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MULTIBILLION-DOLLAR OPIOID SETTLEMENT

Fund dispersement to be based on local impact
By GEOFF MULVIHILL and
ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The multibillion-dollar settlement that the maker of
OxyContin is negotiating to resolve a
crush of lawsuits over the nation’s opioid
crisis contains formulas for dividing up
the money among state and local governments across the country, The Associated
Press has learned.
The formulas would take into account
several factors, including the distribution of opioids within a given jurisdiction, the number of people who misuse

opioids and the number of overdose
deaths.
Spelling out the way the settlement is
to be split could forestall squabbles over
the money and avoid what some see as
the mistakes made with the hundreds
of billions of dollars received under the
nationwide settlement with Big Tobacco
during the 1990s.
Activists have complained that precious little of the money from the tobacco
industry went toward anti-smoking programs and too much was diverted toward
state budget holes, pensions and other
things unrelated to smoking’s toll.

The formulas
for distributing
funds from the
multibillion-dollar settlement
that the maker
of OxyContin
is negotiating
would take
into account
several factors
for each location.

In the case of the opioid litigation,
some of the plaintiffs have said they
want direct control over the money to
make sure it goes toward treating and
preventing addiction and covering some
of the taxpayer costs associated with the
deadly epidemic, including mental health
services, police calls and foster care for
children of addicts.
Published reports say a proposed $10
billion to $12 billion settlement of the opioid claims with Purdue Pharma is taking
shape.

The Associated
Press
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Firefighters
save church
from total
destruction
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WILLIAMSON — For the second time in less than two years,
members of the Logan Street First
Baptist Church congregation are
praising the efforts of the Williamson Fire Department and surrounding departments for saving their
church from destruction.
A structure fire was reported to
Mingo County 911 early Friday. The
building was located close to two
others — one being the church.
WFD was on scene with three
trucks and nine men. They requested assistance from the Chattaroy
Volunteer Fire Department, who
responded with one tanker and
three firefighters. Manpower was
provided by Matewan Fire Department and Delbarton Volunteer Fire
Department to help battle the blaze.

WILLIAMSON — If you have ever
had aspirations of being a detective,
you will have a chance to test your
skills this weekend as HKL Productions will host an interactive murder
mystery dinner show Saturday evening at the historic Rose G. Smith
Theatre in the former Williamson
High School.
Murder and Merriment, an interactive murder mystery company,
will perform one of their many skits
called “Murder at the Opry.”
Murder and Merriment is located
in Scott Depot, West Virginia, and
was founded by George R. Snider III.
They perform shows all over West
Virginia as well as Kentucky, Ohio,
Virginia and North Carolina.
According to their website, each
Murder and Merriment show has a
cast size of eight to 10 actors who hail
from West Virginia, Kentucky and
Ohio. They perform interactive murder musicals where guests will have
a chance to play Sherlock Holmes by
questioning the suspects and examining clues.
“We are thrilled to have Murder
and Merriment perform for the first
time in Williamson,” said event organizer and theatre volunteer Tonya
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Patrons mingle and check out the classic cars taking part in the Tug Valley Shrine Club Car Show at the Delbarton Homecoming on Saturday.

Celebrating the Delbarton Homecoming
By JARRID McCORMICK
Williamson Daily News
jmccormick@HDMediaLLC.com
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Members of the Williamson Fire
Depar tment and surrounding
departments battle a blaze along
Joseph Avenue in the early morning
hours on Friday in Williamson.

DELBARTON — The Town of
Delbarton saw a large turnout for
the 24th annual Delbarton Homecoming, which spanned four days.
The first Delbarton Homecoming
was held in 1996, and they haven’t
missed a year yet. It is one of the
longest-running homecomings in
the state.
The festivities started Thursday
with the Kiwanis kids fishing tournament along Pigeon Creek near
the Kiwanis Park just past downtown Delbarton. Children ages 14
and under got to test their skills
and see who could haul in the biggest smallmouth bass.
On Friday night, several arts
and crafts and food vendors were
set up starting at noon, and then a
community block party was held at
8:30 p.m. featuring Rick K and the
All Niters.
On Saturday, the Bill Smith
Memorial 5K, hosted by the Tug
Valley Road Runners Club, kicked
off the day and matched their total
from 2018 with 189 runners and
walkers registered.
The Tug Valley Shrine Club
hosted the annual Car Show and
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Several food and arts and crafts vendors were set up at the 24th annual
Delbarton Homecoming on Saturday.
an auction at noon. More than 50
cars of many different styles were
on display. The proceeds from both
the car show and the auction were
donated to the Shriner’s Children
Hospital in both Lexington, Kentucky, and Cincinnati, Ohio.
A parade was held in downtown
at 3 p.m. followed by a community
fish fry before the Bluegrass Music
started humming between 6-8 p.m.
On Sunday to wrap up the event,
a community feast was held from

6-7 p.m. before patrons went inside
the Delbarton Opry House for kids
night.
Several different Burch High
School Class Reunions were also
held during the annual homecoming event including the classes of
1963, 1974, 1986 and 1991.
According to Albert Totten,
president of the Delbarton Homecoming planning committee, work
has already begun for next year’s
Delbarton Homecoming.
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Visit williamsondailynews.com and visit us
on facebook to share your thoughts at
facebook.com/thewilliamsondailynews
SUBSCRIBE: 304-235-4242

THANK YOU!
… to everyone who supports
local journalism and subscribes to the Williamson Daily
News. We appreciate you.
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