 
October 2.  

Deputy Brandon Taylor took the report 
that included stolen items including a 60-inch 
Samsung TV, Dewalt tools and household 
goods, Skerritt said. Det. Manning was as-
signed to the case.

Burke

Benitez

Photo by RICK HEAD 
Two cars were damaged and three people complained of  pain, but didn’t re-
quire treatment following a wreck last week at the intersection of Alice Street 
and Carswell Avenue when one of the driver’s ran a stop sign.

Stop sign run leads to collision
Staff Report 

Both drivers involved in a two-vehicle ac-
cident at the intersection of Alice Street and 
Carswell Avenue Monday complained of 
pain after the crash, along with a passenger, 
but no one was taken from the scene to re-
ceive treatment, said Capt. Benji Hersey, 
Waycross Police Patrol Section Com-
mander. 

Mary Holmes, 25, of Waycross, and 
Jacob Johnson, 36, of Waycross, along with 
a passenger in the Johnson vehicle, Windy 

Johnson, 35, of Waycross, all complained of 
pain following the 3:32 p.m. accident, said 
Hersey. 

Holmes was cited for a stop sign viola-
tion, said Hersey. 

Holmes, driving a 2015 Honda Accord, 
was northbound on Alice Street, and disre-
garded the stop sign, driving into the path 
of the Johnson vehicle, a 2015 Ford Edge, 
Hersey said. 

Officer Andy Bryan investigated the ac-
cident.

Crime Watch

Deadline for Neighborhood News is noon 
on the Monday before publication.  

Email items to society@wjhnews.com, 
church@wjhnews.com or drop them off be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays at 
The Journal-Herald office at 311 Carswsell 
Avenue.  

Neighborhood News items appear in the 
newspaper  as space allows until they are 
out of date. 

Neighborhood News 
Deadline

Special to the WJH 
CSX has scheduled sev-

eral railroad closings for re-
placement of ties in the 
crossings located in Ware 
County. 

These crossings include: 
• private road in the Jor-

dan Drive area, October 25; 
• Blalock Avenue on Oc-

tober 26; 
• Atwater and Ternest 

roads, October 27; 
• two private roads in the 

area both on October 28; 
• Jordan Drive on Octo-

ber 29.  
“We want everyone to be 

cautious when driving near 
these areas,” said Ware 
County Manager Scott 
Moye. “Use alternates 
routes if possible and please 
follow all the traffic regula-
tions in those areas.”

CSX schedules  
work on Ware  
rail crossings


