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ROCKY RIVER

Baby deer have friends  
on busy Hilliard Blvd.
By ALEX KAMCZYC

At the beginning of summer, Rocky River 
resident Emily Hausman noticed a new family 
had moved in behind her house on Hilliard 
Boulevard. Only this family was a small herd 
of deer with a newborn fawn.

One day, she noticed the family trying to cross 
the busy street while cars sped past, almost hitting 
the fawn as it nervously crossed. To make sure 
that didn’t happen again, she put up signs telling 
drivers to slow down and be mindful of baby deer.

“We share this area with various different 
wildlife and we need to be mindful of them,” 
Hausman, 39, said. “That’s why we put the 
signs up, to raise awareness that animals cross 
the road here.”

The two signs are positioned in the road’s 
median strip of grass at Hilliard Boulevard and 
Cottonwood Drive and a few feet down the 

road. Since she put the signs up, Hausman said 
drivers have been more cautious and several 
other deer families with fawns have been able 
to cross safely.

Rocky River does not keep data on the size 
of its deer population and does not have a deer 
culling program. However, over the past two 
years, there have been 11 deer-vehicle collisions 
in the city, according to information provided 
by the Rocky River Police Department.

“There’s a lot of them in the area and families 
are being pushed out and put into hard situations 
because of development and deforestation,” 
Hausman said. “One of Rocky River’s charms, 
in my opinion, is the wildlife here.”

Animal conservation has long been a passion 
of Hausman, who grew up in Berea. Her mother, 
Susan Lendvay, taught her and her sisters, Heather 

Photo by Alex Kamczyc

Rocky River residents Josh and Emily Hausman along with daughters (from left 
to right) Ellie, GiGi and Hazel made signs alerting drivers to baby deer along 
Hilliard Boulevard.
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LORAIN COUNTY

Lorain County 
health officials 
provide info 
about masks
By MICHAEL SANGIACOMO

To mask or not to mask?
These are confusing times and Lorain County 

Health Commissioner Dave Covell is trying to 
set the record straight. He offered some hard 
and fast rules we all must follow to survive the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Among the more than 5,000 calls the office 
has received since the start of the pandemic, 
two common questions are:

MUST I WEAR A MASK? “Yes. It’s a state 
mandate that anyone out in the public must 
wear a face covering to prevent spread of the 
disease,” Covell said. 

That answer leads to the second most common 
question:

WHAT IF I REFUSE?  “People who refuse 
could be subject to a misdemeanor charge (of) 
failure to comply with an order and fined up to 
$1,000,” he said. “And that could change this 
week because the governor is designing new 

ROCKY RIVER

Bay man rescued 
from Lake Erie 
near Bradstreet’s 
Landing pier
By JEFF GALLATIN  

A Bay Village man was cited for criminal 
trespassing after he jumped off the closed and 
deteriorating pier at Bradstreet’s Landing and 
had to be rescued from Lake Erie.   

Christopher L. George, 44, was treated at the 
scene by Rocky Fire Department paramedics 
before being cited. George was at the pier about 
2:30 p.m. July 28 when he jumped into the lake, 
said Lt. George Lichman of the Rocky River 
Police Department. 

“He had been drinking and decided that he 
needed to cool off because it was so hot that 
afternoon,” Lichman said. “He was out there 
a few minutes when he got into trouble and let 
someone who was there know he was getting 
into trouble.” 

A friend of George’s wasn’t able to help him, so 
police and paramedics were called, Lichman said. 
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