
ROCKY RIVER

Safety steps undertaken for  
suicide prevention, awareness
By MADISON MacARTHUR 

Notes of encouragement placed 
on the Hilliard Road bridge are a 
stark reminder that the high-level 
bridge is a spot where lives can end.

Since 2014, Rocky River police 
have received 11 emergency calls 
about someone in crisis on the 860-
foot long bridge over the Rocky 
River valley. Police saved eight, 
but the other three jumped.

The most recent occurred on Aug. 
17 when a 19-year-old Cleveland 
woman put on her hazard lights 
and stopped her car on the bridge 

at 5:35 p.m. The woman, a Miami 
University sophomore studying 
journalism, then got out and disap-
peared, as several motorists watched 
in disbelief. 

Cuyahoga County planners hope 
the safety plans they have will 
prevent future deaths.

Plans for the estimated $39-$54 
million Hilliard Road bridge replace-
ment project include replacing the 
current rails with a taller vandal 
protection fence. Bridge construction 
is tentatively planned to start in 2023. 
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Our communities

Avon: Early Childhood 

PTA Falls Kids Kloset. A9

Avon Lake: 

DiscoveryWorks reopens 

after 18 months. A11

Bay Village: 

Huntington House gets 

facelift. A10

North Olmsted: 

Legislators may allow mayor 

to name interim safety 

director. A9

North Ridgeville: 

Skunkfest is Saturday at 

South Central Park. A2

Rocky River: Traveling 

exhibit of “people’s stories” 

at library. A7

Westlake: Youth 

achieves Eagle Scout 

ranking with memorial to late 

classmate. A5

Sports

Soccer: Energy, 

physicality enable Eagles to 

beat Shoregals. A12

Volleyball: SJA Jaguars 

beat Bruins in five sets. A13

Sports 

Announcement:

Because of early Labor Day 

weekend print deadlines, 

all last weekend games will 

be found exclusively on our 

website, WestLifeNews.com. 
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The winners of the Duck Brand Scavenger Hunt, Kyle Hoffland, 9, and sister Riley, 6, enjoy one of the 15 Duck Tape sculptures 
they found around the city. See story on page 2.
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NORTH OLMSTED

Brookpark Road resurfacing 
to take longer than expected
By TOM CORRIGAN

City and Ohio Department of 
Transportation officials projected 
completion of the estimated $2.1 
million resurfacing of Brookpark 
Road on Oct. 31. The date has been 
pushed out to Nov. 15, according to 
David Demaline, city road foreman.

An increase in the scope of the 
work and recent rainy weather 
extended project time, Demaline 
said. He added the city and ODOT 
decided full and partial depth repairs 
are needed to completely fix the 
base of the road.

“If the base of the road is not in 
good shape, then the asphalt on top 
could fail prematurely,” Demaline 
said. “The city of North Olmsted and 
ODOT have been working closely 
together to ensure that this project 
continues to go as planned.”

“We want to make sure the base 
of the road is solid well into the 
future,” said Mayor Kevin Kennedy.

Cost of the project is being split 
80/20 between ODOT and the 
city, with the city picking up the 
smaller portion. North Olmsted is 

Avon: Duck Tape Tales


