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From horse show to un-
planned cattle drive to na-
tionally recognized rodeo, 
the Franklin Rodeo has 
packed a lot into its 75-year 
history.

Begun in 1950 as a proj-
ect for the newly formed 
group, the Franklin Noon 
Rotary Club, there were 
few cowboys in Franklin 
and Williamson County. 
Franklin was a typical 
Southern town, with its 
commerce based on agri-
culture; the town’s popula-
tion was 4,500.

The Rotary Club was 
looking for a fundraiser, 
and John Fowlkes, who 
had just moved to town 
from Texas, had an idea: 
put on a rodeo. He enlisted 
his brother, Preston Fowl-
kes, known as a “top rodeo 
hand,” to help.

So the Rotarians decided 
to go with it.

They organized and 
worked, donating their 
time and talent, to make 
the fi rst rodeo happen.

On May 6, 1950, the 
Franklin Rodeo became a 
reality, and since then, it’s 
never looked back.

Some of  the early orga-
nizers were civic leaders 
in the community: Dr. Har-
ry Guff ee, Bob Corley, and 
Ed Moody. Their infl uence 
with the Rotary Club and 
the rodeo helped get the 
event off  the ground and 
keep it going.

The weather was always 
a factor to contend with 
when the rodeo was held 
outdoors, and it seemed to 
always rain on rodeo week-
end.

Bill Fitzgerald, a former 
rodeo chairman, remem-
bers hearing the story of  
the rodeo’s fi rst year, in 
1950. Saturday was a del-
uge; there was no way the 
rodeo could happen. So it 
was moved to Sunday after-
noon.

“Seventy-fi ve years ago, 
in the South, you didn’t 
do anything on a Sunday 
but go to church,” he said. 
But when Sunday rolled 
around, the stands were 
packed, and the Rotarians 
realized they might have 
a winning event on their 
hands.

For its fi rst twenty years, 
the rodeo was held at the 
County Center, which was 
the community’s Football 
fi eld and now houses the 

Community Center near 
Fowlkes Street. It moved 
to Jim Warren Park in 1970 
and was there for thirty 

years.
In 2001, it moved into 

the newly constructed Wil-
liamson Co. Ago Expo Park. 

With climate control and 
the threat of  rain removed, 
it eliminated the need to 
deal with muddy arena 
conditions. But, ironical-
ly, in the fi rst year, an ag 
expo employee turned on 
the arena’s water system, 
overwatering it. The arena 
was soaked! It drained and 
dried out enough for the ro-
deo to go on.

So many memories were 
made at rodeo time.

Charlie Fox, a banker 
and a Williamson Coun-
ty native, remembers one 
year when, after the pa-
rade ended, Dr. Guff ee 
asked six or seven boys to 
ride to a nursing home on 
Carter’s Creek Pike. Res-
idents were on the porch, 
while the horseback riders 
made three laps around the 
building, “with the people 
waving and cheering as we 
went,” Fox said. “Dr. Guf-
fee remembered what was 
really important, like us 
bringing the parade down 
to the folks who couldn’t 
come to see it for them-
selves.”

The late Boyce Mag-
li made another lifelong 
memory at the rodeo. An 
expert realtor and accom-
plished equestrian, as a 

young man, Boyce rode a 
bull at the rodeo. He got 
bucked off  and landed hard 
on his shoulder, popping 
his arm out of  the sock-
et. As he leaned against 
the arena fence, hurting, 
Dr. Guff ee was standing 
there. He reached through 
the fence, put his hand on 
Boyce’s shoulder, and jerk-
ed downwards. “It popped 
back into place, and it was 
good as new,” Boyce re-
membered.

Leadership for the ro-
deo has been consistent 
through the years.

For the fi rst sixteen years 
of  the rodeo, it was led by 
Ed Moody. Mr. Moody had 
a servant’s heart and never 
a discouraging word. His 
impact is so great that the 
committee still asks itself, 
“What would Mr. Moody 
think?” to stay grounded 
and mindful of  keeping the 
good of  the club fi rst and 
foremost.

After Mr. Moody, Jim 
Short served as chairman 
for a couple of  years before 
four men stepped into lead-
ership roles: Ralph McGee, 
Charlie Fox, Eddy Wood-
ard, and Stewart “Brother” 

Built on Tradition
Franklin Rodeo celebrates 75 years
of rodeo, family, and fundraising

>>>TRADITION,
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2014 Franklin Rodeo Parade

Jim Warren Park - 1980’s
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BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

As a young boy, Gavin Moon 
watched the Franklin Rotary Ro-
deo Parade pass by while stand-
ing by his lemonade stand. He lat-
er found himself  in the arena at 
Jim Warren Park, captivated by 
the rodeo. He never imagined he 
would one day be part of  it.

“The rodeo has been the fabric 
of  my whole life,” Moon said.

Growing up on Old Hillsboro 
Road and at the family farm in 
Thompson’s Station, horses, cat-
tle, and farming were always sig-
nifi cant parts of  Moon’s life. In 
2002, the late Ed Moody, one of  the 
founders of  the Franklin Noon 
Rotary and a beloved community 
fi gure, invited Moon to join the 
Rotary.

“It fi lls the philanthropic part 
of  my soul,” Moon expressed. 
“Everything we do is on a volun-
tary basis.”

His passion for giving back and 
his love for the rodeo made him a 
perfect fi t for the organization. He 
quickly became part of  the many 
Rotarian volunteers dedicated 
to bringing rodeo fun and excite-
ment to the community for com-
petitors and spectators alike.

“Once Bill Fitzgerald retired, 
we created the Four Horsemen of  
the Rodeo,” he said. Moon joined 
Devin Gilliam, John Abbott, and 
Mark Tumblin in planning and 

organizing the event. They later 
added Armando Estrada, making 
them the Five Horsemen.

What is the appeal of  rodeo?
Putting on a pair of  jeans, 

boots, and a cowboy hat evokes 
nostalgia for childhood. It off ers 
a glimpse into the past and the 
Western lifestyle—it’s reminis-
cent of  John Wayne and *True 
Grit*, Moon explained.

“Rodeo is a very unique sport,” 
he added. “It’s down to earth and 
farm-driven.”

The rodeo reminds people of  
the “old ways of  life” and empha-
sizes the value of  community. It 
embodies the principles of  God, 
Family, and Country.

“It’s the core of  what it stands 
for,” Moon said. “The animals, 
cowboys, and cowgirls provide 
wholesome fun for everyone, re-
gardless of  age.”

For several years, Moon felt 
that the signifi cance of  rodeo 
was fading. However, Taylor 
Sheridan’s *Yellowstone* reintro-
duced the country to the Western 
lifestyle, honoring the ideals of  
integrity, respect for others, per-
sonal responsibility, and hard 
work.

“It’s real—no fl uff ,” he said. 
“Everybody has a little cowboy in 
them.”

The rodeo attracts people from 
all over the United States and 
11 other countries. For the past 
three or four years, a woman 

from England has fl own in just to 
volunteer at the Franklin Rodeo.

According to Moon, the rodeo 
“scratches an itch.” It represents 
a part of  American life based on 
country values—it’s intertwined 
with the essence of  Franklin. 
People want to be part of  that, 
starting with the parade. And 
who doesn’t love a parade?

This year, the Oscar Mayer 
Wienermobile and its “hotdog-
gers” will join the parade.

“They participate in only 6 to 
12 parades around the country,” 
Moon noted. “We can’t wait.”

For Moon, being part of  a vol-
unteer organization that raises 
money for charities throughout 
the county is a source of  pride, 
and the rodeo serves as the Rota-
ry’s primary fundraiser.

“We partner with Williamson 
Health for our ‘Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink’ night to support 
breast health,” he said. “Last 
year, we assisted 60 to 70 diff erent 
charities.” Throughout the year, 
they work with One Gen Away to 
provide healthy food to those fac-
ing food insecurity.

“A lot of  people don’t get 
enough nutritious food,” he add-
ed.

The committee has also in-
creased the prize purse for win-
ners.

“We believe in investing in the 
cowboys and cowgirls coming 
here,” he explained. “Many trav-

el a long way and incur many 
expenses. You can’t have a rodeo 
without the cowboys and cow-
girls.”

Over the years, additional activ-
ities have been added to enhance 
the event’s fun. Those who attend 
the free “Down in the Dirt” event 
on Wednesday will fi nd more ac-
tivities and opportunities to see 
bulls and horses, visit the petting 
zoo animals, ride ponies, try the 
mechanical bull, and explore food 
trucks. There will also be real 
cowboys and cowgirls available 
to help future buckaroos practice 
their lasso skills.

“This isn’t structured,” Moon 
said. “It’s just a way to say thank 
you.”

On rodeo nights, fans will no-
tice an expanded Fan Zone out-
side the arena, open from 5 to 7 
p.m., featuring new games added 
for early arrivals. Additionally, 
mutton busting preliminaries 

for kids weighing 50 pounds and 
under will occur outside in the 
sheep pen. There is a $10 registra-
tion fee, and the top eight mutton 
busters will compete in another 
ride during the rodeo intermis-
sion.

After 20 years of  trying, last 
year was the fi rst year beer was 
sold in the arena.

“There are 730 rodeos in the 
country,” Moon noted. “Only 
three or four don’t sell beer. We 
used to be one of  them—until 
now.”

For collectors, a ninth barrel 
of  Jack Daniel’s straight from the 
barrel at 120 proof, known as Ro-
deo Whiskey, will once again be 
available for sale in a laser-etched 
bottle.

“It’s Lightning in a Bottle,” 
Moon said. “It’s been a hot item. 
It’s not sold in stores, and this 
year we have two barrels.”

The Franklin Noon Rotary getting ready for the Rodeo: Patty Bearden, 
Gavin Moon, Levei Dominquez and John Abbott.

BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Franklin Rodeo was 
established 75 years ago 
when members of  the new-
ly formed Franklin Rotary 
Club sought a fundraising 
project. Since then, it has 
transformed from an ama-
teur event into the largest 
professional rodeo east of  
the Mississippi River. Every 
May, competitors and fans 
from across the nation and 
11 diff erent countries gather 
for a genuine American ex-
perience.

Like many towns across 
the country in 1948, Frank-
lin was still recovering from 
the eff ects of  World War II. 
Lives and businesses were 
working hard to rebuild and 
move forward. That year, 19 
civic-minded businessmen 
in Franklin aimed to pro-
mote service in business and 
community by establishing 
a Rotary Club in Williamson 
County.

In 1949, the newly orga-
nized club sought a fundrais-
ing project that would unite 
the community and provide 
funds for local service ini-
tiatives. At that time, John 
Fowlkes, a recent arrival 
from Texas, connected with 
fellow Rotarians Bob Corley 
and Dr. Harry Guff ee, with 
whom he had attended Van-
derbilt University. Fowlkes 
suggested a rodeo as a po-
tential fundraiser, drawing 
on his and Corley's ample ro-
deo experience and contacts 
in Texas.

The idea was a long shot; 
other than Fowlkes and Cor-
ley, Dr. Harry Guff ee was 
the only club member famil-
iar with rodeos, and he had 
only attended one. During 
a planning meeting held at 
Rev. Henry Moberly's dining 
room table in early 1949, Dr. 
Guff ee, Rev. Moberly, Jim 
Warren, and Howard John-
son listened to Fowlkes' pro-
posal and agreed to pursue 
it, setting the date for the 
fi rst rodeo on Saturday, May 
6, 1950—the fi rst weekend in 
May.

Fowlkes enlisted his 
brother Preston, a well-
known Texas rodeo cowboy 
and stock contractor, as well 
as local cowboys Ralph and 
Riley Miller, to help. The 
new County Center football 
fi eld, now the Community 
Services Facility on Fowlkes 
Street, was selected as the 
location for the fi rst rodeo. 
The Rotarians came togeth-
er to use donated materials 
to construct the fences and 
bleachers.

Despite having little un-
derstanding of  how to host 
a rodeo, the Rotarians pre-
pared the arena, managed 
advertising, printed tickets, 
and organized concessions 
and a parade, quickly learn-
ing the ropes of  rodeo pro-
duction. Their biggest chal-
lenge was fi nding livestock 
and cowboys, both essential 
components of  the event. 
Local farmers provided the 
horses, mules, cows, and 
calves needed for the rid-
ing events. In the end, only 
a handful of  experienced 
cowboys in Franklin—Cor-
ley, Ray "Kid" Marley, and 
the Fowlkes brothers—were 
available. However, since the 
rodeo was a new and unique 
event for Franklin, the lack 
of  experience didn't dampen 
enthusiasm.

On the day of  the rodeo, 
the weather started beauti-
fully, but it quickly turned. 
Governor Gordon Browning 
led a parade that included 
the Franklin High School 
and Columbia Military 

Academy bands, Rotarians, 
cowboys, 4-H youth, and res-
idents on horseback. They 
marched through Franklin 
to the rodeo grounds, but 
were met with a torrential 
downpour that fl ooded the 
arena.

Most assumed the rodeo 
was over before it even be-
gan, but the board of  direc-
tors convened and decided 
to hold the event the next 
day, Sunday. Although Ten-
nessee Blue Laws prohibited 
certain activities on Sun-
days, rodeos were not specif-
ically mentioned, allowing 
the board to proceed with 
their plans for May 7. More 
than 4,000 people attend-
ed, enabling the Rotarians 
to fulfi ll their goal of  pur-
chasing new uniforms for 
the Franklin High School 
Marching Band.

Rain proved to be an ongo-
ing challenge for the rodeo 
over the years. The mud was 
often so deep that during 
the calf  scramble, children 
would lose their shoes and 
boots, requiring assistance 
to exit the arena. In sub-
sequent years, the arena 
preparation would uncover 
lost footwear.

For the next rodeo, John 
Fowlkes arranged for a herd 
of  Texas cattle to be sent to 
Franklin. In the fall, about 
500 head of  cattle arrived 
at the train station located 
near the bend in the Har-
peth River, where First Ave-
nue meets North Margin. He 
enlisted several young men 

to help move half  the herd to 
Carnton, where the Fowlkes 
brothers and their families 
lived, while the other half  

was directed to "Meeting of  
the Waters" on Del Rio Pike. 
At that time, the now-beauti-
ful house was nothing more 

than a structure fi lled with 
hay.

The cattle headed for Car-

Rodeo unites the community

Franklin Rodeo celebrates 

75 Years 
of history and changing lives

Dr. Harry Guff ee — one of the founding members of the Franklin Noon Rotary and the Frank-
lin Rodeo

Ed Moody at City Fairgrounds

SUBMITTED
A Collage of photos of the Shoot-out at the OK Corral, on Franklin's Public Square during 
Franklin Rodeo weekend.

>>>HISTORY, Continued on Page C6

Gavin Moon has a passion for giving back
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Proud to be delivering 
cowboys and cowgirls for 
future generations of the 
Franklin Rodeo.

BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

Pat Dunn grew up with 
horses. Her father raised, 
trained, and rode Ten-
nessee Walking Horses 
on their farm in Dick-
son County, while her 
best friend owned Quar-
ter Horses just down the 
road. “I fell in love with 
them,” she said. “They 
were more fun.”

When Dunn was six 
years old, her parents 
took her and her sister 
to the Franklin Rodeo, 
which began an annual 
family tradition. Young 
Pat discovered her pas-
sion for rodeo through 
her friend’s father, who 
took her to various local 
rodeos.

From 1950 to 1969, the 
Franklin Rotary rodeo 
was held on Friday eve-
nings and Saturday at 
noon and 7:00 p.m. on the 
first weekend in May at 
the County Center. The 
weather during this time 
could be extremely hot, 
very cold, or quite wet. 
After years of  battling 
the elements, the date was 
moved to the third week-
end in May, where it has 
remained ever since.

Every year, Franklin’s 
population swelled to 
10,000 during the rodeo. 
Rain or shine, a tradi-
tional parade kicked off  
on Saturday before the 
noon show, led by John 
and Preston Fowlkes Sr., 
followed by the Franklin 
High School Marching 
Band and a variety of  
floats. “When I was little, 
[the parade] had more 
pageantry, more color, ex-
citement, and music; lots 
of  horses and the stock 
contractor,” Dunn re-
counted.

The parade began at 
the corner of  Highway 96 
and Hillsboro Road (Fifth 
Avenue), traveled to Main 
Street, circled Public 
Square, returned to 11th 
and Boyd Mill Avenue, 
then proceeded out to Jim 
Warren Park and into the 
rodeo arena. A collective 
group of  young Black mu-
sicians, known as the Wa-
termelon Man Jazz Band, 
joined the parade all the 
way to the arena.

“It was a long day for 
Rotarians,” Dunn said. 
“There was a lot of  fun in 
the old days at the County 
arena. It was a pretty Wild 
West deal.” She recalled 
an incident when a bull 
named Blue jumped into 
the grandstands at the 
County Center. “Blue was 
notoriously dangerous,” 
Dunn said. “He could have 
hurt people.” Fortunately, 
he didn’t injure anyone 
and was eventually roped 
and returned to the cor-
ral.

For many years, Tex 
Townsend from Nash-
ville served as the ro-
deo announcer. “He was 
quick-witted and could 
ad-lib with the clowns,” 
Dunn said. Lecile Harris 
from Memphis was one of  
the first rodeo clowns. He 
later moved on to perform 
at the National Finals and 
appeared in several films: 
*Walking Tall, The Final 
Chapter, The Last Days of  
Frank and Jesse James,* 
and on the television 
show *Hee Haw*. He con-
tinued clowning until he 
was 80 and passed away at 
a rodeo in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, between perfor-
mances.

In 1981, Pat met Wayne 
over a horse, and they 
married in 1982. She 
learned team roping and 

competed with Wayne at 
rodeos. “We entered rode-
os together,” she shared. 
“There weren’t too many 
women competing. I roped 
against men when I rode 
with Wayne.”

Pat and Wayne were op-
erating the Cowboy Store 
in 1999 when Ed Moody 
invited Pat to join the Ro-
tary. His initial invitation 
was intended for Wayne. 
“[Wayne] told Ed, ‘You 
don’t want me. You want 
Pat. She’ll be a much bet-
ter choice than me,” she 
recalled.

In 2004, just five years 
after becoming a Rotari-
an, Pat Dunn was appoint-
ed the first female Rodeo 
Chairman. She served in 
that role until 2010, when 
the Rotary transitioned 
from a chairman model 
to an executive director 
model, placing Bill Fitz-
gerald in that position, 
much to Pat’s relief. He 
held the role for ten years.

In 2020, the rodeo 
planned its inaugural 
indoor event at the new 
Williamson County Agri-
cultural Center, but the 
coronavirus pandemic 
changed those plans. “We 
had to keep our focus on 
the mission—supporting 
charities,” Dunn stated. 
“We are dedicated to ro-
deo charities.”

For Dunn, the rodeo 
feels like a family re-
union. “We get to recon-
nect with people we don’t 
see often or haven’t seen 
in a while,” she said. “And 
so many new people are 
coming. Sometimes I long 
for the nostalgia of  the 
past. I enjoy the excite-
ment of  seeing the are-
na fill up. I even like the 
work and the long hours.”

Pat Dunn: The heart of the Franklin Rodeo

FILE
Pat Dunn of the Franklin Noon Rotary Club rides in the Franklin Rodeo Parade. 

FILE
New home for the Rodeo - David Haas, Pat Dunn, Zane Martin

FILE
Debbie Gaidos and Pat Dunn
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Congratulations  to the Franklin Rodeo
on 75 years of excellence!

BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

Most people see cowboys 
as the stars of  a rodeo; they 
don’t shine unless the stock 
shines. In 1992, then J Bar 
J Ranch owners Jim and 
Margaret Zinser began 
providing the Franklin Ro-
deo with high-quality stock 
that challenged the cow-
boys and thrilled the audi-
ence.

In 2008, the Zinsers sold 
the J BAR J to Marlene and 
Mark “Sparky” Dreesen, 
who were located near Cir-
cle, Montana, and ran an 
already top-quality rodeo 
company. The Dreesens 
merged their top-perform-
ing stock with the Zinser 
high-quality herd, develop-
ing a rodeo string with even 

more heart and power. The 
new generations of  “born 
to buck” horses and bulls 
are known to provide a ride 
their riders don’t forget.

“We’re always trying to 
improve our stock,” Sparky 
said.

As rowdy as they are in 
the arena, J Bar J horses 
“are like a football play-
er; a pretty nice guy on 
the street, but on the fi eld 
- not much fun,” Sparky 
said. “A lot of  the buck-
ing horses - you can pet 
them. Bucking is their job; 
they’re bred for bucking. 
They’re really no diff erent 
than people athletes.”

Rodeo was a childhood 
dream for Dreesen. The 
dream was born when Dre-
esen watched the movie 
The Great American Cow-

boy. He was in sixth grade, 
but he knew in his heart 
he would have something 
to do with the rodeo. The 
dream began to come true 
when he was 10, entering 
his fi rst rodeo as a bare-
back rider.

“I was a daredevil by 
heart,” he said.

By the 1980s, he was a 
professional bareback rid-
er and an established buck-
ing horse breeder. In 1992, 
he was the SDRA (South 
Dakota Rodeo Association) 
Champion Bareback Rider.

According to Sparky, 
he and Marlene are look-
ing forward to arriving in 
Franklin.

“We thoroughly enjoy 
coming to Franklin,” he 
said. “We get some won-
derful Southern hospitali-

ty.”
They look forward to the 

hospitality and kindnesses 
they receive from the Ro-
deo Committee, and even 
from the cowboys.

“This time we want to do 
some sightseeing,” he add-
ed. “Before we just came to 
work, but this trip we want 
to take in a lot of  the Civil 
War stuff .”

The Dreesens also look 
forward to warmer tem-
peratures. On the day of  
this interview, it was 25 
degrees at their ranch 
in Northeast Montana. 
There’s still snow on the 
ground, the horses haven’t 
begun to shed their heavy 
winter coat, and things 
are getting busy with foals 
dropping. It’s a perfect 
time for a rodeo.

Can’t have a great rodeo without great stock

BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

Larry Dale joined the 
Franklin Noon Rotary Club 
in 1980, mainly for its char-
itable eff orts supporting 
various organizations in the 
community. However, since 
he was a young boy, he has 
always reserved the third 
weekend in May for the local 
rodeo.

Dale’s fi rst chance to ride 
his horse in the parade came 
during high school. Unfor-
tunately, he did not have a 
pair of cowboy boots, and 
no amount of begging could 
convince his family to buy 
him a pair due to fi nancial 
constraints. Devastated at 
the thought of wearing his 
“school slippers,” he was 
relieved when his under-
standing mother suggested 

he wear his Sunday shoes in-
stead. While they could pass 
for boots, there was one con-
dition: he had to polish them 
after the parade.

With a growing interest in 
rodeo, it was no surprise that 
after meeting a few cowboys 
while attending the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Martin, 
he decided to participate in 
several rodeos. His event 
was bareback riding, and he 
earned the nickname “The 
Seven-Second Man” because 
he consistently struggled to 
hold on for the full eight sec-
onds.

After graduation, Dale re-
turned home and became a 
member of the Williamson 
County Jaycees. A few years 
later, in 1980, he joined the 
Rotary Club and became a 
member of the rodeo com-
mittee, where he provided 

input and assistance with 
rodeo planning for many 
years. Additionally, Dale 
served as the club’s treasur-
er for about ten years.

“That kept me really in-
volved for thirteen months 
of the year,” he said with a 
smile.

For about a decade, Dale 
had the honor of carrying 
the American fl ag to lead 
the Franklin Rodeo Parade. 
“The club asked me to car-
ry the American fl ag at the 
front of the parade, and for 
me, that’s an honor,” he re-
marked. “That humbles me.”

During the rodeo, Dale, 
his late wife, Patti, and their 
daughter, Christi, managed 
the Mutton Bustin and Calf  
Scramble events for many 
years. Patti’s experience as a 
kindergarten teacher made 
her the ideal person to han-

dle excited children before 
they entered the arena. Ac-
cording to Dale, she was also 
“the brains behind the Mut-
ton Bustin,” organizing the 
event.

“When we moved to the 
Ag Center, we were relieved 

to be out of the rain,” he re-
called. Or so they thought. 
The workers had turned on 
the water hoses to dampen 
the arena dirt but forgot to 
turn them off , leading to yet 

another muddy situation the 
following morning.

“We were back to mud,” 
he said. “The thing about 
working the rodeo is that 
you don’t get to enjoy it.”

Franklin Rodeo inspired Larry Dale to pursue rodeo activities

FILE
Larry Dale at the Boots and 
Buckles event. FILE

Larry Dale on Firecracker, carries the American fl ag leading 
the Rodeo Parade.

FILE
Mark “Sparky” Dreesen of J Bar J Ranch is interviewed by 
Tom Lawrence of WAKM.
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Congratulations Franklin Rodeo on 75 years!

from your 
Williamson 
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Offi  cials

BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The fi elds, barns, fresh 
hay, and the sound of  cows 
chewing their cud while his 
grandfather milked them 
inspired a deep love for an-
imals in Bill Fitzgerald and 
set the course for his life. 
When he was about six or 
seven years old, Fitzgerald 
attended his fi rst rodeo.

As a student at Frank-
lin Junior High and later 
at Franklin High School, 
he often accompanied his 
older brother, who played 
the tuba in the Franklin 
Marching Band. Before 
the parade, Fitzgerald per-
suaded the band director 
to let him walk behind the 
band to pick up drumsticks 
that drummers might drop 
along the parade route.

The band marched di-
rectly into the rodeo, pro-
viding entertainment for 
years. Once through the 
gates, Fitzgerald’s job was 
fi nished, and he could en-
joy the rodeo itself. “In 
the four years of  picking 
up drumsticks, I probably 
picked up just one,” he re-
called. “There was some-
thing compelling about the 

rodeo.”
By the time he reached 

high school, his brother 
had graduated, so Fitzger-
ald tried playing the trum-
pet, but that only lasted a 
year. When he was a soph-
omore, the rodeo found 
other entertainment, and 
since he had a job, he could 
buy a ticket for himself.

“In high school, I worked 
around various farms in 
Williamson County,” he 
said, gaining valuable ex-
perience with animals.

After high school, Fitz-
gerald joined a construc-
tion crew. Soon after, Mike 
Smiley invited him to join 
the Franklin Noon Rotary 
Club, which needed help 
remodeling Jim Warren 
Park, the rodeo’s venue 
since 1970. At just 20 years 
old, Fitzgerald was the 
youngest member of  the 
Rotary.

The next year, following 
the sudden death of  rodeo 
chair Ralph McGee the day 
before the event, Fitzger-
ald was appointed grounds 
chairman. His responsi-
bilities included oversee-
ing construction projects 
before the rodeo, such as 
renovating the concession 

stand, repairing the bleach-
ers and fences, and leveling 
the arena dirt.

After completing his 
work for the rodeo, Fitz-
gerald assisted Jim Zinser, 
the stock contractor and 
owner of  J Bar J. His tasks 
included moving the hors-
es, bulls, calves, and steers 
used in the competitions. 
This experience led to a job 
working with the Zinsers, 
traveling to rodeos across 
the country, and learning 
about animal care in the 
rodeo world.

“Working with them 
taught me what really 
happens at a rodeo,” he 
said. “Understanding the 
behind-the-scenes eff orts 
involved in getting a horse, 
bull, calf, or steer into the 
arena is essential.”

The chute area is known 
to be one of  the most dan-
gerous parts of  the rodeo, 
and Fitzgerald has the 
scars and stories to prove 
it. “Rodeo is a dangerous 
job, but it’s also an honor-
able one,” he stated.

According to his wife, 
Jill, who has worked with 
the Franklin Rodeo for 
many years, “It’s a produc-
tion. Every part is choreo-

graphed, from the fl ags to 
the sponsor banners, and 
each event.”

For the average person, 
the rodeo is fun, exciting, 
and entertaining, which 
is great. But according to 
Fitzgerald, there’s much 
more to it. “It’s like a play 
or a production,” he ex-
plained.

For competitors, stock-
men, and rodeo producers, 
the rodeo serves as a lesson 
about God, country, family, 
and community. It begins 
with a prayer, followed by 
a fl ag presentation and 
the National Anthem. The 
show is a collaborative ef-
fort by rodeo competitors, 
producers, and stockmen 
who work together as one 
large family.

“The rodeo community 
is like one big family, and 
we put on this event for the 
community,” Fitzgerald re-
marked.

There are two primary 
reasons for a true rodeo, 
both centered around com-
munity: the charitable as-
pect and entertainment. “I 
have two professions—ro-
deo and the Franklin Fire 
Department,” Fitzgerald 
said. “No matter where 

you go in the world, you 
know someone nearby. 
With the rodeo family and 
the brotherhood of  the fi re 
department, you never feel 
alone.”

Traditions and the open-
ing ceremony embody what 
rodeo stands for, setting 
the tone for the program, 

the action, and creating a 
thrilling experience. “The 
traditions are what truly 
make rodeo special,” he 
said. “A good ride and a 
high score elevate the ex-
citement and transform 
spectators into rodeo fans. 
That’s what we aim for—
fans who will come back.”

To Bill Fitzgerald, rodeo is more than just a production

SUBMITTED
Bill Fitzgerald and the late Ed Moody at the 60th Franklin 
Rodeo - in 2010.

nton were herded through 
the edge of  town to Lewis-
burg Pike, while those des-
tined for Meeting of  the Wa-
ters went right down Main 
Street to Del Rio Pike.

Along the way, they did 
what cows do: wander 
through yards, gardens, and 
fences. Despite the mess, 
residents enjoyed the excite-
ment and never forgot the 
cattle drive through Frank-
lin.

With the Fowlkes broth-
ers providing rodeo live-
stock, several professional 
cowboys joined the scene to 

compete, attracting numer-
ous spectators. To accommo-
date the growing audience, 
the Rotarians introduced a 
Friday night show. When 
the date of  the event was 
changed to the third week-
end in May, they added an 
evening show on Saturday, 
earning the Franklin Rodeo 
the title of  the Largest Am-
ateur Rodeo East of  the Mis-
sissippi.

From 1968 to 1984, the 
late Ed Moody, co-owner 
of  Moody's Tire & Service, 
served as the rodeo's chair-
person, contributing to its 
ongoing success. After years 
of  struggling with inclement 
weather, the Rotarians de-
cided to move the rodeo date 
to the third weekend in May. 

Although this change did 
not eliminate the rain, it did 
provide warmer weather for 
the event.

In 1970, after successfully 
negotiating a lease with the 
Tennessee Valley Authori-
ty (TVA), the rodeo built a 
new, modern arena in the 
newly established Jim War-
ren Park. Weather, however, 
continued to pose signifi cant 
challenges; it rained every 
year, and in several instanc-
es, the wet conditions aff ect-
ed both the proceeds and the 
Rotarians' ability to support 
the community.

In 1976, tragedy struck 
when Preston Fowlkes Sr. 
died after a bull pushed a 
tree over, which landed on 
him. His son, Preston Jr., 

took over the responsibility 
of  producing the Franklin 
Rodeo until 1987.

Before the 1990s, the Rodeo 
Parade would pause for an 
old-time western shootout 
on Public Square, featuring 
gun-toting Rotarians. Clyde 
Stephens from Williamson 
Memorial Funeral Home 
dressed as an old-time un-
dertaker, complete with a 
horse-drawn funeral wagon.

In 2001, the rodeo relo-
cated to the new indoor, 
climate-controlled Agricul-
tural Exposition Park (also 
known as the Ag Center), 
which served as the build-
ing's fi rst event. For those 
involved, this move meant 
no more rain and mud—at 
least, that was the hope. 

However, before the inaugu-
ral show, an employee acci-
dentally turned on the water 
system to dampen the dirt 
and reduce dust, then went 
to lunch. When he returned, 
he found the arena fl ooded.

When the rodeo commit-
tee learned of  the mishap, 
there was a collective sense 
of  disappointment. Fortu-
nately, there was enough 
time for the water to drain, 
allowing the event to pro-
ceed despite the initial set-
back.

That same year, the sched-
ule changed from two shows 
on Saturday to a Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday lineup. 
In 2005, the rodeo was sanc-
tioned by the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association, 

enhancing its prestige and 
providing greater opportu-
nities for participating cow-
boys and cowgirls.

The 75th Franklin Ro-
deo has introduced several 
new components. Yet, it still 
serves as a time to escape the 
hustle and bustle of  modern 
life, revisit the mystique of  
the Old West, and embrace a 
sense of  childhood wonder. 
It also off ers a chance to be 
part of  something greater, 
with the funds raised ben-
efi ting neighbors, families, 
and the entire community.

For more information, 
you can contact Carole Rob-
inson at crobinson@wil-
liamsonherald.com.

History
Continued from Page C2

SUBMITTED
Bob Corley and Dr. Harry Guff ee make a trip around the Preston Fowlkes Arena where the 
Rodeo was held from 1970-1999.

SUBMITTED
The Franklin Rodeo in the Preston Fowlkes Arena at Jim Warren Park 



Celebrating 75 Years of the Franklin Rodeo
Thursday, May 7, 2026  • Williamson Herald • C7

Campbell. McGee passed 
away suddenly in 1992, but 
the other three ran the ro-
deo from 1992 to 2004, as it 
grew into the biggest out-
door rodeo east of  the Mis-
sissippi.

In 2004, the fi rst woman 
to serve as rodeo chairman, 
Pat Dunn, was asked to lead 
the group. She asked Bill 
Fitzgerald and Bill Foley for 
help.

By 2010, the rodeo had 
grown so much that Bill 
Fitzgerald was hired as ex-
ecutive director. He served 
in that role during the 
COVID years of  2020-21, 
when the rodeo was can-
celed due to the pandemic.

In 2022, four men took 
over leadership roles for the 
rodeo: Devin Gilliam, Gavin 
Moon, John Abbott, and 
Mark Tumblin. Armando 
Estrada became the “fi fth 
horseman” three years ago.

The rodeo, as a project 
of  the Franklin Noon Rota-
ry Club, has always raised 
funds for area organiza-
tions. In the 1950s and 60s, 
money raised went to the 
Franklin High School band, 
the school library, William-
son County 4-H Clubs, and 
a host of  other activities. In 
the 60s, there was a short-
age of  doctors, dentists, and 
nurses in the county, so the 
rodeo raised funds for schol-
arships in those fi elds. Mil-
lions of  dollars have been 
given to charities through 
the rodeo’s proceeds.

As the world has changed 
throughout the last 75 
years, so too has the rodeo. 
The city of  Franklin has 
gone from a sleepy town 
of  4,500 to one of  the most 
prime residential areas in 
the nation, with a popula-
tion of  83,000. The rodeo is 
no longer a small one-day 
event but three days of  pro-

fessional competition.
But some things never 

change: the opportunity to 
enjoy time spent with fam-
ily and friends at he rodeo, 
the commitment of  Rotary 
members to serve their fel-

low man through fundrais-
ing, and the western heri-
tage that once was part of  
Williamson County.

And now the rodeo is wo-
ven into the fabric of  Frank-
lin.

Tradition
Continued from Page C1

SUBMITTED
Franklin Rodeo Cowboys in 1980’s

SUBMITTED
Rain was always a problem at Jim Warren Park.

SUBMITTED
Bud and Dub Grant lead the parade in the 1980’s.

Rotarians setting up chairs at Jim Warren Park.

SUBMITTED
Williamson Ag Expo Park 1 - 2001 to present.

Berry Farms Sonic 
3021 Captain Freeman Pkwy

Franklin 

Brentwood Sonic 
1618 Franklin Rd

Brentwood

Centennial Sonic 
4101 Mallory Ln

Franklin
Cool Springs Sonic 
1718 Carothers Pkwy

Brentwood

Fairview Sonic 
2108 W. Fairview Blvd

Fairview

Franklin 1 Sonic 
401 Hillsboro Rd

Franklin

Franklin 2 Sonic 
1505 Murfreesboro Rd

Franklin

Grassland Sonic 
1103 Battlewood

Franklin

Nolensville Sonic 
7230 Nolensville Rd

Nolensville

North Brentwood Sonic 
208B Wilson Pk Circle

Brentwood

Congratulations to the Franklin Rodeo on 75 years of Excellence!
Sonic is proud to be a contributor.
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 Marcoma Realty Inc
Proud Sponsor of the 

Marcoma Realty is honored to be a sponsor of the 
Franklin Rodeo as they celebrate 75 years and the
incredible way they give back to our community.

Marcoma Realty is proud to serve the families and
communities of Middle Tennessee for over 20 years!

Robin Baldree
Principal Broker/Owner

Lanetta Heyen
Realtor

Amy Rivera
Realtor

Melissa Hardy
Realtor

Lisa Coe
Realtor

Michelle Coe Clayton
Realtor

Michaella Lewis
Realtor

Jenna Scott
Realtor

Julie Yescott 
Realtor

marcomarealty.com

Rooted in Community

Franklin Rodeo
Celebrating 75 Years of Tradition
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BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

Joan Bledsoe has been a 
fan of  the Franklin Noon 
Rotary’s Rodeo since she 
was just 15 years old, attend-
ing the Rotary’s fi rst rodeo 
on May 6, 1949, at the County 
Center off  Fowlkes Street. “I 
went with my dad; he knew 
the Fowlkes Brothers,” she 
recalled.

The Fowlkes brothers, 
John and Preston Sr., hailed 
from Texas and were well-
versed in rodeos and rodeo 
stock. “During one of  the 
fi rst rodeos, a horse joined 
us in the stands,” she said. 
“People scattered every-
where. My dad and I caught 
the horse on about the third 
tier. We weren’t afraid; we 
didn’t run like everyone 
else.” They remained calm, 
approached the horse slowly 
but confi dently, and eventu-
ally, the horse settled down.

Joan also remembers the 
rainstorms at Jim Warren 
Park and the time she and 
her preacher took a few Sun-
day School kids to the rodeo. 
“Halfway through the show, 
we couldn’t fi nd one of  the 
boys,” she said. “We fi nally 
looked over where the trail-
ers were parked, and there 
he was, talking with some 
cowboys. I knew he was safe 
there.”

Although her father 
trained Tennessee Walking 
Horses for pleasure riding, 
young Joan was captivat-
ed by quarter horses—the 
breed most commonly used 
in rodeo events. Now, 75 
years later, the 93-year-old 
Joan remains the Frank-
lin Rodeo’s biggest fan. She 
hasn’t missed a rodeo and 
attends every performance.

“I love the parades, too,” 
she said. “I rode Dr. Traugh-
ber’s horse a couple of  times 
in the parade. He lived near 

us, on Moran Road, along 
with my late husband.”

For her dedication, Joan 
earned her own box seats 
right by the chutes, close to 
Dr. Monty McInturff , DVM, 
which she emphasized with 
a smile. From that section, 
Joan can’t miss any of  the 
action—from the controlled 
chaos at the chutes to the 
gates swinging open and the 
excitement at the other end 
of  the arena.

Throughout all the years 
of  rodeo excitement, Joan 
takes a moment to remem-
ber “the three major riders 

who were killed during the 
rodeos I’ve attended.” They 
died doing what they loved, 
and she makes sure they are 
not forgotten.

Joan’s early years were 
spent on her family’s poul-
try farm in Nashville. “But 
I rode horses in Williamson 
County,” she said. “I spent a 
lot of  time riding at General 
Patton’s farm on Clovercroft 
Road; he was Nancy Patton 
Conway’s father. I spent 
more time in Williamson 
County than in Davidson.”

She recalled long rides on 
Clovercroft Road to Wilson 

Pike, then on to the store on 
Concord Road, where they’d 
get a Coke before heading 
back to the farm. The excite-
ment and traditions of  the 
rodeo sparked her childhood 
curiosity and sense of  ad-
venture, a feeling that hasn’t 
changed. It’s also what the 
rodeo represents that keeps 
her returning.

“Rodeo is the one true 
American sport,” Joan said. 
“Most sports originated in 
other countries. Mexico 
may have its Gaucho, but 
the American cowboy is tru-
ly unique and authentically 
American. They still pray, 
and they still play.”

Rodeo embodies God, 
country, and community, 
and these traditions are ev-
ident from the opening pro-
duction to the fi nal events. 
“I love the rodeo,” she said. 
“It’s so American, but I don’t 
understand why we don’t 
have American Indians in 
our rodeo.”

Joan’s passion for rodeo 
isn’t limited to Franklin; it 
extends to rodeos across the 
country, some of which in-

corporate local traditions. In 
Florida, for instance, a rodeo 
involves local participants 
riding their horses around 
the arena while holding 
balloons. The goal is to pop 
the balloons from the other 
participants’ arms, and the 
person still holding a bal-
loon at the end of  the game 
is the winner. Joan noted, 
“One woman would win 
every year. She was in her 
50s, but she had the best 

horse.”
In Clovis, California, 

they embrace the old-fash-
ioned rodeo, she shared. 
In more recent years, her 
daughter and grandsons 
have started accompany-
ing her. This year, her two-
year-old great-grandchild 
will attend, and Joan is 
eager to inspire him to be-
come another rodeo enthu-

Joan Bledsoe, Franklin Rodeo’s favorite fan

LaQuita Scaife, left, Joan Bledsoe and Tina Issette with one of the horses at the Franklin Ro-
deo Boots and Buckles 75th Anniversary event on March 28 held at the Biceentennial Park. 
Bledsoe was honored for attending the past 74 Franklin Rodeos.

FILE PHOTOS
Joan Bledsoe has a special seat in the parade. She is the 
Franklin Noon Rotary Rodeo’s biggest fan. Joan was about 14 
when she attended the Rotary’s fi rst rodeo in 1949. She hasn’t 
missed a rodeo in 75 years.

Franklin Noon Rotary member Meghan Guff ee; Joan Bledsoe, 
one of the rodeo’s biggest fan - since the fi rst rodeo in 1949, 
she has never missed a rodeo; and Williamson Herald publish-
er and Franklin Noon Rotary member, Derby Jones

Joan Bledsoe (front, far right) and her family enjoy the Frank-
lin Rodeo in 2019. Bledsoe has never missed a performance of 
the rodeo since it began.

>>>BLEDSOE,

Continued on Page C11
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FRANKLIN RODEO

CONGRATS ON
75 YEARS

Proud Sponsor of the

Photos by Rebecca Renee, Celis Taylor, and Arklight Media Co.

BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

Bill Foley had a Molly 
Maid business in Frank-
lin when Scott Harrison, 
who owned a Kawasaki 
motorcycle dealership, 
invited him to join the 
Franklin Noon Rotary 
in December 1998. By 
that time the rotary had 
grown to about 200 mem-
bers meeting weekly at 
the Williamson County 
Recreation Center in 
Franklin.

“It was an opportunity 
for me to give back to the 
community,” Foley said. 
“If  you’re a part of  the 
community, you need to 
support the communi-
ty.”

His fi rst Rotary expe-
rience was the May 1999 
rodeo at Jim Warren 
Park. His job that year 
was to set up the box seat 
area; rope it off , unload 
the chairs and set them 
up chairs - in the pour-
ing rain. He remembered 
it by the maroon jacket 
that turned pink from 
the rain.

“Back then, if  you 
were a rookie your as-
signment [during the 
rodeo] would be cotton 
candy and popcorn, but 
I was well connected so I 
was able to work in park-
ing,” he said.

Then the coronavirus 
hit the United States in 
2020 and everything shut 
down just two months 
before the rodeo. The 
next rodeo would be in 
2001 at the new William-
son County Agricultural 
Exposition Center.

As a member of  the 
Rodeo committee, Foley 
was involved with adver-
tising sales.

When the Rodeo team 
of  Eddie Woodard, Char-
lie Fox and Brother 
Campbell stepped down 
in 2008 the team of  Pat 
Dunn, Bill Fitzgerald 
and Foley - known as the 
Three Amigos, lead the 
rodeo committee for the 
next eight years.

“I was basically the 
food and beverage di-
rector,” Foley said, who 
took over for Russell Lit-
tle. “I would deal with 
bringing in all the cokes 
- they call it commissary 
now - I was commissary 
and restock.”

He made sure there 
was enough food and 
utilities to make the 
food for the cafe; and 
enough snacks and 
drinks to keep conces-
sions stocked during the 
rodeo. Students from 
Franklin High School’s 
Culinary Class with 
culinary coach Coach 
Gillespie also helped 
preparing and cooking 
food for the cafe.

For several years ad-
ditional help was pro-
vided by a few trustees 
from the county jail to 
make popcorn, restock 
concessions and with 
the set up and take down 
before and after the ro-
deo.

During one rodeo Fo-
ley introduced. After 
the Rotary purchased 

the rig Steve and Debbie 
Griffi  n used when they 
had their Viking Store 
in The Factory, Foley In-
troduced tri-tips in the 
cafe.

“We realized it took 
a long time to cook the 
pork butts, but with the 
rig you could cook this 
tri-tip steak in an hour,” 
Foley said. “We started 
serving them at the Ro-
deo.”

Later the tri-tips be-
came BBQ in a Cup.

“It’s like a BBQ Sun-
dae,” he said. “The base 
is beans, the BBQ is next 
and the mashed potatoes 
go on top. Drizzle with 
BBQ sauce, shredded 
cheese and top with a 
cherry tomato.”

Foley recalled when 
someone almost set the 
Ag Center on fi re cook-
ing popcorn outside.

“We were done us-
ing the smoker - it was 
Friday,” he said. “They 
realized it was taking 
a long time to cook the 
popcorn [in the popcorn 
machine] so they heated 
up ready-made popcorn 
on the cooker.”

The BBQ smoker 
was still hooked up to 
Scott Hubbard’s trailer, 
which was parked right 
under the intake fan to 
the Ag Center and right 
by the cooker. Some of  
the grease from the BBQ 
smoker caught on fi re 
and all that smoke went 
billowing into the build-
ing.

“It’s 5:00, people are 
heading to the rodeo and 
it’s on fi re,” Foley said. 
“[The pop corn people] 
said they were trying to 
make it smell like fresh 
popcorn.”

That’s up for debate.
Fortunately the only 

thing aff ected was the 
smoker, which turned 
out to be a blessing 
when, while the BBQ 
crew was cleaning it af-
ter the fi re, they discov-
ered it was about to fall 
apart.

On Saturday nights, 
after the last cowboy 
and patron left the fa-
cility, members of  the 
Rodeo committee were 
treated to a steak din-
ner. Foley recalled his 
father helping marinate 
90 steaks in his kitchen.

“I’ve been in the Ro-
tary since 1998 and have 
yet to see a full rodeo,” 
he said.

Bill Foley keeps 
rodeo fans fed

Bill Foley, Cassie Jones and Laura Musgrave at Franklin 
Rodeo.

BILL FOLEY

BY RUTH NICOLAUS 
FOR THE WILLIAMSON HERALD

The Franklin Rodeo was 
honored recently with a 
state resolution, honoring 
its 75th year.

Gov. Bill Lee, Sen. Jack 
Johnson and Reps. Jake 
McCalmon, Lee Reeves, Jay 
Reedy and Lowell Russell 
recognized the Franklin Ro-
deo with the presentation of  
a Senate Joint Resolution 
commemorating the anni-
versary.

“It was a true privilege to 
be able to honor and bring 
recognition to the Frank-
lin Rodeo and 75 amazing 
years,” Rep. McCalmon said. 
“The rodeo is truly a jewel 
in the crown of what makes 
Williamson County so amaz-
ing. I’m happy to support it, 
and I can’t wait to be there in 
attendance.”

Several Franklin Noon 
Rotary Club members were 
in attendance for the presen-
tation on March 17, includ-
ing Gavin Moon, a Rotarian 
and rodeo committee mem-
ber.“This is a meaningful 
tribute to the legacy and 
impact of  the Franklin Ro-
deo,” Moon said. “We are 

sincerely grateful for this 
recognition from the State 
of  Tennessee, and we are 
proud to continue serving 
our community.”

“Seventy-fi ve years in, 
and the Franklin Rodeo still 
draws a crowd better than 
just about anything else 
in town, and that tells you 
all you need to know about 
what it means to Williamson 
County,” Rep. Reeves said. 

The rodeo, a project of  
the Noon Rotary Club, is a 
service project for the Club 
and raises money each 
year for area charities and 
non-profi t organizations. 
Last year alone, the rodeo 
donated funds to more than 
70 organizations, ranging 
from educational opportuni-
ties to feeding the hungry to 
providing transportation for 
those without.

This year’s rodeo is May 
14-16 and will be held at 
the Williamson County Ag 
Expo Park (4215 Long Lane, 
Franklin). Shows start at 
7 pm each night. Tickets 
are $18-$52 and can be pur-
chased online at Franklin-
Rodeo.com.

For more information, 
visit the website.

Franklin Noon Rotary Club members and rodeo committee members gather at the state cap-
ital after the presentation of the Senate Joint Resolution commemorating the rodeo’s 75th 
anniversary. From left to right, Mark Scott, Nancy Scott, Mark Tumblin, Catherine Lamson, 
Gavin Moon, Sen. Jack Johnson, Devin Gilliam, John Abbott, Robin Baldree, and Don Bufalini.

Rodeo honored with state proclamation for 75 years of tradition
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siast.
“It’s a family event,” 

she said. “I used to in-
vite 12 people, and we 
would all be in a box. 
Now it’s down to 10 
people—often, they’re 
friends who have nev-
er been to a rodeo. 
This year I’m bringing 
a young boy who’s nev-
er been before.”

She reminisced 
about when parent 
volunteers from local 
schools would set up 
concession booths at 
the County Center, 
and the Jim Warren 
rodeos to raise funds 
for school projects and 
programs, and how 
people used to bring 
their dogs to the ro-
deo. “That was before 
the Ag Center,” she re-
marked.

Joan spoke of her ad-
miration for trick riders. 
“They perform moves 
that cowboys used more 
than a century ago 
during trail drives and 
while escaping attacks 
from enemies,” she said. 
“I even tried trick rid-
ing. Mr. Ferns on Frank-
lin Road had a big Per-
cheron. I stood up four 
or fi ve feet on him—that 
was enough for me.” Af-
ter that, she taught her 
horse to dance. “I love 
animals,” she said. “I 
think I probably could 
have pursued trick rid-
ing, but I enjoyed trail 
riding more. Rodeo is 
something everyone 
should experience.”

Joan deeply admires 
bull riders as well, re-
calling that her son was 
a bull rider in his young-
er years. Her son was a 
bull rider in his younger 
years, then he got smart. 
Her biggest “see” was 
the lady bull rider from 
Liberty, Texas. She was 
impressed.

Now she’s looking 
forward to making new 
rodeo memories at this 
year’s rodeo.

Bledsoe
Continued from Page C9

FILE
Joan Bledsoe, who has 
been to all 74 Franklin Ro-
deos, will be at this year’s 
as well.

BY RUTH NICOLAUS
FOR THE WILLIAMSON HERALD

A year-round endeavor 
for club members. Franklin 
Noon Rotarians and several 
hundred volunteer’s work to 
produce the Franklin Rodeo.

When the 75th edition of  
the Franklin Rodeo kicks off  
May 14-16, several hundred 
people will be in the back-
ground, working to produce 
the event.

And it takes an army to 
make it all happen.

From ushers to conces-
sion stands to ticketing, 
parking, advertising, and so 
much more, it takes a lot of  
people to put on the three-
day event.

The core of  the group who 
produce the rodeo is the 
25-member rodeo commit-
tee, a sub-set of  the Franklin 
Noon Rotary Club. Those 
people are assisted by about 
150 Noon Rotary Club mem-
bers and 300 volunteers, who 
show up the week of the ro-
deo and every night, to work.

For Rotarian Gavin Moon, 
it’s been part of  his life since 
childhood. He remembers 
having a lemonade stand in 

his front yard as the Frank-
lin Rodeo parade passed by, 
years ago.

Moon’s duties for the ro-
deo include marketing, pro-
motions, signage and social 
media. The committee cre-
ates a monthly calendar of  
everything that needs to be 
done for the rodeo, “so we 
aren’t consumed by being 
overwhelmed,” he said. “It’s 
an evolving workbook that 
keeps us on point and orga-
nized.”

He’s thankful for the 300 
volunteers from outside the 
club who help make the ro-
deo happen. “They’re an 
invaluable part of  our pro-
duction,” he said. “Without 
them you couldn’t have a ro-
deo. People volunteer every 

year, and they love it.”
Rotarians and volunteers 

put in a tremendous num-
ber of  hours setting up pri-
or to the rodeo, working the 
actual event, and tearing 
down afterwards. And that 
doesn’t count the thousands 
of  hours the rest of  the year, 
preparing reports for spon-
sors, garnering new spon-
sors, setting up advertising 
campaigns, and the hun-
dreds of  other little details 
that need to be done.

The can-do positive atti-
tudes among the Rotarians 
are contagious; everyone is 
prepared to work hard and 
do their best, Moon said.

“We’re big cheerleaders, 
and people are motivated 
by it,” he said. “When ev-

erybody owns their job and 
takes it to heart, we will all 
be greater together.”

Once the rodeo’s bills are 
paid, the money left over is 
given to local charities. As 
a service organization, this 
is the mission of  the Noon 
Rotary Club. Last year, the 
club supported more than 75 
non-profi ts in the communi-
ty.

Patty Bearden is another 
rodeo committee member 
who, as director of  commu-
nity relations and market-
ing, makes sure the rodeo 
isn’t far from the public’s 
mind all year long.

“We make sure the ro-
deo is visible year-round,” 
she said, “not just at rodeo 
time.” She sets up and mans 

marketing booths at vari-
ous events in Williamson 
County and beyond: the 
Main Street Festival, the 
Williamson County Fair, 
the Pumpkin Fest, Leiper’s 
Fork Christmas parade, and 
more.

“There’s so much going 
on in this community, and 
we want to connect with as 
many diff erent groups and 
people as we can,” she said.

Devin Gilliam has been 
heavily involved with the 
rodeo since 2022 in a variety 
of  ways. Planning is year-
round, he said, with the 
eight weeks after rodeo a 
slower time, but by July and 
August, “you’re back at it 
again,” he said.

He’s proud of the rodeo 
and what it means to peo-
ple. “It’s been a source of  
entertainment and a way of  
giving back to the communi-

ty,” he said. “We do our best 
to put on the best possible 
show we can, while generat-
ing money for charities.”

Rotarian Mark Tumblin 
fi rst attended the Franklin 
Rodeo as a college student.

While at the University 
of  Tennessee-Knoxville, he 
would come to Franklin on 
the weekends with his col-
lege roommate, who was a 
Franklin native. He attend-
ed the rodeo, and said, “I 
was just enthralled with it,” 
so much that he joined the 
rodeo team at UT-Knoxville 
as a team roper.

His duties at the rodeo 
include technology, point of  
sale, ticketing (he and fellow 
Rotarian Armando Estra-
da are known as the “ticket 
czars”), and internet.

“We have our committee 

Franklin Rodeo planning committee goes the extra mile

SUBMITTED
Members of the Franklin Noon Rotary and the Rodeo committee at a previous Main Street Fes-
tival in downtown Franklin. The club was back this year promoting the upcoming Rodeo.

SUBMITTED
The Rodeo Committee attends the Rodeo Convention in Las 
Vegas each December to learn more about rodeos and meet 
with potential acts.

>>>PLANNING,

Continued on Page C13
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BY RUTH NICOLAUS 
FOR THE WILLIAMSON HERALD

When fans pour into the Frank-
lin Rodeo this weekend, they’ll see 
cowboys and cowgirls, bronc riding 
and bull riding, racing and roping.

But behind the scenes, it’s the 
dozens of  sponsors, hundreds 
of  volunteers, and thousands of  
hours that make the rodeo happen. 

The sponsors are crucial to the 
success of  the Franklin Rodeo, 
said Devin Gilliam, rodeo direc-
tor and a member of  the Franklin 
Noon Rotary Club, which has pro-
duced the rodeo since 1949.

“We rely on the support of our 
many generous partners,” he said. 
“They help us as we raise money 
for the many charities and orga-
nizations the Noon Rotary Club 
Foundation supports.” 

One of  the major sponsors of  the 
rodeo, Schneider Electric in Frank-
lin, uses the rodeo as a fun family 
outing for its employees, said Jo-
seph Metcalfe, general Manager. 

“We like to do events during the 
course of  the year that are in tune 
with our people and their families,” 
he said. “We appreciate our people 
and their families for the hard work 
their family leader is doing.”

Schneider Electric provides tick-
ets to employees and families to at-
tend the rodeo. 

Metcalfe appreciates the rodeo 
atmosphere as well. 

“I know how wholesome they 

are,” he said. “Pride for the U.S. and 
our military is evident, as is respect 
for our elders.”

Tractor Supply has partnered 
with the rodeo for more than a de-
cade, said Kimberley Gardiner, 
chief marketing offi  cer, and they 
love the connection the rodeo has 
with community.  

“With our headquarters in Mid-
dle Tennessee, this event is espe-
cially meaningful,” she said. “It’s 
an opportunity to come together 

as neighbors to support charitable 
eff orts that make a real impact lo-
cally.” 

They are pleased to support Rota-
ry through the Franklin Rodeo. 

“We admire how the Rotary 
brings people together to support 
local causes and create meaningful 
change,” Gardiner said. 

Because of  its partners, the 
Franklin Rodeo is able to provide 
a professional rodeo event with an 
aff ordable ticket cost, Gilliam said.

And the Noon Rotary Club is 
able to give back to the community. 
Since the rodeo started, millions 
of  dollars have been given to area 
charities and nonprofi ts. Last year 
alone, the Franklin Noon Rotary 
Club Foundation granted more 
than $300,000 in donations to more 
than 60 organizations. 

Metcalfe, his family and Schnei-
der Electric employees enjoy the 
rodeo. 

“It’s Americana, all the way.” 

Other major partners with the 
Franklin Rodeo include Farm 
Credit/Rural First; Uber Eats; 
Williamson Health; Columbia/
Fayetteville Dodge; Bone and Joint 
Clinic and Southern Events. 

The Franklin Rodeo is May 14-16 
with shows starting each night at 7 
p.m. Gates open at 5:30 p.m. 

Standing room only tickets are 
available online at FranklinRodeo.
com. 
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SUBMITTED
Barrel racer Sally Young at the 2024 Franklin Rodeo. 

SUBMITTED
Waylon Bourgeois competes in the bareback riding at the 2024 Franklin 
Rodeo.

‘Americana, all the way’ – Franklin Rodeo partners make it happen
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The Franklin Rodeo is get-
ting its own piece of the park.

A triangular piece of the 
Jim Warren Park in Frank-
lin, consisting of 1.4 acres, 
will be dedicated as the 
Franklin Rodeo Plaza.

Situated between Boyd 
Mill Avenue and Culverson 
Boulevard, it will include a 
bronze statue of  a cowboy 
riding a bucking horse.

The rodeo park will also 
include benches, lighting, 
landscaping, historical 
markers, and a walking 
trail with signage that tells 
the 75-year history of  the 
rodeo.

It’s a partnership be-
tween the Franklin Noon 
Rotary Club and the City of  
Franklin Parks and Recre-
ation Department, said Lisa 
Clayton, director of  Parks 
and Recreation.

“We wanted to share the 

story of  the Franklin Ro-
deo,” she said. “The rodeo 
has so many stories, so 
many people, and so many 
things they’ve been in-
volved in. It made sense to 
allow for this space. It’s a 
place to come in, sit, ponder, 
remember, and learn more 
about the Franklin Rodeo.”

Because it’s in an athletic 
park, with sports activities, 
the area sees, on average, 
4,000-6,000 people every 
weekend, Clayton said, with 
more than 100,000 visitors 
annually.

Judy Hayes believes it’s 
fi tting that the location is 
at Jim Warren Park, the 
same place where the ro-
deo took place for 51 years. 
Hayes’ late husband, Jim, 
was a former member of  the 
Franklin Noon Rotary Club 
and a rodeo volunteer.

“It’s certainly worth the 
eff ort to have the statue 
where the rodeo fi rst start-
ed,” she said. “Rodeo has 

been a vital part of  our com-
munity,” and it was a large 
part of  her and Jim’s lives. 
Jim was the rodeo announc-
er in the late 1960s and pro-
moted it on radio stations 
WIZO and WAKM, both of  
which he co-owned.

“I certainly wanted my 
husband’s commitment, 
and therefore my commit-
ment, to be involved with 
the statue.”

The rodeo celebrates its 
75th anniversary in 2026; 
since its inception in 1949, 
it has raised over $3 million 
for charities in Williamson 
County and middle Tennes-
see.

But for Pat Dunn, a 
Franklin Noon Rotary Club 
member and a rodeo volun-
teer, it’s more than just the 
donations.

“The rodeo is not just 
where we raise money for 
charity,” she said, “but it’s 
something we give to the 
community through hav-

ing a fabulous event. It’s 
wholesome entertainment. 
It’s clean: God, country, and 
family, and that’s what we 
represent.”

The statue is being de-
signed by Scott Rogers, a 
nationally recognized mon-
ument and western art 
sculptor from Logan, Utah. 
It will stand 12 feet tall and 
9 feet wide, surrounded by a 
native Tennessee fi eldstone 
wall and landscaping.

The bronze is scheduled 
to be installed in the park in 
June 2026.

There are numerous 
ways for people to be part 
of  the Franklin Rodeo Plaza 
, from funding a portion of  
the sculpture to dedicating 
a park bench or historical 
marker to a family mem-
ber or business. For further 
information, contact Pat 
Dunn (patdunn@usit.net.)

Clayton, director of  the 

City of  Franklin Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
says it’s a fi tting tribute.

The rodeo is part of  the 
history here, and you can’t 
deny it.

“The rodeo is Franklin.”
The 2026 Franklin Rodeo 

will be held May 14-16. For 
more information, visit the 
website at FranklinRodeo.
com.

Rendering of Franklin Rodeo Plaza

Ninety years of powering 
what matters most.

For 90 years, MTE has been more than a power 

provider, we’ve been part of the community — 

powering homes, small businesses and the people 

behind them. It takes heart, pride and a commitment 

to the people we serve. Visit mte.com to see how 

we’re continuing to improve lives.

Ask us about getting fast local internet from United!

of 25,” he said, “and each 
person has a designated job 
to do and a committee to 
help with it.”

One of  the newest mem-
bers of  the Noon Rotary 
Club is Robin Baldree, who 
joined in 2022. For the rodeo, 
she assists with sponsor-
ships, graphic design, social 
media, and the website.

She loves being part of  
the rodeo team. Rodeo week, 
which this year kicks off  on 
May 9 with the parade, “is 
like birthday week,” she 
said, where a person “cele-
brates all week long. It’s a lot 
of  fun.”

There’s a strong sense of  
fellowship among the work-
ers, both Rotarians and vol-
unteers.

“The camaraderie, work-
ing with our volunteers is 
a big bonding thing for us,” 
Moon said. “You get to know 
each other the week of ro-
deo.”

Baldree agreed. “If  you 
want to get to know every-
body in this club, work the 
rodeo,” she said. “You make 
friends. One of  my closest 
friends is Christine (Wilson, 
a Noon Rotary Club mem-
ber), and it’s because of  ro-
deo.”

It’s also a labor of  love for 
everyone involved.

For Baldree, she loves giv-
ing back. “I see the work we 
do, and what we give back,” 
she said. “And I see the 
people whose lives you’ve 
touched in giving of  your-
self.”

Bearden had the privilege 
last year of  delivering rodeo 
proceeds checks to char-
ities, and it was a moving 
experience. When she took 
the check to the Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Home, 
she was told the money 
would go to buy furniture 
for a boys’ room. “I took the 
check to the house parents,” 
she said, “and I thought they 
were going to cry.” The chil-
dren who come to the home 
have nothing but the clothes 
they’re wearing, and to have 
furniture for their bedroom 
is so important.

For Moon, it’s the same. 
“From a philanthropic 
standpoint, it makes you feel 
good to bust your rear end, 

and turn around and give 
the money away to those 
who need it.”

“We’re making money for 
others who need it,” he said. 
“That’s a powerful thing, 
and it’s fun. We love it.”

This year’s Franklin Ro-
deo, the 75th edition, is May 
14-16 and is held at the Wil-
liamson County Ag Expo 
Center. Performances begin 
at 7 pm nightly.

Tickets range in price 

Franklin Rodeo to establish 
permanent park

DERBY JONES
The ladies of the Franklin Noon Rotary club work year-around to promote the Rodeo. Club 
members are Judy Herbert, Patty Bearden, Anne Rainey, Catherine Lamson, Robin Baldree, 
Ali Adair, and Nancy Scott before the 2024 Veterans Day Parade.

SUBMITTED
Tough Enough to Wear Pink night- Rotarians donate to the WMC Breast Center.

Planning
Continued from Page C11

from $25-$45 and can be pur-
chased online at Franklin-
Rodeo.com. All seats are 

reserved. Fans are urged to 
buy tickets soon, as they sell 
out quickly.

For more information, vis-
it www.franklinrodeo.com
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Kiesner trick rider rides on her horse Cowboy. The palomino has found his niche 

in life, as a trick riding horse. 

SARAH WHITE
STAFF WRITER

At Monday’s County Com-mission meeting, Mayor Rog-ers Anderson fought accusa-tions that he had paid county funds to Williamson Inc. under an expired contract. “These headlines are simply not true,” Anderson told the 

commission, referring to a sto-ry published by the Tennessee Conservative last week. “The funding indeed had your coun-ty commission approval.” When Williamson Inc. was formed from three existing chambers 12 years ago, Wil-liamson County voted to move its chamber of commerce and economic development depart-

ments out from under the um-brella of county government and into the hands of William-son Inc. Since then, the county has had a recurring contract to fund multiple roles in the economic development branch — most recently a $400,000 budget item. 
Earlier this year, Commis-sioner Chris Richards found 

this contract had expired without renewal in June 2023. According to Anderson, the contract had been mistakenly placed in a June 2024 renewal folder, so the expiration date had gone unnoticed until Rich-ards’ request in March of this year. 

KELLY MAYO
STAFF WRITER

O T

ment plan for a new hotel and recognized l division u til

RUTH NICOLAUSFOR THE HERALD

A special horse has found his niche in life.Cowboy, a trick riding horse belonging to Betha-ny Kiesner, will be part of  the show at the Franklin Rodeo Thursday through Sunday.
When Kiesner fi rst saw the horse, he didn’t ap-pear to have much value.  At fi rst, she didn’t want him. He had kicked his former owner and bucked off  a couple of  people, and there’s not much use for a horse that kicks or bucks.But he matched her other trick riding horse, a palomino named Vanil-la, and she thought they’d look good as a team, and 

someday he might have to replace Vanilla.Plus, he was the right price: $900, a bargain for what trick riding horses usually cost.
When she got on him, he tried his old trick and tried to buck her off . But Kiesner wasn’t having it. “I got on him a little bit,” she said, “and after that he wasn’t super naughty.”Until she could spend time training him, he got sent to her parents’ house in Missouri.

Then the COVID pan-demic hit, and the rodeos she and her husband Rid-er were hired to work got canceled.
So she had some down time, and started riding and training him.

“He knew absolutely nothing,” she said. For a long time, he didn’t show much potential. She con-sidered selling him sever-al times, but never did.In 2021, she took him on the road with her. He gained experience and learned more, eventually catching on fast, she said.“I prayed over this horse constantly,” she said. “I knew not to give up on him.
“One day, it all clicked for him.”  

Now, he is her main mount at rodeos. He doesn’t get fl ustered, dis-tracted or upset, which makes him a good trick riding horse.
As a trick rider, Kiesner 

County commission clashes with Williamson Inc.

BOMA OKs hotel plan, delays Sheridan public h i

Palomino horse fi nds his niche in trick riding, will entertain at Franklin Rodeo

SARAH WHITE

President and CEO of Williamson Inc, Matt Largen, 
speaks at the Williamson County commission meeting.

>>>COUNTY, Continued on Page A7

>>>RODEO, Continued on Page A12
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Congratulations to the 
Franklin Rodeo 

on 75 years! 

www.WilliamsonHerald.com
www.SouthernExposureMagazine.com

BY CAROLE ROBINSON
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Don Wade was born in 
1935 in Linden, Tennessee, 
and spent most of  his adult 
life in Franklin. Now at the 
age of  90, Wade proudly de-
clares, “I am the only living 
person to have competed 
in all three [Franklin Ro-
deo] arenas,” embodying 
the spirit of  our hometown 
cowboy.

Wade’s passion for rodeo 
began the day he attended 
his fi rst event. He was im-
mediately captivated by the 
cowboy lifestyle and knew 
it was what he wanted for 
his life. His journey started 
soon after that initial rodeo 
when he discovered his fi rst 
rope. Nothing was safe from 
his roping attempts, includ-
ing his father’s small cow 
herd.

“I began chasing calves 
on foot around the pasture,” 
he recalled. It was amusing 
for his dad—until young 
Don managed to rope a calf  
and couldn’t get the rope 
off . “My dad got pretty an-
noyed after that and would 
take my rope away from me 
if  I roped a calf,” Wade said. 
“That just made me want to 
do it more. I always wanted 
to be a cowboy.”

Eventually, Wade mas-
tered roping. However, his 
dreams were put on hold 
when he married Sara “Sa-

die” Wade and took a job 
as a salesman at Ambrose 
Printing Company, selling 
ledger books to county de-
partments in West and Mid-
dle Tennessee—well before 
the era of  computers.

With his cowboy passion 
still burning, Sadie encour-
aged Wade to buy his fi rst 
roping horse, a roan named 
Buck. His rodeo career be-
gan shortly after, starting 
with small local events and 
entering steer wrestling. 
Unfortunately, this led to 
a trip to the hospital with 
a broken arm and a per-

manent bend in his arm, 
prompting a shift back to 
bulldogging.

While working in Nash-
ville, Wade met Preston 
Fowlkes Sr., a Texas rodeo 
stock contractor who moved 
to Franklin and played a vi-
tal role in starting the fi rst 
Franklin Rodeo. When the 
Wades moved to Nashville 
to be closer to Don’s sales 
area, Fowlkes helped them 
fi nd a small white house on 
Lewisburg Pike.

On the dawn of  their 
fi rst day in the new house, 
Fowlkes was banging on the 

side of  the building, yelling, 
“The bucking horses have 
gotten out!” Wade quickly 
dressed and jumped into 
Fowlkes’s truck. They drove 
to Sneed Road, an area now 
called Laurelbrook, where 
Fowlkes rented land for 
his bucking horses. The 
two cowboys spent the day 
rounding up the strays and 
returning them to their 
fi eld.

“When I got back, Sadie 
had the house all set up,” 
Don remarked. “I didn’t 
think that was a very bad 
trade.”

After collaborating with 
Wade, Fowlkes hired him to 
haul stock for his Lone Star 
Rodeos across the country, 
providing Wade with in-
valuable roping experience 
that eventually led him to a 
professional career. “Pres-
ton taught me a lot about 
roping,” Wade said. “I re-
spected him a lot, and he re-
spected me. He was a Mas-
ter of  Twine.”

Wade reminisced about 
rodeos at the County Cen-
ter, where bulls often es-
caped on Saturday nights. “I 
realized pretty soon that the 
cowboys were letting them 
out for a little excitement,” 
he said. “When I threatened 
to tell Preston, they stopped 
doing that. Those cowboys 
didn’t want Preston mad at 
them.”

By the late 1960s, Wade 

met Wayne Dunn, and they 
began roping calves togeth-
er at Howard Johnson’s 
farm on Highway 96 West, 
where McDonald’s and Al-
exander Plaza now stand, 
as well as at the Dunn fam-
ily home on Franklin Road. 
While practicing, they tried 
Team Roping.

“I started heading, but 
when we couldn’t fi nd any-
one to heal, I just took it 
upon myself  to start heal-

ing,” Wade said.
Their partnership proved 

successful, with both com-
petitors earning “lots of  
buckles and trophy saddles” 
from major rodeo events, in-
cluding the Franklin Rodeo. 
Of  all the Franklin Rodeo 
locations, the Williamson 
County Ag Center became 
his favorite venue. “It’s a 
great facility,” he said. “We 
are lucky to have it.”

Don Wade: A Franklin Rodeo legend

SUBMITTED
Don Wade in 1976, a local cowboy is the only living person 
who has competer at all three Franklin Rodeo rodeo arenas.

SUBMITTED
Two local cowboys who competed in Franklin Rodeos - Don 
Wade and Ray “Kid” Marley
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SOUTHERN EXPOSURE MAGAZINE 

PUBLISHER

Trace Alexander’s fi rst 
memory of the Franklin Ro-
deo is from his dad’s shoul-
ders. He was fi ve years old, 
surrounded by his friends, 
looking out over the dirt 
and the lights and the noise 
of it all. That same year, he 
ran in the calf scramble and 
came home with a ribbon. 
He watched the family video 
of it on repeat for the better 
part of a year.

He and his family have 
been back every year since.

Trace grew up in south 
Franklin and went to Battle 
Ground Academy for all thir-
teen years, where he wres-
tled and ran track and won 
two state championships 
along the way. The Alexan-
der name has been part of  
Williamson County for seven 
generations, most recently 
through Alexander Toyota. 
Trace is the fi rst one to do 
something diff erent.

What he did was oatmeal.
It started when he was 

running competitively. He 
learned what every athlete 
eventually learns, which is 
that what you eat fuels how 
you perform and recover. 
What he found on the shelf  
was either bland or loaded 
with sugar. So, he made his 
own.

“When I was trying to be-
come a better athlete, I Goo-
gled “top 10 healthiest foods” 
and oatmeal kept coming 
up,” said Alexander. “I be-
came obsessed because I re-
alized you could make it taste 
really good while still being 
good for you.  Good energy, 
good fi ber, good carbs. But 
when I wanted something 
quick, every store-bought op-
tion was either loaded with 
sugar or tasted like card-
board. I wanted to blend the 
two and make the best tast-
ing oatmeal you’ve ever had 

that’s also actually good for 
you. Once people online kept 
asking to try mine, I knew 
there was something there.”

Alexander even started 
taking pictures and videos of  
his oatmeal creations. Even-
tually gaining millions of fol-
lowers across Instagram and 
TikTok. 

“I started my page Jan-
uary 1st, 2020, as a joke. 
My friends were tired of  
me texting them pictures 
of my oatmeal, so I fi gured 
I’d post them online. Then 
COVID hit, I started shar-
ing more recipes, and about 
nine months in I posted my 
fi rst TikTok. One went viral 
shortly after, and six years 
later I’ve grown to over four 
million followers across plat-
forms.” 

“That set the stage for the 
brand because I’d already 
been the oatmeal guy for 
years. Launching Trace’s 
Oats was a way to put every-
thing I’d learned into one 

product and show people 
that oatmeal can taste good 
and be good for you.”

The result was Trace’s 
Oats, which launched in 2025 
and has been growing ever 
since. High protein, no added 
sugar, and fl avors that taste 
like dessert.

This year, Trace is bring-
ing the brand back to where 
it all started for him. Trace’s 
Oats is sponsoring the mut-
ton busting prelims at the 
75th Annual Franklin Rodeo 
and setting up a booth in the 
fan zone.

The car business was one 
chapter. The oatmeal is the 
next.

“I learned at a young age 
that what you put into some-
thing is what you get out. 
As an athlete, you have to 
show up and get 1% better 
every day, even on the days 
you don’t feel like it. That 
drive translates directly to 
building running a business. 
There are things you don’t 

want to do, things that take 
time, but with consistency 
you see the growth. I’ve al-
ways wanted to start my own 
business because I grew up 
watching my dad and my 
family do it. I was sweeping 
car fl oors and cleaning cars 
for the family business when 
I was a little kid, and that 
work ethic poured into me 
early,” said Alexander.

Find Trace’s Oats in the 
Fan Zone at Ag Expo Park 
during the 75th Annual 
Franklin Rodeo. Come grab 
a sample and see what Trace 
Alexander has built from the 
ground up. 

Find out more by going to 
tracesoats.com and follow 
him on Instagram @eat-
tracesoats.

A New Chapter for the next generation at the Franklin Rodeo

Complimentary Trace’s Oats samples will be available at the 
75th Franklin Rodeo.

Trace Alexander, owner and founder of Trace’s Oats.

    Your Friends at the Williamson County CVB

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
THE FRANKLIN 

RODEO 
ON REACHING 

THIS INCREDIBLE 
MILESTONE! 

As one of Franklin’s most beloved and long-standing traditions, 
you have brought joy and created cherished memories for 
generations. Here’s to many more years of thrilling entertainment, 

and enduring legacy, and a community-centered spirit!

Ed Underwood
State Farm Agent

115 5th Ave N
Franklin, TN 37064
615-771-0700

Congratulations on the 
75th Anniversary of 
the Franklin Rodeo
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