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BY IAN DUNN

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — The private 
schools in Wenatchee are right 
where the public schools want to 
be — teaching students in-person 
full time.

St. Joseph Catholic School 
moved to full-time instruction 
two weeks ago, while Cascade 
Christian Academy has been 
in full-time instruction since 
mid-October. St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School has been full-time since the 
beginning of the school year.

The schools, each with an 
enrollment of just over 100, have 
used the same strategies to move 
forward more swiftly than public 
schools.

St. Joseph Catholic School, 600 
St. Joseph Place in Wenatchee, 
is a kindergarten to fifth-grade 
school with an enrollment of 
120 students. According to 
Principal Deacon Robert Turner, 
30 students dropped out since 
last March at the start of the 
pandemic. 

When the pandemic started 
last spring, the school moved 
to remote instruction. This fall, 

A look inside Wenatchee’s private schools 
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In Erin Stitt’s second-grade class at St. Joseph Catholic School, Oveth Guerrero sanitizes her desk before eating lunch last Thursday. Children at 
the school have been attending full time for more than a week. Teachers at the school “looped” this year, following their children to their next grade 
level to help with consistent learning. Stitt’s class was moved to a larger room to allow for extra spacing between desks and the desks were turned 
backward to give students the chance to get out of their seats and retrieve assignments. BELOW: With their shared lockers unusable because of 
COVID-19 restrictions, students pile their belongings next to their desks.

NAVIGATING THE PANDEMIC  

IN THE CLASSROOM

BY HOWARD SCHNEIDER

Reuters

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Joe 
Biden will almost certainly be 
the last U.S. president born as a 
member of the “silent genera-
tion” demographic group who 
were children during World War 
Two, came of age in an econom-
ic boom that built middle class 
wealth, and cemented the role of 
the United States as the world’s 
leading industrial power.

Over the latter half of his 
life, Biden, 78, saw the share of 
national wealth going to that 
middle class fall and the gains 
from U.S. growth concentrate in 
a handful of regions. Now, with 
a roughly $2 trillion investment 
package unveiled on Wednes-
day, Biden wants to reverse that 
half century trend and steer 

capital to neglected people and 
parts of the country.

Democrat Biden’s jobs and 
infrastructure plan and the 
corporate tax increase to help 
pay for it, contrasts with the 
deference to private markets 
begun by Republicans with 
Ronald Reagan’s election in 
1980, and nursed through rounds 
of tax cuts and deregulation, by 
both parties.

Whether it was Bill Clinton’s 
moves to reduce social welfare 
and deregulate the financial 
sector, or Barack Obama’s 
hesitance to “go big” on spend-
ing in the last recession, there 
has been a reluctance by both 
parties to intervene too deeply 

for decades.
Rural and Rust Belt Ameri-

ca faded and there was little 
progress on bridging the wealth 
gaps between Black and white.

Biden’s plan harkens to the 
Democratic leaders of his young 
adult years in the 1960s — Presi-
dent John Kennedy’s aspiration-
al focus on public ventures such 
as the moon landing, or Lyndon 
Johnson’s Great Society push to 
strengthen the social safety net. 
It also echoes President Dwight 
Eisenhower’s 1956 act for the 
government to mostly pay for 
building Interstate Highways.

“I am struck by the scale, 
the structure,” MIT economics 
professor Simon Johnson said 
of Biden’s plan. “They seem to 
have taken on board the idea 
that you can boost productivi-
ty, boost growth, and spread it 

around the country,” with the 
right public investments.

Epic battle looms

The battle over the legislation 
in the U.S. Congress is expected 
to be epic.

Mitch McConnell, the Senate 
Republican leader, suggested 
on Wednesday that any bill 
Democrats propose may be a 
“Trojan horse for a massive tax 
increase.” Republicans have said 
they won’t support Democrat-
ic efforts to inject goals like 
stopping climate change or 
equality into a spending bill.

The proposal follows the 
more than $5 billion committed 
over the last year to fighting the 
coronavirus, much of it used for 
direct payments to families and 
the unemployed.

Can President Joe Biden recreate the U.S. economy he grew up with?

Reuters

President Joe Biden speaks about his $2 trillion 
infrastructure plan during an event to tout the plan at 
Carpenters Pittsburgh Training Center in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, on Wednesday.

Analysis
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“We’ve been able to 
continue to offer a 
very quality 
education and 
experience from the 
very beginning clear 
back from March.  
Our students were 
still meeting 
standards. We didn’t 
compromise anything 
with our curriculum 
and just kept on 
moving through. We 
didn’t want to just 
survive things, we 
wanted to continue 
to thrive and have an 
education that is 
excellent.”

STEPHANIE GATES, PRINCIPAL

Cascade Christian Academy

BY OSCAR RODRIGUEZ

World staff writer

WENATCHEE — Everyone 16 and 
older will become eligible for COVID-19 
vaccines on April 15, Gov. Jay Inslee said 
Wednesday.

The date was previously May 1. The 
expansion in eligibility is partially a 
response to the rise in COVID-19 cases 
across the state, the governor’s office said 
in a news release Wednesday.

“As the number of cases are rising 
across the state, there’s a good chance 
we’re looking at the beginning of a fourth 
wave,” Andrew Canning, Confluence 
Health spokesman, said in an email. 
“We’re in a race of trying to get more 
people immunity, and the last thing 
we want is a setback in North Central 
Washington. For our region, this makes 
sense.”

Luke Davies, health administrator for 
the Chelan-Douglas Health District, has 
been advocating for a change like this 
with the state Department of Health 
and governor’s office for two weeks, he 
said. The health district plans to develop 
mobile teams as more vaccine becomes 
available, Davies said.

‘We’re in a race’

Vaccinations 

expand to 16 

and older 

starting April 15
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BY TONY BUHR

World staff writer

EAST WENATCHEE — Chelan County 
has one week to bring its COVID-19 
infection rate down or it will move back 
to Phase 2 of Gov. Jay Inslee’s “Healthy 
Washington” plan.

Phase 2 imposes tighter restrictions 
than Phase 3 on businesses and activities.

Chelan County’s COVID-19 infection 
rate is at 226.7 cases per 100,000 people 
over a 14-day period as of Wednesday, 
according to Chelan-Douglas Health 
District data. It increased from 189.1 on 
March 24. The governor’s plan has two 
metrics to stay in Phase 3, including an 
infection rate below 200 cases.

Chelan-Douglas Health District Admin-
istrator Luke Davies said Chelan County 
cases need to drop by 25% to 50% by next 
week to avoid falling back to Phase 2.

“I think the biggest thing is for people 
to wear masks,” he said. “We know that 
masks interrupt transmission and that 

Goodbye Phase 3? 

Rising case 
numbers don’t 
look good
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