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NORTH OLMSTED

Buckeye Lanes 
is here to stay, 
says facility’s 
ownership
By CHRIS VOLOSCHUK

Months-long rumors on social media hinted 
at — or downright declared — the demise of the 
iconic Fairview Park business Buckeye Lanes.

Would a Heinen’s grocery store be built on 
the 2.4-acre parcel at 24488 Lorain Road? What 
about a Sheetz gas station? Was it possible 
that the city’s only bowling alley, opened in 
1959 and frequented by residents of all ages 
over multiple generations, would actually be 
sold and closed by April 30?

As it turned out, the rumors were only 
partially true. The undisputed fact, as of March 
4, remains: Buckeye Lanes is staying in busi-
ness now and into the foreseeable future, with 
no intention of vacating its position as a city 
institution. All leagues and programs will 
continue as scheduled.

Jim Sutherland, one of the bowling alley’s 

Photo by Westlake Police Department

A 58-year-old man suffered minor injuries in a crash near the Taco Bell in 
Westlake, police said. The single-car wreck occurred at 7:47 a.m. on Saturday on 
Columbia Road. The car stood straight up on its nose following the crash, rest-
ing on the Taco Bell sign near the street. Impairment is a suspected factor in the 
wreck, according to police. Police said EMS took the driver to University Hospitals 
St. John Medical Center.

Left hanging in westlake

ROCKY RIVER

Sushi restaurant 
to open in former 
Pearl of the Orient 
Beachcliff location
By ALEX KAMCZYC

When Pearl of the Orient in Beachcliff 
Market Square closed in 2019, it was like 
losing a loved one for many in the community.

Fairview Park resident Derek Stalder hopes 
to fill the culinary gap by opening Sakana 
Sushi Lounge in the spot where the Pearl once 
served patrons. The Asian fusion restaurant is 
expected to open by the end of April, he said.

“I want to be able to help make lasting 
memories for the community,” Stalder, 34, 
said. “Taking a special moment and making 
it more special through my food means the 
world to me.” 

Stalder’s restaurant will focus on sushi with 
a New York flair, meaning big plates decorated 
with bright garnishes. The restaurant will also 
have a full vegan sushi menu and serve dishes 
from Laos, Thailand and Japan. Entrees will 
cost between $15 and $20.

NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

Goodwill store plans soft opening
By TOM CORRIGAN

This week saw the “soft” opening of the city’s 
Goodwill resale store on Monday. 

The idea of the low-key opening was to ensure 
Goodwill remained conscious and compliant with 
pandemic restrictions, said Craig Grugel, president 
and CEO of Goodwill Industries of Lorain County.

“We are very excited for Goodwill of Lorain County 
and their mission, as well as our Goodwill employees 
and the citizens of this community,” Grugel continued.

The new store will have 20 employees in a 
16,000-square-foot space. Goodwill has not 
operated a store in North Ridgeville since March 

12, 2020. The now-closed Goodwill store sat at 
34293 Center Ridge Road for nearly a decade near 
the Giant Eagle supermarket. It closed because of 
COVID-19 restrictions. Goodwill only could allow 
three customers into its retail space simultaneously 
while maintaining social-distancing requirements.

“The new store is almost 10 times larger,” Grugel 
added. It is in the 50,000-square-foot former home 
of Pat Catan’s craft store, which closed in 2019.

Two other businesses are to share the former 
Catan’s space owned by Eidi Properties of 
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