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BY EVAN BUSH

The Seattle Times

STEHEKIN — Little Fella, a 
30-foot cabin cruiser, bounced 
violently in the rough morning 
chop, carrying precious cargo 
to some of the most remote 
communities not only in 
Washington, but in all of the 
Lower 48.

Soaring peaks, waterfalls 
and steep, snow-filled couloirs 
surrounded the vessel, which 
cruised at 17 knots.

“The farther we go, the 
more rugged it is,” said Jake 
Courtney, at the helm of the 
boat.

Paramedics with doses of 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
watched from the cabin as 
scenery swept by.

Holden Village and the town 
of Stehekin, burrowed into the 
mountains and valleys along 

the upper shores of Lake 
Chelan, are communities 
among the most sheltered 
from the coronavirus and 
also isolated by it. These are 
places where the response 
times of emergency services 
are not counted by the 
minute, but the hour — or, 
during extreme weather, by 
the day.

No roads connect these 
communities to the outside 
world. Stehekin — whose 
year-round population 
is tallied by the dozen — 
famously resisted telephone 
service into the new 
millennium.

Visitors typically arrive by 
boat, by seaplane or, when 
hiking trails melt out, on foot 
via the Pacific Crest Trail and 
its tributaries.

The journey to vaccinate Lake Chelan’s  
most remote communities against COVID-19
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The North Cascades are seen in the distance as Ray Eickmeyer and Mistaya Johnston travel by boat to vaccinate those at Holden Village, Stehekin 
and workers at a mine remediation water treatment plant operated by Rio Tinto, on March 30. 

‘IT’S A LONG WAY TO GET HERE’

Please see STEHEKIN,  
Page A6

Holden Village resident Krista Mathistad, center, is about to receive a Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine administered by paramedic Mistaya Johnston on a porch of a 
community building. Behind Mathistad are others who have been vaccinated or 
waiting for their vaccine.

BY COLIN TIERNAN

The Spokesman-Review

SPOKANE — Washington’s 
snowpack is in good shape.

As of April 9, snowpack levels were 
either average or well above average 
for all of the state’s basins. Much of the 
Cascade Range has had an especially 
wet winter, with snowpack more than 
30% above average — the Cascades 
may even have the best snowpack in 
the country right now.

Eastern Washington didn’t see quite 
as much snow, but it’s still been a 
good winter.

“Everybody’s kind of where we’d 
like to see them,” said Rocco Pelatti, 
a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service’s Spokane office.

This winter was part of a La Niña 
year. During La Niña years, the 
Pacific Northwest typically gets 
heavy rains and snows while the rest 
of the West sees drier conditions 
than normal.

That pattern held true in the winter 
of 2020-21. While Washington has 
been fortunate, western states south 
of Idaho have seen exceptionally low 
precipitation. Utah, Nevada, Arizona, 
New Mexico and western Colorado 
might be poised for extreme drought.

According to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, much of Eastern Washington 
has been abnormally dry, including 
the western half of Spokane County. 
A handful of Eastern Washington 
counties are experiencing moder-

ate drought. Parts of Grant, Kittitas, 
Yakima, Klickitat and Benton counties 
are in severe drought.

The good snow year is especially 
welcome given those dry conditions.

“It’s really helping us to pull out of 
that,” said Vaughn Cork, a fuels analyst 
with the Washington Department of 
Natural Resources. “It looks for now 
that the drought conditions will be 
removed by the end of June.”

The relatively wet winter whipped Washington’s snowpack back into shape
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BY OSCAR RODRIGUEZ

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Vacci-
nation efforts in Chelan and 
Douglas counties have a new 
challenge after state health 
officials paused the use 
of the Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine on Tuesday. 
Even without the one-dose 

option, the area can still reach 
70% vaccination coverage 
in approximately eight to 
nine weeks, Luke Davies, 
health administrator for 
the Chelan-Douglas Health 
District, said at a Tuesday 

news conference.
The Town Toyota Center 

mass vaccination site has 
administered more than 
43,000 doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine as of April 9. Vaccine 
eligibility opens to everyone 16 
and older this Thursday which 
will hopefully help limit trans-

mission, Davies said.
“We’re hoping that demand 

is still very, very high,” Davies 
said. “We have now about 
50,000 people who have not 
initiated vaccination who are 
eligible and are hoping will 
come in.”

Vaccine allocation will be 

limited for the next couple of 
weeks, however, Davies said. 
The Town Toyota Center 
and its local partners can 
cumulatively vaccinate around 
12,500 a week. But with one 
vaccine suspended, the area is 
forecasted to receive approx-
imately 9,400 doses of Pfizer 

and Moderna a week, accord-
ing to Davies.

The area also has seen a 
slight increase in COVID-19 
cases. Chelan and Douglas 
counties narrowly passed the 
state’s evaluation on Monday 

Chelan, Douglas counties continue vaccination plan forward without J&J doses
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BY IAN DUNN

World staff writer

EAST WENATCHEE — How will the 
furniture be arranged in each classroom? 
Where will the students eat lunch? How 
will students be accommodated if they 
choose to remain online?

These are some of the questions facing 
the Eastmont School District as it prepares 
to bring students back 
to school for full-time 
instruction.

Elementary students 
come back for full-time 
instruction on April 26, 
while middle school, 
junior high and high 
students are set to return 
full time on May 3.

At Monday’s Eastmont 
School Board meeting, the 
board heard from Spencer 
Taylor, executive director 
of elementary education, 
and Matt Charlton, 
executive director of 
secondary education.

Taylor has been working 
with a team of teachers, 
paraeducators, adminis-
trators and association 
leaders to prepare for each 
phase. He said the team 
meeting Monday was their 
fourth planning session of the year to get 
ready for a new phase.

“We have initiated plans for the next 
phase and are excited about it, but it is a 
lot of work,” Taylor said.

A couple of key areas the elementary 
team is working through are classroom 
space and furniture arrangement. He notes 
when all the students are back, some class 
sizes are bigger and some are smaller.

Furniture has to be arranged in such a 
way that maintains the required 3 feet of 
social distance, he said.

“Logistics, as far as lunch, have worked 
really well to have half the students in 
class with our paras supervising them for 
6-foot social distancing,” Taylor said. “We 
have to maintain that 6 feet whenever we 
eat and masks are down. We are going to 
have kids eat outside as much as possible.”

When the weather is not so nice, half 
the kids will eat in the classroom and half 
in different parts of the school. Although 
most schools have the screening process 
down, schools will have twice as many 
students to process, he said, so the 
logistics need to be worked out.

Eastmont works 
through full-time 
school logistics

Desks, lunch breaks 
present challenges

Spencer Taylor
Eastmont 
administrator

Matt Charlton
Eastmont assistant 
superintendent
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“It looks for now  
that the drought 
conditions will 
be removed by 
the end of June.”

VAUGHN CORK,  

FUELS ANALYST 

Washington Department  
of Natural Resources


