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Friendship as
steadfast love

A member of our church sent me a copy of her personal
tribute to a circle of nine friends who, for years, were in-
tentional about keeping alive their friendship and deepen-
ing it through every hurdle, hurt, and joy this life brought
their way. Reading it filled my heart with
memories of my own lifelong friends
who, if I needed them, would not think
twice about catching a flight out to be
by my side. And they all know I would
do the exact same thing for them, not out
of obligation, but out of the deep love
we share and the many storms we have
weathered together. This goes far beyond
what can be expressed on a $4.95 Hall-
mark card. It is maybe best captured in
the Hebrew word, hessed, translated into
English as “steadfast love,” which is the
primary word used for how the writers of
the Hebrew scriptures understood God’s
attentive presence. Hessed is the “I’'m-
there-for-you-no-matter-what” friendship that makes us
strong, compassionate, and generous in ways that reach
far beyond the confines of our inner circles.

If you are fortunate to have a close friend who has been
steadfastly by your side empowering you to be a better
man or woman than you ever thought possible, then write
a note of thanks that they will read over and over again

letting them know how you feel for their presence in your
life.

With her permission, I include the following tribute from
a woman who nurtures this life of steadfast love in hopes
that it will remind each of us how lifegiving is the endur-
ing love of a friend.

Nine hearts, one spirit
A story of friendship and giving

In a quiet corner of Minnesota, where
the seasons roll in with grace and the trees
whisper stories of time, nine Christian
women gather in celebration — not just of
birthdays, but of life, love, and purpose.

They call themselves “The Birthday
Circle,” though their bond stretches far
beyond cake and candles. Each month,
they come together to honor one of their
own. There’s laughter, prayer, shared
memories, and the kind of warmth that
only years of friendship can kindle. But
there’s something more — something
quietly powerful.

Instead of gifts, each woman contributes
$10. The birthday honoree doesn’t pocket
the sum; she chooses a charity close to her heart. Some-
times it’s a local food shelf, sometimes a children’s minis-
try, sometimes a global mission. Each donation becomes a
ripple of kindness, extending their circle far beyond their
living rooms and coffee shops.

It’s not about the amount. It’s about intention. It’s about
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saying, “Your life matters, and so does your love for oth-
ers.”

Over the years, their giving has touched dozens of caus-
es. But perhaps the greatest gift is the one they give each
other: a sacred space to be seen, celebrated, and supported.
In a world that often rushes past quiet acts of kindness,
these nine women have chosen to slow down, lift each oth-
er up, and let their friendship be a vessel for grace.

They are mothers, grandmothers, sisters in faith. They’ve
weathered loss, rejoiced in new beginnings, and prayed
each other through the valleys. And through it all, their
birthdays have become more than milestones — they’ve
become moments of mission.

Their gatherings are simple — coffee brewed strong,
hugs held long, and prayers spoken with sincerity. But
within that simplicity lies something sacred. Each wom-
an brings her own story: of faith tested and renewed, of
families grown and scattered, of quiet triumphs and tender
losses. And in this circle, every story is honored.

They don’t just celebrate birthdays. They celebrate resil-
ience. They celebrate the kind of love that shows up year
after year, through every season of life. And with each do-
nation made in honor of a friend’s special day, they send a
message to the world: Generosity is a form of worship, and
friendship is a ministry.

The charities they support may never know the full story
behind the gift. But somewhere, a child is fed, a shelter is
strengthened, a mission is funded — and it all began with
nine women choosing to live out their faith in the most
personal way.

As the years pass, the circle remains unbroken. New
wrinkles form, new joys arise, and the giving continues.
Because for these nine hearts, friendship isn’t just a bless-
ing — it’s a calling.
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245D Licensed Group Home

Designated Coordinator for

Hope Inc.

Two Positions Open:
Group Home Nurse &
Designated Coordinator

Flexible Hours
(20-35 Hours Weekly)

Competitive Wages

(based on

Experience)

Contact Elizabeth Motz
Motz44T1@charter.net
507-458-8751

BUYING COMPLETE
ESTATES
antiques/vintage,
collectibles,silver, gold,
coins, jewelry, pocket/wrist
watches, toys, military,
signs, stereo gear/records,
furniture, cast iron, fishing/
hunting, railroad, holiday
decor, art/sculptures and
more. CASH PAID and we
come to you. 25 years’
experience getting our
customers the very best
deal possible! Property
clean-out and online
auction estate liquidation
services available.
CALLTODAY
570-309-7474 Rising
Phoenix Antiques

Will buy cars,
pickups, and large
trucks.
Borkowski Towing

& Salvage Ine.

507-452-9073

—— Help Wanted! ——
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If you take pride in your work and aren't afraid
to roll up your sleeves, we want to meet you.
The Southeastern MN Multi-County Housing
& Redevelopment Authority

(SEMMCHRA) has openings in Maintenance,
Property Management and Family Self Sufficiency.

Apply Online at www.semmchra.org
or call 651-565-2638, ext. 201 with questions.
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SEMMCHRA

Are you a compassionate leader with a
passion for supporting individuals with
disabilities? Our 245D licensed group home is
seeking a dedicated Designated Coordinator
to join our team. In this vital role, you will
oversee daily operations, ensure regulatory
compliance, and provide guidance to staff
in delivering person-centered care. Full-time
position with competitive salary & benefits.
Opportunity to make a meaningful impact in
the lives of residents.

Requirements: Experience in
services, strong organizational
knowledge of 245D regulations.

disability
skills, and

If you are committed to excellence and eager to
grow your career in a supportive environment, we
want to hear from you! Apply today to become a
part of our caring community.

Contact Elizabeth Motz
Motz44l1@charter.net

Hope Inc. 507-458-8751

DELIVER THE
WINONA POST!

Walking Routes
Available to Deliver in
Winona & Goodview!

Carriers also needed

Acuity Brands Lighting Inc. —

Master Planning

Scheduling Leads
(Winona, MN)

Create Supply Plan from DRP
and Actual Orders. Serves as
a strategic liaison with sales,
PVS, manufacturing and CX
departments. Telecommuting
work permitted; Position may
work in various unanticipated

in Lewiston!

location throughout the U.S.

Southeastermn Minneseta Multi-Courtty Housing & Redevelopment Authority

Looking for a job
shouldn’t be a job!

search the

Winona Post
Classifieds!
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fee KEY BROADWAY
wKkM PropERTIES| | APARTMENTS
OFFICE ano WAREHOUSE | | Nice 1 bedrooms starting
SPACE AVAILABLE! at 625 plus electric.
1005q. Ft.- 1000056 Ft. | |Call 454-4909
Large( units can
902 Ebe i)l;llt . (SiuSItt t Key Randall
ast Second Street, artments
Winona, MN Nige efficiencies.
(all Nathan Woodw_orth at All utilities paid
WKM Properties: Starting at $525
[ 507-254-4947 452-7760

For route locations call or email:

507-452-1262

circulation@winonapost.com

winonapost

This is an independent contractor position. All qualified
peaple are encouraged to apply regardless of race,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin,
disability, age, or veteran status.

EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY | IRPCL1 R TN
AND SECTION

drsvywagl] No paywall. ¢

Offering at least
$92,600.56 to $138,900.

Acuity Brands Lighting, Inc.
Attn: Vernesia Johnson,
One Lithonia Way, Conyers,
GA 30012 or via email
at Vernesia.Johnson@
AcuityBrands.com.

Reference job #CS101433.
W[nona post.com
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Hart Township Candidate Filing Notice
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING & ROCK BIDS

Affidavits of candidacy for 1 Township Supervisor (3-year term)
and Clerk (2-year term) may be filed with the clerk beginning
on December 30, 2025 through January 13, 2026. All filings must
be at the Hart Town Hall by 5 pm January 13, 2026 with hours
open for filing from 1-5 pm on January 13, 2026. Filing fee is $2.00.

Hart Township will be taking sealed bids for rock spread on

township roads. Majority of material to be spread before
July 31,2026. The sealed bids must in the hands of the Clerk

by March 10, 2026 by 3:30 p.m. Certificate of liability must

be provided from accepted bid. Annual Meeting,
March 10,2026 at 4 pm at the Hart Town Hall.
Township election will be held after Annual Meeting from
5 pm to 8 pm. The bad weather alternative date for the election
and annual meeting will be held on March 17, 2026.
Hart Township

Gail Schwanbeck, Clerk

*IMPORTANT PROPERTY TAX HOMESTEAD NOTICE*

This will affect your 2026 property taxes and eligibility for Property Tax Refund.

Have you purchased or moved into a property in the past year?

Contact your county assessor to file a homestead application if you or
a qualifying relative occupy the property as a homestead on or before
December 31, 2025.

Is a qualifying relative living in the property?

For a residential property, a qualifying relative includes the uncle, aunt,
nephew, niece, child, grandchild, sibling, or parent of the owner or
owner’s spouse. For agricultural property, a qualifying relative can be a
child, grandchild, sibling or parent of the owner or spouse of the owner.

When do | apply?
You must apply on or before December 31, 2025.

Contact the assessor by December 31, 2025, if the use of the property you
own or occupy as a qualifying relative has changed during the past year.

If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead
classification, you are required to notify the county assessor within 30
days of the change in homestead status.

Winona County Assessor’s Office (507) 457-6300

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer-
up to 50% off installation +
Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Met-
al Roofs: 1-844-907-2386.
(mcen)

get paid. Call today for your
fair cash offer: 1-888-715-
0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 1-833-
641-6646. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and

WE BUY VINTAGE GUI-
TARS! Looking for 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-

rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-7028.

condition. Easy 3-step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer, get
paid. Get your fair cash offer

Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one easy,

1-833-610-1936 to schedule
FREE inspection/estimate.
Get 15% off your entire order.

fees, free activation. All plans
unlimited talk & text starting
at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

McKesson Wheel Chair from
Winona Medical Center -
$200

(mcn)

Autos/Misc

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans. Fast
- FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 800-245-0398

Miscellaneous
TOP DOLLAR PAID for old

vintage guitars! Gibson,
Fender, Martin, Grecsch,
Rickenbacker, Epiphone,

Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call
866-433-8277

affordable buy in the ADS
Network! For more informa-
tion www.communitypublish-
ers.com/category/all-prod-
ucts

Peace of mind & early de-
tection - Now more than
ever, it's important to get
screened for Stroke & Car-
diovascular Disease risk. Life
Line Screening is simple &
painless. 833-970-4172

We buy houses for cash as
is! No repairs or fuss. Any

Local news. No paywall.

today. Liz Buys Houses: 844-
877-5833

Do Not Run In AL

Portable oxygen concen-
trator may be covered by
Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence & mobility w/the com-
pact design & long-lasting
battery. Inogen One free info
kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. No
long-term contract or hidden
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Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing
trusted since 1920. Consul-
tation, production, promotion
& distribution. Free author's
guide 877-729-4998 or dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Do Not Run In AK, AZ, ID,
MT, ND, NM, NV, SD

No more cleaning gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guaran-
tee & lifetime warranty. Call
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Military & Seniors get addi-
tional 10% off. Limited time.
Restrictions apply, see rep
for details.

Replace your roof w/the
best looking & longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/
multiple  colors  available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited time offer up to 50%
off install + additional 10% off
install military, health & 1st
responders. 833-370-1234
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Raised Toilet Seat - $25

Blue Walker with Wheels and
Compartment - $50

Call 507-961-8686 for ques-
tions or pictures.

Knowledge Gives You
The Power To Advance.
Pick Un ANewspaper

winonapost




