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435 Hamilton Street

Allentown, Pa. 18101

Council Chambers6:15 PMWednesday, April 19, 2023

Public Hearing

Public Hearing Format, April 19, 6:15 PM to 6:30 PM

The President of Council calls the Public Hearing to order.

Roll Call is taken.

The President of Council explains the purpose of the Public Hearing

The purpose of this meeting is to take public testimony on the possible adoption of  an 

Ordinance amending the Zoning Code of the City of Allentown, Section 660.70.B of the 

Zoning Ordinance by allowing “entertainment venue signs” for structures within the 

B-2 Central Business District that primarily provide for live entertainment uses for 500 or 

more customers at a time, currently allowed on buildings fronting Hamilton Street 

between 5th Street and 6th Street. The text amendment will expand the allowable 

locations of “entertainment venue signs” to also be allowable if located fronting on 

Hamilton Streets between 9th and 10th Streets within the B-2 Central Business District 

as fully described within the proposed zoning text amendment filed with the city. 

City Council’s Community and Economic Development Committee met on Wednesday, 

March 22, 2023, on the proposal. The petitioner explained the zoning proposal 

submitted by City Center. City Staff and the Planning Commission supported the 

proposal with a modification noted below that was advertised. An amendment will need 

to be made this evening when the bill is under  consideration at the full council meeting.
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A proposed modification to the petition will be considered that adds a regulation to 

such signs under the same Section that will read as follows: (d) Such sign may include 

blinking, flashing, electronically changing or animated displays, that do not shine 

directly onto existing residential uses and are dimmable in accordance with §660-66.R.6, 

with such displays not being restricted by § 660-67C.

The Public Hearing was advertised in the Morning Call on April 3 and 10, 2023. Zoning 

posted the property.

The purpose of the meeting is for comments from the public on the proposal. Members 

of the public may come up to the podium and give statements in support or opposition 

to the proposal, please state your name and address.  

Take Public Comments: 

At the conclusion of the comments provided there are any, the President of City Council 

states the record is now closed and the matter will be deliberated and voted on at 

tonight’s regularly scheduled City Council Meeting.

Roll Call

                                                                  NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

            Notice is hereby given that the Allentown City Council will consider for possible 

adoption an Ordinance amending the Zoning Code of the City of Allentown, Section 

660.70.B of the Zoning Ordinance by allowing “entertainment venue signs” for 

structures within the B-2 Central Business District that primarily provide for live 

entertainment uses for 500 or more customers at a time, currently allowed on buildings 

fronting Hamilton Street between 5th Street and 6th Street. The text amendment will 

expand the allowable locations of “entertainment venue signs” to also be allowable if 

located fronting on Hamilton Streets between 9th and 10th Streets within the B-2 Central 

Business District as fully described within the proposed zoning text amendment filed 

with the city. A proposed modification to the petition will be considered that adds a 

regulation to such signs under the same Section that will read as follows: (d) Such sign 

may include blinking, flashing, electronically changing or animated displays, that do not 

shine directly onto existing residential uses and are dimmable in accordance with 

§660-66.R.6, with such displays not being restricted by § 660-67C. 

          City Council will consider the foregoing at a Public Hearing on Wednesday, April 

19, 2023, at 6:15 PM in Council Chambers, 435 Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA 18101. 

Copies of the full text of this Ordinance are available on the city website and to any 

interested party for examination and copying at cost at the City Clerk’s Office or for 

inspection during regular business hours at the offices of this newspaper and the 

Lehigh County Department of Law. City Council may adopt this amendment to the 

Zoning Ordinance at the regularly scheduled Council Meeting at 6:30 pm immediately 

following this Public Hearing.
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Bill 1    Community and Economic Development Committee Meeting - forwarded favorably 

with a proposed amendment: 

Section 660-70.B.5.d to include the following phrase :

“Such sign may include blinking, flashing, electronically changing or animated displays, 

that do not shine directly onto existing residential uses and are dimmable in accordance 

with §660-66.R.6........

Amending the Zoning Code of the City of Allentown, Section 1319.07.B.5 of the Zoning 

Ordinance by allowing ‘entertainment venue signs” for structures that primarily provide for 

live entertainment uses for 500 or more customers at a time, currently allowed on buildings 

fronting Hamilton Street between 5th Street and 6th Street to include structures between 

9th and 10th Streets.
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Bill 1 - Entertainment Venue fv

Bill 1 - with proposed amendment

Staff Report to Council   TextAmend EntertainmentVenueSigns            03 17 23

ACPC actions    TextAmendEntertainmentSigns             03.14.23

LVPC Report Entertainment Venue Signs

Bill Entertainment Venue Signs

City Center Petition to Amend Zoning Ordinance Entertainment Venue Signs (12-7-2022)

Letter re Petition to Amend Zoning Ordinance (12-7-2022)

Proposed Petition for Zoning Amendment (signage) (DM 10-13-2022 Draft)

Letter re Petition to Amend Zoning Ordinance - City Center Investment Corporation's Rezoning Request Petition (12-7-2022)

City Center Petition to Amend Zoning Ordinance (12-7-2022)

939 W.Hamilton Street - Entertainment Venue

County of Lehigh Department of Law Receipt - Bill 1 Entertainment Venue Signs

Letter from the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission regarding Entertainment Venue Signs

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) I

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) II

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) III

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) IV

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) V

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) VI

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) VII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) VIII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) VIIII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) X

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XI

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XIII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XIIII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XV

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XVI

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XVII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XVIII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XVIIII

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XX

Entertainment Venue Signs Posting (900 block of Hamilton St) XXI

Attachments:

Legislative History 

3/22/23 Community and Economic 

Development Committee

approved
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https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=19283b90-96c1-4339-94d9-ef51c0d1d30a.docx
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=66c242c4-1093-4687-bbf3-310db6dd3efa.docx
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=eb2e8a4f-2797-4056-b593-26cefc649ab7.docx
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=bc7609df-b551-4ee7-9590-94e61e48b83e.docx
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b6020fbe-b43f-40b3-b93f-7fe9ab23b0a9.pdf
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=23e002de-22eb-431f-bd7a-dd4711f75931.doc
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a82aa2f4-574d-4326-b5a2-f559d3067e38.pdf
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d56f25c9-bc7f-4671-aa58-0c5d7bec5978.pdf
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=162ff373-a678-4e31-b4a0-07f39c774333.docx
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5982d8ad-2f8f-49d3-b264-7b4478d07c4c.pdf
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a48adeb3-e3fb-4cc4-96d6-62cdaae3eb5e.pdf
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7cad8841-3e58-43e6-983e-054f7740f647.docx
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7e8ea477-a4ac-4817-8eb1-7f49352b756b.pdf
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=48258997-7a38-4d22-87e2-490ec1d2abe9.pdf
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d22a7abe-55f3-432b-9e65-b8f76bc09e49.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=48d32324-78da-4224-bd92-98539fd97565.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ce63cea4-53c0-45de-8263-f5aada558fbf.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c32892ac-14a5-4ca9-bfc5-6b5859595d48.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f848ace7-c200-4cc4-8bea-be3d78cc26ef.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3ece631e-be1f-4a9d-a6b6-035ea771460f.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4b176f16-31ad-413c-b19f-c8395021c734.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4562e7d2-4a66-493a-82ff-2998bf032ad2.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b381f127-b6c2-4c66-a491-818047ecb1d9.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=015d9977-e186-4ec4-90e7-da241f87c612.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7172ea0e-5dbd-4605-8bc2-c001ed18b3df.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cd036a53-0dbd-4ec1-8445-a6e5eb230252.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4b976f51-97b1-4e44-92fe-f140a4a19563.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1e99e26e-cc3a-417d-a8d8-83673ffa71de.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c7b598f5-bd53-4f28-bc27-cc793f4f58ee.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=0b67871d-562d-46fd-83f8-f161d5e6fc22.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=70f20305-3c57-44cd-982c-1b1864ca03be.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b1d14855-1eb6-49ba-8384-f47eca0082ad.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e0d878fe-39e8-42e6-8583-eff839bc403b.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d963c979-a559-4400-b2e6-ad06bdfcd700.JPG
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5880fc10-4250-482e-865f-4610e6d89152.JPG
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ADJOURN

Council meetings are held on the first and third Wednesday of each month beginning at 6:30 pm in Council 

Chambers.  For copies of the agenda or meeting announcements, please visit our website at www.allentownpa.gov  

or contact the Clerk at Michael.Hanlon@allentownpa.gov to receive an email notice of the meetings.
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