
WESTLAKE

After 30 years, Portables 
Gift Shop will close
By SAMANTHA ANN ILLIUS

Portables, the well-loved gift 

shop inside Westlake Porter Public 

Library, is closing.

The gift shop is holding a going-

out-of-business sale that began Jan. 

2 with all items marked down to 

half price. The discount percentage 

will continue to rise by 10% weekly 

until all items are sold or until the 

store closes Jan. 31, whichever 

comes first. 
This week, all items are marked 

60% off, next week, they will be 
70% off. Portables Manager Barbara 
Gauthier says she is unsure whether 

or not the shop will offer a deeper 
discount than 70%. 

Portables is closing because it is 

unsustainable, said Gauthier, who 

has chosen to step down as manager. 

“It brought the whole picture to the 

forefront of how they manage the 

store, and it was not sustainable.” 

Porter’s spokesperson Elaine 

FAIRVIEW PARK

Plans continue for safe 
student routes to school
By BRIAN GEORGE 

The school board discussed up-

dating its 10-year-old Safe Routes to 

School Plan at the Dec. 20 meeting.

Julie Walcoff, the Senior Planner 
at Toole Design, gave a 30-minute 

PowerPoint presentation and used 

blueprints to explain what areas 
along school routes need to be 

improved.

The  p l an  i s  des igned  to 

make walking and bicycling to 

school a more appealing way of 

transportation and encourage a 

healthier lifestyle from an early age.

“Right now, we are working with 

the city of Fairview Park, the school 

district and the Ohio Department of 

Education to identify areas that still 

need development,” Otter said in 

an interview last week. “With the 

plan focusing a lot on the middle 

schools and high schools, there 

will be sidewalks, signage and pos-

sible crosswalks added. Thankfully, 
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CONSIDERING CREMATION?
To serve you better, we are a full service funeral 

home with a crematory onsite.

www.bognerfamilyfuneralhome.com
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AVON LAKE

Existing open business spaces becoming scarce
By MEGAN McSWEENEY

The city may be reaching the 
build-out of its existing available 
commercial areas with the addition  
of two new businesses set to open 
in the first quarter of 2023.

Dirte Pi, a pizza restaurant, and 

Las Margaritas, a Mexican food 
restaurant, are small businesses 

preparing to open after moving into 

their new buildings last year.

Las Margaritas is at 519 Avon 

Belden Road in the old Burger 
King building. The restaurant is 

owned by Rogelio Hernandez, who 

owns a number of local Mexican 
restaurants including the two Si 

Señor restaurants and El Jalapeños 

in Lakewood. 
Dirte Pi has moved into 146 Lear 

Road, where Ridge Cleaners oper-
ated before it moved to Pin Oak 
Parkway. The Dirte Pi team declined 
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Pool Pirates
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Rocky River High School’s swim team is one of the best in the Westshore area. Last year, the Pirates finished second in the 
state, and hope to repeat that feat in the state meet in March. Last week, the boys and girls teams defeated Fairview Park to 
run their Great Lakes Conference record to 8-0. See swim results in sports.


