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January 2, 1920 – July 22, 2019

Vere Frank Hafen of Gustine, one of 
the last members of the greatest gener-
ation, passed away peacefully on July 
22, 2019 at Bethany Home in Ripon, at 
the age of 99.  He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Elda Mattos Hafen, parents 
Frank and Ivie Hafen, sister Leah Hafen 
Huff and brothers, Banard Hafen, Kay 
Hafen, and Darrel Hafen.

He is survived by his son, Paul Hafen 
(Lynn) of Walnut Creek, his daugh-
ter Mary Rogers (James) of Gustine; 
grandchildren Danielle Rogers of Davis, 
Kelly Netherton (Tim) of  Walnut 
Creek, Mark Hafen (Kayla) of Walnut 
Creek; Kelly and Mark’s mother, Sue 
(J.B.) Benit; great-grandchildren, Brady 
Netherton, Kendall Netherton, Riley 
Netherton, Bodhi Hafen, Isla Hafen and 
extended family, Alex Transue (Sam), 
Rob Bijl (Jennifer), and  Zac, Leah and 
Mason Transue.  

Vere was born in Santa Clara, Utah 

on January 2, 1920.  He grew up in 
Washington, Utah and graduated from 
Dixie High School in 1938.  After grad-
uation from high school, he worked as a 
truck driver in Santa Clara and later for 
the Union Pacific Railroad in Las Vegas, 
before enlisting in the army on March 
14, 1942.  Before he left the states to 
join combat forces in Rome, where he 
served in artillery, he was stationed 
briefly in Fort Ord.  While there, he 
attended a dance at the Coconut Grove 
Ballroom in Santa Cruz, and it was 
there that he met the love of his life, 
Elda Mattos.  During wartime, as so 
many couples did, they conducted a 
long-distance romance by exchanging 
letters for the next 3½ years.  He re-
turned home in November of 1945 and 
put a ring on his girl’s finger, and they 
were married a few short weeks later.  
He then took over managing the walnut 
orchard on the family homestead, and 

in the late 1950s planted another walnut 
orchard on 40 acres he acquired on 
Netherton Road.  He continued farm-
ing walnuts up into his late 80s.  The 
entire time he was farming, up until 
retirement age, he also worked full time 
as a boiler operator for Avoset, which 
later became Foremost Dairies.  Mr. 
Hafen re-defined the work ethic.  He 
was a very kind, decent, and generous 
man who always looked for ways to 
help people.  In the hearts and minds of 
those who loved him, there was not and 
will never be another like him.

Private services will be conducted at 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints in Crows Landing, California on 
August 1, 2019, followed by interment 
at Hills Ferry Cemetery in Newman, 
California.  The family requests that 
remembrances be sent to the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 
Crows Landing.


