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If you have thought about fostering,
it’s time to take the next step.

Children in your 
community need 

foster parents.

They need 
someone

like you.

RSVP for an Information Session today

440.329.5340
facebook.com/pages/LorainCountyChildrenServicesFosterParents

Ranked in the Top 3% of Howard Hanna & the Top 5% 

Nationally. Christina Higgins consistently serves her clients 

with Quality Service & Knowledge YOU CAN TRUST! Contact 

Christina about her Buyer & Seller GUARANTEE PROGRAMS.

2055 Crocker Road
Westlake, OH 44145

440-227-3636
christinahiggins@howardhanna.com

christinahigginsgroup.com

Avon Lake tracking economic conditions as it prepares 

for financial belt tightening

By MICHELE MURPHY

“The next few weeks will be very telling 
as we restart the economy and see if this 
(COVID-19) will take off again,” said Avon 
Lake Mayor Greg Zilka. While being cautious, 
Zilka hopes to see a return to some sense of 
normalcy by the end of summer.

For that reason, the city is not planning any 
drastic cost cutting, but Zilka has had the city’s 

directors put the brakes on expenditures such 
as travel-related training.

Part of his cautious but hopeful, approach 
to the city’s current financial picture is that 
Avon Lake’s income tax revenue grew in both 
March and April 2020 compared to 2019. 
Many other nearby communities have seen 
revenues dip after all but essential businesses 

Local school leaders adjust to state budget cuts
By MICHELE MURPHY

Whether you run a household, 
a school district or a state with 11 

million residents, the rule of thumb 
is you do not spend more than you 

take in. With careful planning and 

scrutiny over expenditures, those big 
and small entities build their savings 

for emergencies or rainy days.

The coronavirus epidemic is an 

economic tsunami, eroding rev-

enue while expenses continue to 

accumulate.

West Life spoke with school 

leaders last week after a first round 
of budget cuts was announced. No 

one was surprised cuts were made, 
but there is frustration that years of 

careful budgeting and spending that 

helped create fund balances will now 

be hit, and some will be hit hard.
Gov. Mike Dewine knocked $300 

million from K-12 public school 

Rocky River-Fairview Center Ridge Road project to be rebid 
By ALEX KAMCZYC

Orange-cone season on Center 
Ridge Road in Rocky River could 
last longer than expected.

Rocky River officials will rebid 
on Monday their joint project with 

Fairview Park called the “Complete 

Streets” program aimed at improving 
traffic congestion on a half-mile 

stretch of the street between the 

RTA Transit Center and Linden 
Road. The project is estimated to 

cost $1.1 million.

City officials have to rebid the 
project because the bids sent out 

in February came back more than 

10% above the engineer’s estimate. 
State guidelines require a project to 

be rebid if it comes in higher than 
the estimate.

“I had spoken with a number of 
companies that had looked at the 
project to find out why the bid came 
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Ford Motor Co.’s Avon Lake Assembly Plant was expected to reopen this month, with a number of safety precautions to 
protect workers, including face masks and temperature checks. It is Avon Lake’s largest employer.
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