
NORTH OLMSTED

Dispatch services to 
be moved out of city  
By SAMANTHA ANN ILLIUS

More than 100 residents and 

concerned area citizens showed 

up last week to a North Olmsted 

City Council meeting. Attendees 

were upset at plans to consolidate 

police and fire dispatch services 
away from the city and turn it over 
to Bedford-based Chagrin Valley 

Dispatch. 

The city currently has 15 dis-

patchers, all members of The Ohio 

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
(OPBA).

Their protests, which lasted more 

than 90 minutes, fell on deaf ears. 

Council voted 4-3 to approve the 
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FAIRVIEW PARK

Police use evidence to make arrest of suspect
By BRIAN LOVE

Michael Freshwater was at his 

Fairview Park home a little before 6 
p.m. July 1 with his girlfriend when 

there was a knock at his door. 

Opening it, Freshwater was greeted 

by several members of the Fairview 

Park Police Department 
holding a search warrant. 

Just 15 hours earlier, 
while people would soon 
be preparing to celebrate 
Independence Day week-
end, a suspect fitting 
Freshwater’s description 

wrote racist comments on 
Color+ Youth Center on 
Lorain Road. The person 
then threw a brick through 
a window at a Black Lives 
Matter sign.

Freshwater was in hot 
water.

Police arrested Freshwater, 30, 
after they found potential evidence 
tying him to the incident. He ap-
peared in Rocky River Municipal 
Court July 5 on charges of vandalism 
and violating a temporary restraining 
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LORAIN COUNTY

Mayors work on inspection 
plan for Ford expansion  
By ZACH PERRIN 

The mayors of Avon Lake, 
Sheffield Village and Sheffield Lake 
have been meeting about who will 
be in charge of building inspection 

when the Ford Motor Co. plant 

expands.  

Ford announced last month that it 

will invest $1.5 billion and expand 
its Avon Lake assembly plant to 

build new commercial electric 

vehicles. Work is expected to start 
this year.

In the past, Avon Lake building 
department officials handled inspec-

tion of new construction at the Ford 

plant. But the contract has expired 

and the mayors need to figure out 
who will do the inspection for this 

Restaurant owner burned in house fire
Dan Deagan, owner of several popular food establishments in Lakewood and Cleveland, suffered severe burns last week in 
a blaze that destroyed his home. Jackie Ramey, his partner, was in the basement of the home when the fire broke out and 
safely escaped with their two dogs. The state fire marshal labeled the fire accidental. Westlake Fire Department has released 
limited information about the fire and no updates have been issued about Deagan’s condition. 
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