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BY DON SEABROOK

World photo editor

ROCK ISLAND — Chelan 
County PUD diver Donnie 
Lane, wearing a diving suit and 
protected inside a metal cage, 
was lowered from a crane into 
the frigid Columbia River at 
Rock Island Dam Tuesday.

In what looked like part of a 
magic act, Lane stepped out of 
the cage, debris floating around 
him, and slipped beneath the 
murky water.

Lane is part of a PUD effort 
to install 25-foot aluminum 
I-beams to the upriver side 
of Rock Island dam, getting 
ready for new fish tag detection 
equipment. 

In April, 1,000 yearling 
Chinook salmon will be tagged 
and released from both this 
dam and Rocky Reach dam to 
measure survival rates.

The fish study is required 
every 10 years at each of the 
Columbia River dams to assure 
at least a 91% survival rate 

through the dam system. PUD 
Senior Fisheries 

Biologist Lance Keller said the 
new sensors that will be able to 
identify individual fish as they 
go through the dam — either 
over the spillway or through the 
turbines.

They will also be able to locate 
the fish using sensor arrays 
downriver from the dam.

In the 10 years since they last 
performed a survey like this, 

SALMON SCIENCE

Work prepares for study of salmon survival through dam
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TOP: Chelan County PUD diver Donnie Lane is fitted into his diving suit on the deck of Rock Island Dam on Tuesday. BOTTOM, LEFT: Justin 
Wilkinson keeps tabs on Lane as he works along the face of the dam. Lane is equipped with a video camera that shows what he is looking at, 
seen in the video monitor at top right. BOTTOM, RIGHT: Lane gets ready to go to work.
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BY ARIELLE DREHER

The Spokesman-Review

SPOKANE — No one 
has died from influenza yet 
in Washington this year 
and during the current flu 
season.

This time last year, 70 
Washington residents had 
died from the flu.

There is very little flu 
circulating in Washington and 
nationwide as of the seventh 
week of the flu season, and 
there are several potential 
reasons why.

Public health officials 
point to the precautions like 
masking, social distancing 

and better hand 
hygiene during 
the corona-
virus pandemic 
as key reasons 
that flu rates are 
so low. Spokane 
County Interim 
Health Officer Dr. 
Francisco Velázquez 
said that while flu 
immunization rates 
were not as high as 
previous years, local 
case rates remain virtually 
nonexistent so far.

“We’ve not seen any 
serious illness, hospital-
ization or death from flu 
in the county,” he told 

reporters last week. 
“And the theory 
behind that is the 
precautions we’re 
taking for COVID are 
also functional against 
the flu, which has, in 
many ways, a similar 
transmission method. 
So the fact that we’ve 
been this diligent 
with public health 
measures is the main 
reason we have not 

seen any significant impact 
of the flu season.”

Last fall, public health 
officials, including Dr. 
Anthony Fauci and local 
health officers, begged the 

public to get their 
flu shots to prevent 
hospitals from 
dealing with a surge 
in both COVID-19 
and flu cases this 
year. The flu surge 
has yet to materi-
alize, however, and 
while health experts 
expected public 
health measures to 
help cut down on 
transmission, they didn’t 
expect the numbers to be as 
low as they are.

Dr. Janet Englund, who 
researches infectious 
diseases in children at 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, 

said looking to 
the Southern 
Hemisphere, she and 
her colleagues knew 
that the flu season 
would not be as bad 
this year.

“It’s not a surprise, 
but we didn’t think it 
would be down this 
low,” she said.

Washington’s 
data is reflected in 

nationwide data as well. 
While there have been 
some flu cases confirmed, 
those amount to well below 
the baseline percentages 
expected by this point in the 
flu season.

Hospital surveillance from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention from 
14 states found 183 flu hospi-
talizations since October, 
which amounts to a rate of 
0.6 cases per 100,000 people. 
This rate is much lower 
than average for this time 
of year and is also lower 
than any rates recorded 
for flu seasons since 2005, 
according to the CDC.

While experts think 
public health measures have 
helped cut down trans-
mission, Englund said there 
are several other factors at 

The pandemic’s silver lining: No flu deaths so far this year in Washington
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BY IAN DUNN

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Wenatchee Valley 
teachers and staff were glad to hear Gov. 
Jay Inslee’s announcement Tuesday that 
all school staff and licensed childcare 
workers could immediately seek COVID-19 
vaccines. 

Inslee made the 
announcement following 
President Joe Biden’s 
directive that all states 
prioritize vaccinations of 
teachers and childcare 
workers.

WestSide High School 
counselor secretary 
Angelica Vasquez, who is 
also a bilingual paraedu-
cator, said she cried when 
she heard the news. They 
were happy tears, she said, at the idea that 
things might soon return to normal.

She already had been vaccinated and 
was pleased her co-workers would now get 
the opportunity.

“After taking care of a couple of 
members of my family during their COVID 

‘Excited and happy’ 

Teachers

welcome 

vaccinations

Angelica 
Vasquez
WestSide High 
School
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BY NEVONNE MCDANIELS

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — The Town Toyota 
Center mass vaccination site is making 
space for teachers, school staff members 
and childcare workers to schedule 
COVID-19 vaccine appointments this week, 
starting with an additional 100 slots today 
and Friday.

More will follow next week, according 
to a press release from the Chelan-Douglas 
Health District, “to encourage teachers and 
licensed childcare providers to register for 
a COVID-19 vaccine appointment.”

The move follows Tuesday’s directive 
by President Joe Biden to make teachers 
immediately eligible to get the vaccine. 
Gov. Jay Inslee accomplished that by 
moving teachers, school staff and licensed 
childcare providers into the state’s Phase 
1B Tier 1 on the vaccine priority list, joining 
people age 65 and older and those age 50 
and older who live in a multigenerational 
household.

Educators, school staff members and 
licensed childcare providers still have to go 
through the process to confirm eligibility 
and schedule an appointment.

The focus on educators, though, means 
additional first-dose vaccine clinics and 
“teacher vaccination days” are being set 
up.

TTC vaccination 

site makes room 

for teachers
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