
Virginia Marie 

(Marcella) Amaral, 

a wife, mother, 

grandmother, great-

grandmother and sister, 

passed away peacefully on January 8, 2021 at the 

age of 85 in Modesto, CA. 

She was a lifelong resident of Gustine. 

In 1952, Virginia met the love of her life, 

Willie, while roller-skating. In 1953 she 

graduated from Gustine High School and 

married Willie on October 4, 1953. They 

continued to live in Gustine, where they started 

their family.

She worked several years at Patterson Frozen 

Foods, followed by Avoset Food Corp. for 22 

years. For the last two years, Virginia lived in 

Modesto at The Gate of Beautiful, a senior 

residential care home where she was lovingly 

cared for until her passing.

Over the years Virginia enjoyed traveling 

with her husband to car shows, where they 

showed their 1927 Model T street rod, which 

won numerous awards.  She enjoyed cooking, 

watching game shows, doing word search 

and spending time with her children and 

grandchildren.  By and far her favorite hobby was 

playing bingo at Our Lady of Miracles Catholic 

School in Gustine, where she was a regular at the 

weekly games for almost 40 years.  

She was a VFW Auxiliary Life Member and 

an OLM Parishioner.

Virginia was preceded in death by her 

husband of 54 years, William Amaral.

She is survived by her children, Alvin Amaral 

(Janice) and RoseAnn Gomes (Tim);  four 

grandchildren, Adam Amaral (April), Jennifer 

Carter (Baraka), and Jeanette and Jordynne 

Gomes; three great-grandchildren, Payton and 

Meika Carter and Aven Amaral; and her sister, 

Anna Jean Forcum.

A Visitation will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 10 

a.m., followed by a Rosary at 10 a.m., Monday, 

January 25
th

 at Hillview Funeral Chapel in 

Gustine.

A private graveside service will be held in San 

Joaquin Valley National Cemetery, Santa Nella.

In lieu of flowers, remembrances may be made 

to Our Lady of Miracles Catholic School in 

Gustine.

Services conducted by Hillview Funeral 

Chapel, Gustine.
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