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BAY VILLAGE

Crowds look skyward to catch 
glimpse of NEOWISE comet
By ALEX KAMCZYC

Up and down the Lake Erie shore, but especially 
at Huntington Beach and Cahoon Park, crowds 
have been gathering at dusk and after dark, their 
eyes focused on the horizon hoping to catch a 
glimpse of a once-in-seven-millennia comet 
soaring above them.

“Being able to see a comet with your own eye 
gives the community a sense of what’s going on 
in our solar system,” said Lake Erie Nature & 

Science Center planetary specialist Bill Reed. 
“This is kind of an abstract about how the solar 
system works and how things move in space. It 
makes it feel more real to people.”

Called NEOWISE, the comet is orbiting around 
the sun and will not be spotted again for 6,800 
years. It was most visible around July 3, and as 
the month progresses will be seen higher and 
higher above the horizon, right below the Big 
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A group of star gazers gathered at Huntington Beach last week in hopes to see 
the NEOWISE comet. The comet’s tail is composed of small particles that point 
away from the sun. The tail is leading the comet as it orbits away from the sun. 

WESTSHORE

High-speed 
chases pose 
potential threat
By JEFF GALLATIN

Avon Lake resident Mike Wallace got scared 
when he saw cars roaring by his Lake Road 
home at high speeds the morning  of July 13.

 “They were easily going over 100 mph,” 
Wallace said. “I saw two Lorain police cars, 
two Lorain County sheriff’s deputies cars and 
two grayish type SUVs all going by, with some 
of them swerving in and out on the road. My 
wife was out jogging on the road and my first 
thought is my wife is out there jogging. Where 
is she while they were doing this?”

 Wallace also was concerned because his 
children were with him. 

“If we had taken just a couple steps out 
toward that roadway as they were going by, 
those cars could have killed us at the speed they 
were going,” Wallace said. “It’s a residential 
two-lane road and there are children and 
people on bicycles out on it. Any of them 
could have been hit.” 

The police cruisers were in pursuit of a 

AVON

City council moves 
with caution on 
multi-purpose trail
By MICHELE MURPHY

In response to questions from residents and 
council members, Avon City Council decided 
to have three full readings before authorizing 
$50,000 in engineering work to develop a $1.4 
million 10-foot-wide walking-biking trail along 
the entirety of French Creek on the city’s West 
Side. The second reading will be Aug. 10.

The trail is part of a plan in conjunction with 
Sheffield Village and Lorain County Metro 
Parks, with funding through the Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency’s 
Transportation for Livable Communities 
Initiative, to create safe walking and biking 
pathways throughout the region. It will be 
the first of its kind in Avon. Residents have 
expressed interest in seeing the city develop 
more walking-biking paths in the city.

The proposed trail would be buffered by 
6 to 8 feet of tree lawn to keep pedestrians 
separated from cars and trucks.

Council planned to pass the ordinance July 
13 to get the project started, something most 
council members and Mayor Bryan Jensen 
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