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AVON

Bendix deal 
gives benefits 
to city schools
By TOM CORRIGAN

The deal to relocate the North American 

headquarters of Bendix Commercial Vehicle 

Systems is complete a little more than six years 

after the company first announced a move 
from Elyria to a 60-acre site on Chester Road.

City Council recently unanimously approved 
an agreement with the Avon Local School 
District, awarding the district at least 50% of 

the amount of taxes the school district would 

have collected from Bendix if the company 
and the city had not reached an agreement on 

a 90% 14-year property tax abatement.

The deal will add at least $550,000 to 

$600,000 to district coffers yearly.
“We are very appreciative that the city always 

NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Local photographer 
creates 360-degree 
panoramas of Mars
By TOM CORRIGAN 

NASA land rover Perseverance landed 
on Mars late last month. The rover almost 
immediately began sending back pictures of 
the planet’s surface.

North Ridgeville’s Mark Madere looked at 
the shots and figured he could do better. He 
took the photos, loaded them into his computer 
and using a specialized program, hoped to turn 
them into an interactive 360-degree panorama.

“And it worked,” Madere said. “I thought 
‘This is cool. I wonder why NASA doesn’t 
do this.’”

He added some NASA photos of stars and 
galaxies to augment the Martian sky, explaining 
that the real photos of the Martian sky tend to 
be dark, with no stars or other objects visible.

Madere readily admits his sky is not the sky 
you would see if you were standing on Mars.

“Maybe if you were standing on Mars with 
a telescope you might see something like I put 
together,” he said.

It took Madere about seven hours to put 
together the Mars panorama, including time 
to pick out the photos he used.

Madere’s interest in space and NASA goes 
back to when he was a youngster.

“I’ve just always been fascinated by it all,” 
he said, even mentioning he at one point hoped 
to be an astronaut.

“Obviously, I never did that, but I’ve just 

ROCKY RIVER

Protest planned over decisions 
concerning high school incident
By ALEX KAMCZYC

Emotions are running high in Rocky River 
over the decision last week by the city’s police 
department that no criminal charges would be 

filed against six suspended teachers embroiled 
in a video and texting incident.

April LaRow, a Rocky River resident and 
parent of three students at Kensington Elementary 

School, is organizing a protest to begin at 2 p.m. 

Thursday against the decision and what she deems 

a lack of transparency by school officials. The 
protest will be in front of the Rocky River  Board 
of Education offices, 1101 Morewood Parkway. 
As of Monday at press time, about 25 people had 

shown interest in attending the demonstration. 

The Rocky River School Board is scheduled to 
hold two executive session meetings to discuss 
the investigation and the teachers’ fate, one on 
Tuesday (after the West Life print deadline for 
this edition) and one on Thursday.

“The community does not have confidence that 
the district will handle this properly,” Coleman, 

45, said. “We want to send a message to the 

district that something needs to be done. This 

is unacceptable.”

The controversy started in early March when 
a video inadvertently recorded at the end of a 
Zoom class was sent out. It was of two teachers 

from the high school talking about a text thread 

“on the third Day, He rose again”
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Bendix’s North American headquar-
ters on Chester Road is slated for 
completion near the end of this year.

Photo by Nadine Forthofer Bluemel

As Holy Week works its way toward the celebration of Easter, sunrise takes on 
special meaning. This sunrise was photographed by Nadine Forthofer Bluemel at 
the railroad tracks between Westlake and Bay Village at Dover Center Road.


