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LINING UP

Tree fruit exports

Washington
faces shipping,
trade issues
BY MAI HOANG
Yakima Herald-Republic
YAKIMA — Nearly 28% of Washington
state apples were shipped to 60 different
countries during the 2018-19 season.
Industry officials expect exports for
the 2020-21 crop to not only be below
that figure, but to drop to levels not seen
in nearly two decades.
As of last week, the state had exported
18.8 million 40-pound boxes of apples,
down 20.5% from this time last year and
down 16.4% compared to the 2018-19
shipping season, according to figures
from the Washington Apple Commission,
which oversees international promotions. The percentage of the 2020 crop to
be exported is expected to drop to below
25%. That would be the lowest since the
2003-04 crop season when it was at 21.7%
Exporting apples and other agriculture
commodities remains a challenge due to
impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic,
longstanding trade disputes with several
Please see EXPORTS, Page A7

Job losses slow
as reopening
H-2A workers get vaccinated at Central Washington Hospital takes hold
World photos/Don Seabrook

H-2A workers employed by Kyle Mathison Orchards line up to receive their COVID-19 vaccinations on Friday at Central Washington Hospital.
BELOW: Jonathan Camacho laughs with retired nurse volunteer Pat Taylor after receiving a COVID-19 vaccine Friday.

BY OSCAR RODRIGUEZ
World staff writer
WENATCHEE —
The line of agricultural
workers waiting for their
turn under the needle
of a COVID-19 vaccine
wrapped around one of
the hospital’s parking
lots, and those under
observation for any side
effects sat outside in the
courtyard in the shade.
More than 100 agricultural workers from Kyle
Mathison Orchards were
transported to Central
Washington Hospital to
be vaccinated with Pfizer’s
COVID-19 vaccine on April
2.
Most of these workers
are part of the H-2A guestworker program which
gives people from other
countries temporary work
during the harvest season.
Juan Manuel Mesa
Lopez, a five-time H-2A
worker from Mexico,
was not concerned about
working the harvest season
again during the pandemic,
but he did take some
convincing to get in line for
a new vaccine, he said.
“Well, with everything
that happened early on,
it scares people,” Lopez
said in Spanish. “But once

“There is so
much data
already that
[COVID-19
vaccines] are safe
and that they
work. I’m actually
surprised that
some people are
still hesitant to
get the vaccine.”
MODESTO GONZALEZ,
PHARMACIST

Confluence Health

you know what does and
doesn’t happen, you learn
that [the vaccine] is there
to help.”
Eneida Gonzalez,
program coordinator
for Confluence Health
who organized the vaccination sign-ups at several

companies, said that many
workers were scared
at first but the majority
eventually sign up to get
vaccinated.
“They see a lot of
things on TV,” Gonzalez
said. “Long needles. Fake
vaccinations. ‘I might

get another eye.’ A few
different things. They’re all
very, very scared. We listen
to them, answer whatever
questions they have to
make them feel at ease.”
Modesto Gonzalez, a
pharmacist for Confluence
Health, said that as he went

around helping workers
with any questions, he did
receive a few questions
about whether the shot
hurt.
He did not get any
unusual questions about
the vaccine, and it is not
uncommon for people
to be nervous or have a
phobia about needles,
Gonzalez said.
“There is so much data
already that [COVID-19
vaccines] are safe and
Please see H-2A, Page A7

‘It’s heading in the
right direction’
BY NEVONNE MCDANIELS
World staff writer
WENATCHEE — Losing 2,400 jobs
between last February and this February
doesn’t sound like good news.
It’s all about perspective, says Don
Meseck, a state economist. The 2,400
fewer jobs noted
in the February
numbers released
NSIDE
last week mean
For the first
Chelan and
time in 10
Douglas counties
months,
are up 600 jobs
optimism
from the 3,000
among
average annual
most small
job loss for all of
businesses
2020. In January’s
month-over-month
Page A4
comparison of
numbers from the
state Employment
Security Department, the region was
down 3,200 jobs.
“Relatively speaking, if the estimates
are true, it means we’re starting to
improve. It’s unlikely we’ll have a
dramatic turnaround in March or April,
but it’s heading in the right direction,”
Meseck said.
Overall, the February numbers for the
Wenatchee Metropolitan Statistical Area,
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Cashmere students collect books in honor of late librarian Barbara deRubertis
BY IAN DUNN
World staff writer
CASHMERE — What started as an effort
to thin out a home library has
turned into a book drive and
pen pal project honoring the
memory of a beloved former
educator involving dozens of
students and teachers, from
Cashmere to Africa.
Vale Elementary School
teacher Kristin Umbarger-Keene decided last DecemBarbara
deRubertis
ber to donate books from her
Former Cashmere
home library to the nonprofit
educator and
African Library Project, which
author
establishes small libraries in
rural African communities.
She was excited to share the details of the
project with her friend, retired Cashmere

Umbarger-Keene emailed Barbara deRubertis’s publisher, Kane Press, to see if they would
donate books. Barbara deRubertis’s editor,
Juliana Lauletta, donated 350 new books to
include with the shipments.
“The YWCA in Wenatchee gave us a whole
bunch of nonfiction books,” she said. “It makes
me cry. Barb would be so happy. She was all
KRISTIN UMBARGER-KEENE
about broadening minds and making connecMusic teacher at Vale
tions. She would love it.”
In all, more than 2,000 books have been
Provided photo in Leavenworth, died on New Year’s Day. Upon
collected and are being sent to two African
news of her death, the staff at Vale decided
Some of the books donated locally will be
Library Project libraries in communities
in Malawi, a landlocked country in southsent to the the Mvera Youth and Development to build on Umbarger-Keene’s home library
Solutions Community Library in Mvera, Dowa, donation plan and start a book drive for African eastern Africa. The books are being sent
Library Project as a way to honor deRubertis.
to the Maphanda Community Library in
Malawi.
“It kind of went from a family idea to a
Maphanda Village, Jali, Zomba, Malawi and
teacher and school librarian Barbara deRuberthe Mvera Youth and Development Solutions
much bigger project” with help from the
tis, who had also authored 64 children’s books.
Community Library in Mvera, Dowa, Malawi.
Key Club and Parent Teacher Organization,
Umbarger-Keene didn’t get the chance.
she said. “A lot of people have donated
Please see BOOKS, Page A7
DeRubertis, a resident at Mountain Meadows
books and boxes and packing materials.”

“They are one of the poorest
countries in Africa. I love
connections, so that was a
cool part.”

