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BY PETE O’CAIN

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — After a divorce 
proceeding that began more than 
three years ago on the other side 
of the world, a Cashmere native is 
one step closer to custody of her 
daughter following a local court 
decision that found her basic human 
rights were violated by a foreign 
court.

A Chelan County judge has 
ruled that Saudi Arabian courts 
did not provide a Bethany 
AlHaidari with due process 
in a custody battle with her 
ex-husband. Custody of the child 
will be determined locally.

Bethany AlHaidari in December 
2019 fled Saudi Arabia with her 
daughter, Zaina, to Chelan County, 
where she has family, after a 
two-year divorce and custody 

dispute with ex-husband Ghassan 
AlHaidari. Bethany AlHaidari 
through her attorney Scott Volyn in 
January 2020 asked Chelan County 
Superior Court to allow custody to 
be determined in Chelan County, 
departing from typical interna-
tional custody dispute protocol, on 
the grounds that Saudi laws violate 
human rights.

Chelan County Superior Court 
Judge Kristin Ferrera on Feb. 9 
ruled in favor of Bethany AlHaidari 
and a parenting plan will be deter-
mined in Superior Court, provided 
Ghassan AlHaidari doesn’t success-
fully appeal.

“A legal system that is set up to 
not only fail to protect but to deny 
basic human rights as a matter of 
course, such as the right to due 
process and the right of a parent 
to a child, based solely on that 
parent’s gender, national origin, and/

or religion, is not a legal system 
whose child custody laws this State 
can honor,” Ferrera wrote in her 
decision.

In an interview, Bethany 
AlHaidari, 33, said, “Reading the 
court’s opinion and the factual 
presentation of events was sort of 
a moment of breathing in a bit of 
justice after such a long time of not 
being properly heard.”

She added, “It just feels to me like 
justice after a long time of injustice.”

Bethany AlHaidari splits her 
time between Wenatchee and 
Washington, D.C., and works as a 
human rights consultant, operates a 
charity called saudijustice.org, and 
is pursuing a Ph.D. in international 
rights law.

To say it’s been a long road would 
be an understatement.

MOTHER WINS DECISION IN CUSTODY CASE 

Conflicting Saudi, American legal traditions 
have drawn out ongoing court battle
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Bethany AlHaidari plays with her daughter Zaina at Rotary Park in Wenatchee on Friday.
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“A legal system 
that is set up to 
not only fail to 
protect but to 
deny basic 
human rights  
as a matter of 
course  ... is not  
a legal system 
whose child 
custody laws this 
State can honor.” 
KRISTIN FERRERA, JUDGE

Chelan County 
Superior Court  
 

BY PETE O’CAIN

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — A 
Washington State Supreme 
Court decision striking down a 
drug possession law is having 
a big and immediate impact on 
police investigations and court 
cases.

Police in Chelan and Douglas 
counties have stopped making 
arrests for simple possession 
of illegal drugs. Thousands 
of court cases will have to 
be reexamined and, in many 
instances, dismissed, along with 

other ramifications.
Five of the Supreme Court’s 

nine justices struck down the 
law on Feb. 25 because it did 
not require prosecutors to 
prove defendants knowingly 
possessed illegal drugs.

The ruling came after the 
Supreme Court heard the case 
of Shannon Blake, a Spokane 
woman who in 2016 was found 
in possession of methamphet-
amine after she was given a pair 
of jeans by a friend and was 
unaware there was meth in the 
coin pocket.

The ruling did not decrimi-

nalize illegal drugs — that’s a 
decision made only by state 
legislators — but it has left a 
loophole in state law: It’s not 
currently illegal to possess 
hard drugs like heroin and 
methamphetamine.

In the meantime, the 
Chelan County Sheriff’s 
Office, Douglas County 
Sheriff’s Office, Wenatchee 
Police Department and East 
Wenatchee Police Department 
are not arresting people for 
unlawful possession.

Drug-law court decision has big impact
Police stop possession arrests; courts to review thousands of cases
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“We are not going to be 
detaining, seizing, 
arresting, searching any 
persons or properties 
for anything related to 
the furtherance of an 
investigation for simple 
possession of 
controlled substances.” 

CAPT. BRIAN CHANCE 

Wenatchee Police

BY ARIELLE DREHER

The Spokesman-Review

OLYMPIA — Gov. Jay Inslee 
announced Tuesday that educators, 
school staff and licensed childcare 
workers would be added to the current 
tier of residents eligible to be vaccinated 
in Washington.

“This directive will be carried out 
through existing providers and the 
Federal Retail Pharmacy Program, which 
operates through national pharmacies 
and independent pharmacy chains,” 
Inslee said in a news release.

Inslee’s news about teacher 
vaccination followed an earlier 
announcement in the 
day from President 
Joe Biden, who said 
the country will have 
enough vaccines by 
the end of May to 
vaccinate every adult 
in the United States. 
Biden also directed 
states to prior-
itize teachers and 
childcare workers, 
with the expectation that they receive at 
least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine in 
March.

Currently, health care and frontline 
workers, as well as all residents 65 and 
older or 50 and older in multigenera-
tional households, are eligible to get the 
vaccine in Washington. There has not 
been enough vaccine supply to offer 
doses to every person currently eligible 
for the vaccine in Washington.

Unlike many states, such as Idaho, 
which has made vaccines available to 
all teachers, Inslee has argued that it 
is more important to get older people 
vaccinated before opening availability 
to teachers. But significant pressure 
has been building on him to change his 
stance from teacher unions and politi-
cians from both parties.

 COVID-19 vaccine

Now teachers 

and childcare 

workers eligible
Inslee announces change 

after Biden directive
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BY OSCAR RODRIGUEZ

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Chelan and Douglas 
counties are rounding the corner on the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and once the area 
reaches 60% to 70% herd immunity, 
normal life may return by 
the end of the year, the 
area’s top public health 
official says.

With the Biden adminis-
tration promising over 140 
million doses of COVID-19 
vaccines by the end of 
March, half of the needed 
progress would be reached 
by June, Luke Davies, 
health administrator for 
the Chelan-Douglas Health 
District, said at a Tuesday 
news conference.

 “As of right now, there is no concern as 
long as we keep wearing masks and see 
the case counts drop,” Davies said. “But 
that’s ruling out the factor of new variants 
coming that could create significant 
problems and reinfect individuals that 
have already been infected.”

The COVID-19 variant P.1 from Brazil, 
which has been shown to reinfect 
individuals who have had COVID-19, has 
been identified in one case in the state. 
Davies said people should continue to 
wear masks, social distance, and wash 
their hands work just as well against the 
variants.

Health official 

cautiously optimistic 

as cases decline

Luke Davies
Chelan-Douglas 
Health District 
administrator
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