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FAIRVIEW PARK

Racist graffiti on prominent building upsets community
By BRIAN LOVE

A vulgar and racist phrase spray-
painted on the former Blockbuster 
building facade in Fairview Centre 
put racism on the minds of many 
residents last week.

The nine-word rant wasn’t up for 
long. Early June 12, about five hours 
after it was discovered, firefighters 

covered the red spray-painted graf-

fiti message with a tarp. But the 

phrase had been seen and what it 

represented was upsetting to many 

in the community. 

Police Chief Paul Shepard said the 

message was spray painted in red 

about 3 a.m. and police discovered 

it about five hours later.

Officers called the fire depart-

ment, which covered the message. 

The owner of the building was then 

contacted and had it painted.

Surveillance video showed a man 

in the area about the time of the 

incident. Police are interested in 

talking with him.

As of Friday, the man had not 

been identified or brought in for 
questioning. 

“We’re still actively investigating 
it,” Shepard said. “We’re following 
some of the leads. The community in 
general has been incredibly helpful, 
and we’re still working the case.”
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The final NCAA Division I outdoor national meet of Adelaide Aquilla’s Ohio State University career resulted in a new national 
record in the shot put and won her a second consecutive national championship on June 9 in Eugene, Oregon. See story on 
page 11.
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BAY VILLAGE

Bike lanes coming to Wolf Road
By SAMANTHA ANN ILLIUS

Motorists will soon see that bike 
riders have their own lanes on Wolf 
Road.

The city has embarked on a $4.7 
million project to add 2½ miles of 
bike lanes on each side of Wolf 
Road between Sutcliffe and Clague, 
said Jonathan Liskovec, director of 
Public Service & Properties for Bay 
Village. The bike lanes will have a 

width of five feet. 
Drivers will be facing closures 

through Nov. 30. Currently, cars 
can still travel east on Wolf.

Liskovec said 80% of the project 
is being funded by the Cuyahoga 
County Department of Public Works 
with the city funding the remainder.   

Bay Village is “following the 
recommendations made in the 
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Construction workers are hard at work improving Wolf Road.Turn to Path on Page 2
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