
New West Life reporters 
cover Lorain, Cuyahoga cities

West Life is pleased to announce the 

arrival of two new reporters, Madison 

MacArthur and Molly Heideman. 

MacArthur will be covering Rocky 

River, Fairview Park and Bay Village. 

Heideman will be the new reporter 

for Avon, Avon Lake and Westlake.

MacArthur grew up in Erie, Pa. She 

came to Ohio in 2016 to attend Kent 

State University for her bachelor’s in 

journalism with a minor in creative 

writing. Here is what she says about 

her career and schooling so far.

“I was the only one from my 

small high school that came to Kent 

State,” MacArthur said. “Moving 

to a new place full of strangers was 

one of the best decisions I’ve ever 

made. I worked for the Kent Stater 

in multiple reporting positions 

and was editor-in-chief during my 

senior year. I covered the pandemic 

when it first came to Kent and the 
50th anniversary of May 4, 1970. 

“During my time in Kent I took 

several classes creating media cam-

paigns for Trumbull County, one 
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Our communities

Avon  School board names 

new superintendent. A5

Avon Lake Health 

issues lead man to create 

low-sodium diet. A6

Bay Village New library, 

water safety in city’s future. A6

Fairview Park Shady 

deal (in a good way) for city 

parks, streets. A11

Lakewood Memorial 

garden, scholarships honor 

late LHS grads. A8

North Olmsted  City 

hopes to help retailers 

struggling to recover. A7

North Ridgeville  City 

‘Click It or Ticket’ campaign 

seeks to save lives. A6

Rocky River  City receives 

all-time high in assessed 

property revenue. A10

Westlake Families get close 

shave for St. Baldrick’s. A9

Sports

Sport Demons’ late rally stuns 

Shoremen in sectional. B1

Softball Late score gives 

Rangers a district title. B1
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FAIRVIEW PARK

Council gives OK to study Coe Creek erosion
By CHRIS VOLOSCHUK

Erosion caused by stormwater 

in Coe Creek across Bain Park has 

become significant enough that it’s 
time to look at it more closely, city 

officials say.

City Council approved legislation 
May 17 to hire Mackay Engineering 
& Surveying Co. of Cleveland to 
assess the erosion and come up with 
preliminary plans for mitigation. 
Cost of the initial assessment is not 
to exceed $18,790, which will be 

paid out of the city’s sewer fund.
“There’s five spots that we’re 

looking at in the Bain Park area 
between the gazebo and where the 
wooded area comes to the former 
restroom,” said city Public Service 
and Development Director Mary 

Kay Costello. “Two of the places 
are hillside areas where we see some 
movement of the banks that needs 
attention.”

A walk around Bain Park provides 

Turn to Erosion on Page 2

Turn to Report on Page 2

AVON LAKE

A student’s dream: Picking 
the curriculum for a day
By MOLLY HEIDEMAN

Every teen’s dream to choose 

what they want to learn came 

true — to a certain extent — last 

week at Avon Lake High School 

as a part of the school’s first “You 
Do You Day.”

Students were able to choose 

from different classes, from col-
lege readiness, gardening, euchre, 

yoga and bullet journaling on May 

19. They even got to speak with 

representatives from the Secret 

Service, FBI and DEA and military 

personnel.

English teacher Krystine Frisch 

and social studies teachers Jeremy 

Kirsch and Megan DeVere started 

the project, along with a dozen 

students, in October 2020 after 

Frisch saw the idea in a book. 

“Especially with COVID and 

that we’ve been in person since 

Turn to School on Page 5

Photo by Madison MacArthur

The Rocky River Chamber of Commerce last week partnered with the city of Rocky River and Ground Works Land Design for 
planting and beach cleanup events. Activities included volunteers like Steve Polly helping to move driftwood off the shoreline 
at Rocky River Park. See story on page 8.

rocky river Spring Clean-Up


