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Avon Lake Mimzy’s 

Bakehouse first of three new 

small businesses. A10

Bay Village Students, 
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fake shootings to police. A14
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Girls Basketball 

Demons nip Eagles, 31-29, 

in defensive contest. B3
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ROCKY RIVER/LAKEWOOD

Public input sought for Hilliard bridge replacement
By ALEX KAMCZYC

Officials are taking the next step in 
the $52 million project to replace the 
nearly 100-year-old Hilliard Road 
Bridge by encouraging public input 
in the process. Design work on the 
project is expected to start by 2022. 

Removal of the span and construc-
tion of its replacement would begin 
the following year and take more 
than a year to complete.

Cuyahoga County officials are 
hosting a month-long virtual input 
meeting about what should happen 

to the bridge, which connects Rocky 
River and Lakewood and arches high 
above the Cleveland Metroparks 
Rocky River Reservation and the 
Rocky River. The span runs parallel 
to the Interstate 90 bridge.

For several years, nets on the 

underbelly of the 1925 bridge have 
protected Metroparks pedestrians, 
bicyclists and cars from falling con-
crete and debris from the decaying 
structure.

The meeting went live last week 

AVON

City buying land to grow Veterans Memorial Park
By TOM CORRIGAN

The city plans to buy the 17 acres 
commonly known as the Kurtz 
Brothers Property near Veterans 
Memorial Park on Veterans Memorial 
Parkway.

The 98-acre current sports park 

has baseball, softball and multi-use 
fields. The park also includes a play-
ground, restrooms and two pavilions 
with picnic tables and grills.

The Kurtz brothers — John, Greg 
and Tom — operate Kurtz Brothers 
Landscape Supply Center on Miller 

Road.
The new land will partly serve as 

a new entrance to the sports park, 
said Avon Mayor Bryan Jensen, who 
added that 4 or 5 acres of the land 
is a large pond. Planners envision 
the pond becoming an opportunity 

for anglers.
“We’re looking at putting a fishing 

pier on it,” Jensen said. “What we 
are doing is looking to create a space 
where kids can go to fish.”

Existing ponds in Avon largely are 
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Last week, the Westlake City School District began demolishing Dover Elementary School on Dover Center Road, to improve 
parking lot traffic for Dover Intermediate School and the Westlake Middle School. The project costs $371,826 and is expected 
to wrap May 21. The school closed in 2019 to make way for The Westlake Elementary School on Center Ridge Road. Despite 
being torn down, the memories to those close to the building will last forever, like the bright and vibrant chalkboard art that 
former student Nadine Bluemel’s teacher Ms. Brown would make. Those interested in saving a piece of the school can con-
tact Molly D. Jones at mollydjones@rocketmail.com or Jessica Kim at Jessicastraka@aol.com.

Dover Elementary School comes down
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