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Whooooo’s ready for Spring?

NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

North Ridge Tennis Club may rise 

from the ashes into new rec center
By TOM CORRIGAN

A  former member and now owner of the 

shuttered North Ridge Tennis Club on Mills 

Creek Lane hopes to resurrect the fi re-damaged 
facility as both a tennis club and recreation center.

“What I hope to do if I can put it all together is 

to have some type of recreation center for North 

Ridgeville there, which would include tennis, 

pickleball, basketball, volleyball. … Everything 

that the city doesn’t have right now indoors,” said 

Mike Boukzam, a Brooklyn-based contractor.
Boukzam was in front of the city Board of Zoning 

and Building Appeals late last month asking for 

three variances that would separate the tennis club 

from the neighboring North Ridge Indoor Golf.

Photo by Nadine Forthofer Bluemel

This wise old Barred Owl is heavily camouflaged, but photographer Nadine 
Forthofer Bluemel was able to snap his picture as he blinks his way sleepily into 
Spring.  The Barred Owl, also known as the northern barred owl, striped owl or, 
more informally, hoot owl, is a North American large species of owl. Barred Owls 
live year-round in mixed forests of large trees, often near water.  

AVON LAKE

Area facing 
impacts if Ford 
eliminates new 
product line
By TOM CORRIGAN

Ford Motor Co. is neither confi rming nor 
denying moving a promised new assembly 
line and the accompanying 1,500 jobs from 
the Ohio Assembly Plant to Mexico, said city 
Economic Development Director Ted Esborn.

“But they are stressing that the plant is 
healthy now and sort of affi  rmatively saying 
that there is no reason to worry about the 
operating status of the plant,” he added.

United Auto Workers Local Union 2000 
claimed in a letter March 12 that Ford plans 
to renege on a 2019 promise to invest nearly 
$900 million in Ford’s 419-acre plant on 
Miller Road.

The company will instead ship its new 
assembly line and accompanying jobs to 
Mexico, according to the union. The plant has 
approximately 1,700 hourly workers, making 
it the city’s largest employer, according to 

ROCKY RIVER

Six teachers 
now suspended 
from high school
By ALEX KAMCZYC

A week after an investigation was launched 
to look into inappropriate comments made 
about a teen girl, two more teachers have been 
placed on administrative leave from Rocky 
River High School. As of Tuesday at press time, 
that brings the total to six teachers suspended 
while police and school offi  cials investigate 
a conversation inadvertently recorded at the 
end of a Zoom class in early March. 

Rocky River Police Chief George Lichman 
believes there will be no criminal charges fi led 
for the fi rst four. West Life is still making 
inquiries on the two new suspensions.

“Things could change, but as it stands, this 
looks like the district will handle this internally,” 
Lichman said of the fi rst investigation. “While 
the conversation was inappropriate, right now it 
does not look like anything criminal took place.”

The police investigation into the high school 
teachers did not reveal any evidence of illegal 
activity; no photos of students were found in 
phones and no discussion of students in text 
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