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OLMSTED FALLS

Officials argue
with each other,
residents over
development
By TOM CORRIGAN
Some residents are concerned about the
rampant residential development occurring
in Olmsted Falls and the tax breaks the city
offers developers.
Two proposed subdivisions totaling about
150 homes have stirred up residents, city
leaders and led to at least one lawsuit.
Over the last few months, residents have
packed City Council and Planning Commission
meetings over issues related to at least two
residential developments.
At the Sept. 14 meeting, council members
voted 5-2 against putting a six-month moratorium on any commercial or residential development in the city. If adopted, the moratorium
would have blocked developers from even
submitting proposals.
“Many cities might consider a moratorium
on a very specific development or type of
development,” such as fast food restaurants,
said Mayor James Graven. “But I’ve never seen
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Expanded bike lanes,
safety improvements
planned for Lake Road
By MOLLY HEIDEMAN
Expect to see enhanced safety measures on
Lake Road next year when the road is repaved.
Ward 4 Councilman David Kos said the city
was motivated to improve safety measures
after two serious bike-car collisions, one
resulting in the death in June 2019 of Randy
Knilans, 66, a former Avon Lake Planning
Commission chairman.
“A lot of people that travel through Avon
Lake on the bike lanes have complained for
years about the width of them, about the
condition that they were in,” Kos said. “There
were a number of improvements that needed
to be done on Lake Road to bring that up to
the national standards.”
Four major safety changes will be made:
Bike lanes on Lake will be widened from 4
feet to 5 feet. Driver’s lanes will be narrowed
from 12 feet to 11 feet to add the extra foot to
the bike lanes, Kos said.
A pedestrian island will be added at the
intersection of State Route 83 and Lake near
Turn to Bike on Page 3
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Avon Lake club rugby coach Steve Maynard welcomed Sam Klimkowski into the
fold during the 2016 season, and the multi-sport athlete quickly found a home,
helping the Shoremen to a state final.
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Sam Klimkowski is an Avon Lake native who
can’t recall ever traveling any further west than
Michigan .
That’s about to change. He’ll soon be heading
to Los Angeles.
On Aug. 19, the professional rugby team LA
Giltinis drafted him with the 13th overall pick
in the collegiate draft.
Since he graduated from Avon Lake High
School in 2016, Klimkowski has fashioned
himself into one of the country’s best young
rugby players, a 6-foot-1, 270-pound prop who

can hold his own in a scrum.
He will join a team that entered the four-yearold league in time for the 2021 season and went
on to win its championship on Aug. 1. Major
League Rugby currently features 13 teams from
around the U.S. – and one in Canada – split into
Eastern and Western conferences.
“It’s been really exciting, nerve-wracking. I’ve
been anxious. It’s all the feelings combined,”
Klimkowski said. “But I’m also excited and
getting ready to get started.”
Klimkowski discovered the sport during his
Turn to Rugby on Page 3
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