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Sisters Eliza, who turns 6 today, and Sadie, 10, both of Bay Village, enjoy the beauty of the blooming flowers in the Prayers 
From Maria Sunflower Field on Sept. 2. The field runs for about a mile parallel to Interstate 90 in Avon. The annual blooms cel-
ebrate the life and legacy of Maria McNamara, daughter of Ed and Megan McNamara. Maria was diagnosed with a glioma on 
April 1, 2006. She died of the fast-growing cancer in 2007 at the age of 7. Prayers From Maria was started by the McNamaras 
to raise money to find a cure for childhood gliomas. Entrance to the field is free, but donations are accepted.

Prayers From Maria Sunflower Field blooms in Avon

NORTH OLMSTED

Lorain Road Levin Furniture store to close
By CHRIS VOLOSCHUK

The reacquisition of Levin Furniture 
by Robert Levin in July saved the 
Pittsburgh-based company and an 
estimated 1,200 jobs in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. But a consolidation 

means that two of its locations, includ-

ing the one at 23250 Lorain Road in 

North Olmsted, will close permanently 

before the end of the year, bringing the 

number of stores down to 19.

Levin announced Aug. 31 that the 

North Olmsted site and the Montrose 

store in Summit County would start 

store liquidation sales Sept. 3, with deep 

discounts on everything from home decor 

to mattresses to area rugs. Products will 

be available for pickup or delivery.

The closing of the two locations 
comes after Levin bought the company 
back from Art Van, who purchased it in 
2017, and was set to file for bankruptcy 
in March. The sale was finalized in July. 

LORAIN COUNTY

Commissioner urges patience with recycling center
By MICHELE MURPHY

The good feelings one gets from 
cleaning the garage or basement 
have been dashed with residents 
waiting in long, slow lines at Lorain 
County’s Solid Waste Center in 

Elyria. Frustrated, they took to 

social media to decry long waits 

and demand more service hours to 

whittle down the wait times.

County commissioners closed 

the center at 540 S. Abbe Road in 

March, when stay-at-home orders 

provided many families free time to 

tackle basement clutter and unused 

or broken items in the garage or 

yard. The closure left residents with 

nowhere to take items that are not 

collected by waste management 
services like Republic or Kimble. 

Commissioner Matt Lundy 
acknowledged that lines and wait 
times were long when the center 
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