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BAY VILLAGE

Glowing tribute
Artwork provides bright 
spot for class of 2020

By ALEX KAMCZYC

The striking bright neon graffiti mural 
honoring Bay High School’s Class of 2020 
has become a new attraction in Bay Village. 
With popular video game characters like 
Mario and Donkey Kong and a row of five 
black lights illuminating the painting at 
night, it’s not hard to see why.

The 60-foot-long, 9-foot-high mural 
at Bay Middle School features all 218 
graduating seniors and was made by inmates 
from the Grafton Correctional Institution. 
Community members can view the mural 
through mid-August.

The project was created through an art 
program sponsored by Kent State University, 
Oberlin College and Baldwin Wallace 
University. Four inmates designed and cre-
ated the wall using $900 worth of materials 

Photos by Alex Kamczyc

In light of Bay High School canceling this year’s prom and after prom, a plan to honor the Class of 2020 with a black-light 
mural at Bay Middle School took on a deeper meaning.

NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Corn Festival called off but 
line up for ‘a-maize-ing’ deal
By JEFF GALLATIN

Organ ize r s  o f  the  Nor th 
Ridgeville Corn Festival are of-
fering a sweet deal to help make 
up for canceling this year’s festival 
because of COVID-19.

The festival committee will give 
away a bag of six ears of sweet corn 
to the first 200 cars in a distribution 
line set up at the North Ridgeville 
Shady Drive Park Complex off 
Sugar Ridge Road from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on Thursday, Tuesday 
and Aug. 6. 

“We wanted to do something to 
show people who normally attend 
the festival that we’re thinking of 
them, so we decided to give away 
some corn,” said John Butkowski, 

president of the corn festival 
committee.

The committee bought the sweet 
corn from Fenik’s Sweet Corn, 
the distributor it uses for the Corn 
Festival. 

“People really enjoy it, so we 
thought it would at least give people 
a chance to get a taste of the corn 
even without the festival taking 
place this year,” Butkowski said.

The committee will give away 
200 bags of corn each night, with 
each car getting one bag. If the 
bags run out before 8:30 p.m., the 
distribution will stop for the night.

With COVID-19 causing many 
people to be out of work, or working 

ROCKY RIVER

Filtration system clears air 
at Rocky River schools
By ALEX KAMCZYC

Students in the Rocky River City 
School District will be able to wake up 
and smell the clean air as they return to 
school buildings amid the pandemic. 

The school board unanimously 
approved on July 20 a $455,387 
project to install ultraviolet light 
filtration systems in every district 
building. Work on the Clean Air 
Project is expected to begin as soon 
as possible and last for eight weeks. 
The first day of school is Aug. 31.

“This is an important project for 
the district to help create a safer 
school and work environment for 
students and staff,” said spokes-
person Greg Murphy, noting that 
the project is aimed at cleaning 

the school’s air and removing the 
possibility of COVID-19 spreading.

The project is being done by Trane 
U.S. Inc, which specializes in HVAC 
systems and is being paid for from the 
district’s capital expense fund. The 
district purchased this system based on 
the approval of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Murphy said.

There are three types of UV light 
that range from harmless to danger-
ous. This system will use UVC light , 
which can eradicate genetic material. 
The filters will use this short-wave 
UV light to remove airborne patho-
gens and microorganisms that pass 
through each system.

“Think of it as a circle,” Sam 
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