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NORTH OLMSTED

Elected officials aim to forgo pay raises in 2022
By CHRIS VOLOSCHUK

North Olmsted Mayor Kevin 

Kennedy, his two top directors and 

four ward City Council members are 

considering giving up their raises in 

2022 and 2023 because of the financial 

hardship brought on by COVID-19.

An ordinance introduced at City 

Council’s Nov. 17 meeting aims to 

change the raise structure that would 

begin during the next term, which would 

include 2% increases in ‘22 and ‘23, 

followed by 2.5% in ‘24 and 2% in ‘25. 

If passed by the end of the year, only 

those final two raises would remain. 
Besides Kennedy, the salary 

freeze would affect Finance Director 

Carrie Copfer, Law Director Michael 

Gareau and council members Lou 

Brossard (Ward 1), Chris Glassburn 

(Ward 2), Paul Schumann (Ward 3) 

and Mary Ellen Hemann (Ward 4). 

They will each receive a 2% 

NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

School costs up, but operating levy unlikely in near future
By TOM CORRIGAN 

The school district will have some 

serious financial discussions next year.
The last time voters approved a 

tax levy to give the school district 

more money was in 2013.

Superintendent Roxann Ramsey-

Caserio said the district made a 

promise to voters seven years ago 

that it would not ask for new money 

for 10 years, and that school officials 
intend to keep that promise.

While district revenues are going 

up, enrollment is going up too, and 

the district’s financial picture is not 
looking pretty, district Treasurer 

Michael Pissini told the school board 

during his five-year financial forecast 

presentation at a meeting in late 

November.

The good news is that more money 

is coming in from ever-increasing 

residential development along 

ROCKY RIVER

Merry & bright
Family spreads holiday cheer, giving spirit

By ALEX KAMCZYC

Katie Kuhn and her family have 

set up a 5,600-light display and food 

drive for the Rocky River Food 

Assistance Program in front of their 

home at 22449 Bartlett Drive. 

“I think there’s a lot more people who 

are in need of food and supplies this year 

than any other year,” the Rocky River 

resident said. “The community has always 

supported us so we wanted to give back.”

Photos courtesy Katie Kuhn

Katie and Kenny Kuhn and children, Abby and Mason, set up 
their Christmas display at the beginning of November and 
spent two weeks preparing for their food drive for the Rocky 
River Assistance Program.
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