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BY LUKE HOLLISTER

World staff writer

CASHMERE — Stepping 
down as Cashmere Pioneer 
Village & Museum’s director 
is bittersweet for Lexie 
Palmer-Gapper, who hugged 
friends and supporters at a 
farewell gathering Friday in 
Cashmere.

She has been on the job 
for the past four years, 
but can’t take it — or the 
community — with her 
when she moves to New 
Zealand.

“I’ll miss the community,” 
Palmer-Gapper said. “This 
museum was built by 
the community, for the 
community.”

She is leaving it in good 
hands, though, she said. 
The museum board hired 
Cashmere native Nicky 
Clennon to fill Palmer-Gap-
per’s role.

Clennon, who has trained 
in archeology, has the perfect 
background to be director, 
Palmer-Gapper said.

“I just felt such an immense 
amount of relief when we 
hired her,” she said.

The Cashmere Museum is 
a 501©(3) nonprofit organi-
zation that started in 1955. It 
is located off of Cotlets Way 
and includes two floors of 
historical displays and an 

entire village 
of homestead 
cabins that 
provide a look 
at life in the 
Cashmere valley 
in the late 19th 
century.

Palmer-
Gapper has 
been helping 
catch Clennon 
up on museum 

projects, preparing for the 
transition. 

A few of the arche-
ology skills Clennon brings 
into her role as director 
includes experience in lithics, 
fieldwork and community 
engagement that will serve 
her well from the museum’s 
annual Apple Days event to 

Cashmere museum 
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Lexie Palmer-Gapper, who is stepping down as director of the Cashmere Museum & Pioneer Village after four years, talks about 
how much she will miss working in the museum while showing a Native American pot and arrow display Friday in Cashmere.
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A basket of farewell letters is left for Lexie Palmer-Gapper, who is leaving her role as Cashmere Museum director.

Nicky Clennon
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LEAVENWORTH — 
A group of musicians 
have started a fundraiser 
to create a nonprofit 
community radio station 
to be based in the Upper 
Wenatchee Valley.

Their idea began as a 
vision to bring small-town 
radio into the homes 
of a socially distanced 
community and return 
artists to the stage that 
disappeared during the 
pandemic.

The Leavenworth 
Community Radio board 

includes 
Cali 
Osborne, 
who is 
the board 
president, 
along 
with Seth 
Garrido, 
Kate Kelly, 

Rob Newsome and Chuck 
Egner. The fundraiser 
started March 7 and, as 
of April 6, has reached 
roughly $9,500, checks 
included.

Their next funding goal 
is to reach $15,000. The 

Upper Valley locals 

work to create a 

community radio 

station

Cali Osborne
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The Wenatchee Valley Erratics 
Chapter is beginning a series of 
programs starting with a Zoom 
lecture on ice age floodscapes.

The talk, named after author 
Bruce Bjornstad’s book “Ice 
Age Floodscapes of the Pacific 

Northwest,” is set for 7-8:15 p.m. 
April 13. Bjornstad will 
highlight parts of his new 
book and share geologic 
illustrations as well 
as aerial photographs, 
according to an Erratics 
Chapter news release.

The book dives into Ice 
Age floods which occurred 

in the Pacific Northwest with a 

Zoom talk: Learn about Ice Age floods in 

the PNW
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The Wenatchee Chapter of 
the Washington Native Plant 
Society is celebrating native 
plant appreciation month 
with a series of virtual events.

The chapter will be 
highlighting the beauty and 
importance of native plants 
in Washington and the 
necessary role insects play, 
according to a news release.

 �April 8 at 7 p.m., “A 
Drone-based Approach 
toward Conservation of Rare 
Showy Stickseed.” Zoom 
webinar address is wwrld.
us/stickseed.

 �April 10 at 10 a.m., “A 
Guide to Restoring the Little 
Things that Run the World,” 
with Doug Tallamy. Zoom 
webinar address is wwrld.
us/littlethings.

 �April 27 at 7 p.m.: 
“Heather Ecology and Resto-

Virtual events celebrate 

native plant 
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The benefits of butterflies and other insects are the topic of 
Doug Tallamy’s virtual presentation Saturday, one of several 
events this month hosted by the Wenatchee Chapter of the 
Washington Native Plant Society.

Editor’s note: Judges 
for the 2020 North Central 
Washington Wine Awards 
competition awarded Gold 
Medal status to these wines. 
Both earned Best of Class 
status.

Cave B Estate Winery 
2019 Viognier, Ancient Lakes 
of the Columbia Valley, $27 
(111 cases)

Judges’ notes: Back 
in 1980, the Bryan family 
established the vines 
that would supply their 
first winery — Champs 
de Brionne — French 
for Bryan’s Fields. Their 
son-in-law, Freddy 
Arredondo, continues 
to flash his versatility as 
a winemaker, crafting a 
stellar example of Viognier, a 
rather fickle and often flabby 
white Rhône variety. There’s 
a basket full of stone fruit 
and under-ripe pineapple, 

creating a drink that’s quite 
stylish.

For current tasting room 
hours, call the winery or 
visit its website.

348 Silica Road, Quincy
(509) 785-3500
caveb.com
Silvara Cellars 2018 

Malbec, Walla 
Walla Valley, 
$42 (200 
cases)

Judges’ 
notes: Malbec 
ranked among 
the most 
competitive 
categories 
in this year’s 
judging, and 
Leavenworth 

vintner Gary Seidler’s entry 
emerged as the best. His 
traditional source for Malbec 

Wines of the Week

Silvara Cellars 
2018 Malbec
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