
INS IDE

April 1, 2020 · $1

Volume 79 / Number 16

Ohio News Media Association 2019 Newspaper of the Year, Division C                  Since 1959

Covering coronavirus

Social distancing 

Residents settle into new 

realities at home. A8

Pandemic 
progression A look at 

the spread of COVID-19 in 

March. A9

Food giveaway Rocky 

River Businesses’ giveaway 

a recipe for success. A10

Our communities

Avon Lake David brings 

career and ‘mom’ experience 

to council post. A3

Fairview Park Work 

still planned on Gemini 

Center and roads. A7

North Olmsted  

Suspect returns to purse 

snatching hours after 

release. A7

Rocky River  City 

prepares for water main 

work on Story Road. A2

Westlake District 

reaches agreement with firm 

for final costs. A2

Sports

Wrestling Athletes 

grapple with decision to 

cancel tournament. A12

Index
ClaSSIfIEDS, A14-16

EDItorIal, A4

polICE blottEr, A6 

SportS, A12-13

JAMES MILLER 

of HOWARD HANNA  

Your Premier 

Real Estate Agent

Cell: (440) 222-0403

jamesmiller@howardhanna.com

facebook.com/jamesmillerrealtor

James Miller

38381 Chester Rd. • Avon • 

Largest Selection of Liquor • Wine • Mixes • Lottery
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36625 CENTER RIDGE RD., NORTH RIDGEVILLE

The Bogner Family is proud to have served the area 
for over 55 years (440) 327-2955

CONSIDERING CREMATION?
To serve you better, we are a full service funeral 

home with a crematory onsite.

www.bognerfamilyfuneralhome.com

AVON LAKE

Senior-living facility 

surrounded by love 

with Honks for Hugs
By MICHELE MURPHY

What began as a little idea became a huge 
show of love and support for residents of Avon 
Lake’s Independence Village during Honks 
for Hugs last week.

As many as 50 cars, trucks and SUVs drove 
slowly around the facility’s perimeter on 
March 23, honking and waving at senior 
residents stuck inside without visitors to ward 
off spread of  the coronavirus, or COVID-19, 
the respiratory illness that has overtaken the 
world and is particularly deadly.

Cars began to form a line for the 1 p.m. 
event 15 minutes early. The first car provided 
a glimpse of the happy treat that was about to 
overtake the glum weather and discouraging 
news of the day.

Paul Johnson festooned his big SUV with 
blinking Christmas lights while his wife, 
Mary, dressed like a Christmas elf, popped 
out of their vehicle’s sunroof while waving 
a small American flag. Paul’s sister, Vickie, 
was poised from the back seat to display one 
of the family’s two handmade signs while the 

WESTSHORE

Bulk and yard 
waste pickup 
suspended in 
communities
By MICHELE MURPHY

Republic Services notified several West 
Life communities late last week that it was 
suspending bulk and yard waste pickup until 
further notice. Trash and recycling will continue 
as scheduled. The change went into effect 
Monday for Avon, Bay Village, Fairview 
Park, North Olmsted, North Ridgeville and 
Sheffield Village.

Sheffield Lake Service Superintendent Pat 
Hastings said the city had not received a letter 
or call  from Republic, which also provides 
service there.

In a letter, Republic said its decision was 
made in the face of COVID-19 spread and 
the desire to keep employees and residents 
as safe as possible. The move will allow 
employees to remain in their trucks. They use 
automated hydraulic arms to lift garbage cans 
while collecting regular trash and recyclables.

Turn to Waste on Page 2

Turn to Honk on Page 10

Bay Village knows 
there's more than one 
way to stay entertained 
during a pandemic. 
Last week, 22 families 
throughout the city 
competed in Bay 
Window Stories, a 
decorating competition. 
Each family pitched in 
$10 and the top three 
were awarded gift cards 
to a restaurant of their 
choosing. Top prizes 
went to Katie Amburgy 
and her  wild children, 
above, $110, Marie 
Wynne Lowther and 
her OSU bound senior 
$55, Susanne Meabon 
Bendoraitis and her fun 
pirate crew, left, $55.

Laughs during lockdown
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